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LIFE OF JAMES BEATTIE, LL.D. 



SECTION III.— CONTIKDED. 



In the month of October, 1773, the chair <rf_ 
professor of natural and experimental philosophy, 
in the university of Edinburgh, became vacant, 
by the death of Dr James Russel, by whom it 
had been long ably filled. As that event had 
been for sometime foreseen, several gentlemen 
had turned their thoughts towards it as cand^ 
dates. But the magistrates, who are the eleo , 
tors, very properly resolved to be in no hurry in 
filling up the vacancy, in order that there might 
be time and c^portunity to dispose of the chair 
>D such a manner, as might best support tlie re- 
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f LIFE OF DR BEATTIE. 

putatton of the university. As the winter ses- 
sion' was soon to open, however, Dr Fergusson, 
professor of moral philosophy, agreed, in the 
mean time, to deliver lectures also in natural phi- 
losophy, whiob he had formerly taught 

A few days after the death of Dr Russel, I re- 
ceived a visit from one of the m^strates, who 
was of my particular acquaintance, and who 
knew my intimacy with Dr fieattie. He came 
to inform me, he said, that several of the mem- 
bers of the town-council k^t themselves disen- 
gaged, until they ei»ould know whether Dr Beat- 
tie meant to become a candidate for the vacant 
chair. They were aware, he added, that Dr Beat- 
tie's eminence lay in another branch of science; 
but lie said, he beUeved Dr Fergusson, who had 
iiiHinerly taught the class of natural philosophy, 
would be well-pleased to resume it, and thereby 
leave the chair of moral philosophy open for Dr 
Bealtie, which, he made no doubt, his high re- 
putatioa would readily secure for him. I thank- 
ed the gentleman for this warm expression of his 
esteem of Dr Beattie; on which 1 set the higher 
value, from being abstJutely certain that they 
were strangers to each other; and that he inte- 
rested himself, therefore, ^r Dr Beattie, mere^ 
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irom the consideration of his singular merit, and 
from a regard for the prosperity and teputatioa 
of the university of Edinbur^. For although a 
set of civil magistrates, .veiy little, if at all ao 
quaiuted vith science, or the merits of scientific 
men, may seem but indifferently qualified for the 
dioice of professors of a univereity ; yet it is a 
fact, which reflects no little credit on the magi^ 
stiates of Edinburgh, that, in the election of 
professors, they have very seldom alh>wed thetUf 
sejves to be swayed by political interests; but 
have generally elected those, who have been 
deemed best qualified to fill the vacant chairs ; 
justly considering the reputation and prosperity 
of the university to be of the greatest importance 
to the welfare of the city. 

I lost no time in communicating this intelli- 
gence to Dr Beattie. I well recollected, indeed, 
the aversion he had shown, from becoming a 
member of the university of Edinburgh, on a 
former occasion, when a vacancy of the chair of 
moral pibiiosophy was likely to take place ; but I 
knew not whf^ho- he might still be of the same 
mind, or iriiether the same reasons still sub^st- 
ed, wSiich had weighed with him at that period ; 
and liierefore, I lelt it for himself to decide, what 
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4 LIFE OF DK BEATTtK. 

he should judge to be most conducive to hu in- 
terest, or most consistent with his wishes. He 
well knew the earnest desire I had, that he should 
think of removing to Edinburgh, because I jitdged 
he might have it in his power to do more good 
here, than where he then was, by bis talents ha- 
ving a wider range, and greater scope, for the 
exertion of their influence. Perhaps, too, I will 
not deny, I may have been somewhat actuated 
by the selfish motive of his being brought nearer 
to his friends in Edinbui^h ; and our enjoying 
still more the happiness of his society. 

The following letter is the answer I received 
to the communication I made to him on the sub- 
ject 



LETTER LXXIV. 

DR.BEATTIE TO SIB WILLIAM FORBES. 

Aberdeeo, 22il Ocu4>er, 177S. 

" The late arrival of the post yesterday, put it 

out of my power to answer your most obliging 

letter in course. I shall not, at present, attempt 

to tell you (indeed I could not) how much my 
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heart is touched, by the many kind and generous 
expressions of friendship, contained in your ex-. 
(%llent letter: to he honoured with so great a 
share of the esteem and affections of such per- 
sons as you, is surely of ail earthly blessings the 
greatest. But I shall proceed to hiisiness, with- 
out further preamble. 

" Some years ago, I should have thought my- 
self a very great gainer, by exchanging my pre- 
sent office with a professorship in the univerMfy 
of Edinburgh. Such an event would have doubled 
my income, without subjecting me to one half of 
the khour which I now undergo. But those were 
only secondary considerations. My attachment 
to Edinburgh arose, chiefly, from my liking to 
the peo|^e ; and surety it was natural enough for 
ine to love a place, in which I had, and still 
have, some of the dearest and best friends that 
ever man was blessed with. Nor had I then any 
reason to &ar, that either my principles, or the 
^neral tenor of my conduct, could ever raise me 
enemies in any Christian society ; it having been, 
ever since I had any thing to do in the world, 
my constant puipose to do my duty, and pro- 
mote peace ; and my singular good fortune, to 
obtain from all who knew me, a share of esteem 
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snd regard, equal to my wishes, and greater thiu 
my deservings. Nor, at this time, are my affec- 
tions to Edinburgh at all diminished. I am still 
known to some members of that university, whose 
talents, and whose virtues, I bold in the highest 
estimation, and with whom I should account it 
my honour to be more nearly connected; and 
the fitvouts I have received from very many per- 
sobs of distinction in the place, demand my most 
hearty acknowledgments, and shall ever be che- 
rished in my remembrance, with every sentiment 
that the warmest gratitude can inspire. 

" And yet, my dear friend, there are reasons, 
and those of no small moment, which determine 
me to g^ve up all thoughts of appearing as a can- 
didate on the present occasion ; and which would 
determine me to this, even though I were abso- 
lutely certain of being elected. Nay, though my 
■ fortune were as narrow now, as it lately was, 1 
should still incline rather to remain in quiet 
where I am, than, by becoming a member of the 
university of Edinburgh, to place myself within 
the reach of those (few as they are) who have 
been pleased to let the world know that they do 
not wish me well ; not that I have any reason to 
mind their enmity, or to dread its consequences. 
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They must not flatter themselves, that they have 
ever been able as yet to give me a mpment's uqt 
easiness, notvithstandiog the zeal with \rhich 
they have spoken agwist me. My cause is sq 
good, that be, who espouses it, can never h4v« 
occasion to be alraid of any man. I know my 
own talents, and I am not ignorant o£ theirs ; I 
do not (God knows) think highly of the former, , 
indeed I have no reason; but I am under no sort 
of apprehension in regard to the latter; and as 
to the esteem of others, I have no fear of losing 
it, so long as I do nothing to rendo* me unwor- 
thy of it But [ am so great a lover of p»ce, 
and so-wtlUog to think well of all my neighbours, 
that I do not wish to be connected even with 
one person who dislikes me. 

" Had I ever injured the persons whom I aU 
lude to, I might have hoped to regain their fa- 
vour by submission, (which, in that case, would 
have become me,) and by a change of conduct. 
But, as they are singular enough to hate me for 
having done my duty, and for what, I trust, 
(with God's help) I shall never cease to do, (I 
mean, for endeavouring to vindicate the cause of 
truth, with that' zeal which so important a cause 
requires,) I could never hope that they would 
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live with me on those agreeable terms, on which 
I desii^ to live with all good men, and on which, 
by the blessing of Providence, I have the honour 
and the happiness to live with so great a num< 
ber of the most respectable persons of this age. 

" I must therefore, my dear friend, make it 
my request to you, that you would, in better- 
terms than any I can suggest, in terms of the 
most ardent gratitude and most zealous attach- 
ment, return my best thanks to the gentlemen 
of your council, for the very<great honour they 
have been pleased to confer upon me ; and tell 
them, that the city and university of Edinbui^h 
shall ever have my sincerest good wishes, and- 
tfaat it will be the study of my life, to act such a 
part, as may, in some measure, justify their good ' 
c^inion ; but that I must, for several weighty 
reasons, decline appearing as a candidate for the 
present vacant professorship." 



In consequence of this reply ironi Dr Beattic, 
which, of course, I pommunicated to the gentle- 
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nan who had addressed himself to me on the 
subject, I hud aside all thoughts of the matter. 

Some months afterwards, Dr Beattie informed 
me, that some person, no doubt with a friendly 
intention, without bis knowledge, had told Lord 
Dartmouth, that he was a candidate for the pro- 
iessorship ; on which his Lordship had written to 
Sir Adolphus Oughton, offering his services to 
promote Dr Beattie's views. In consequence of 
this communication, he wrote to me, expressing 
his regret that his friends should have had so 
much trouble on his account; that he had in 
part communicated to Sir Adolphus his reasons 
for declining to be a candidate, but had referred 
him to me for further particulars, and desired me 
to shew to Sir Adolphus Oughton his letter to 
me of the 23d October, which I accordingly did. 
When Sir Adolphus sent it back to me, he ac- 
companied it with the following note: " Re- 
" turns to him Dr Beattie's very judicious letter, 
" Sir A. imagines it was a view of serving the 
" worthy Doctor, and rendering him more dif- 
" fiisively useful to his fellow subjects, not any 
'* solicitations from hence, that induced his Ma- 
"jeaty's confidential servants to wish he might 
" fill the moral philosophy-chair at Edinburgh." 
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Whea I sent him this communication from 
OUT mutual friend, I wrote to him at the same 
time, to the following effect : " Since that time, 
" I have had occasion to hear the sentiments of 
" many of our warmest friends, as well as of 
" many persons of respectable character, who, 
" like numberless others, have attached them- 
" selves to you, without a personal acquaintance 
" and all join, with one voice, in expressing their 
" wishes, that you could be prevailed on to think 
" more fevouiably of changing your present si- 
" tuatton. But what induces me to resume this 
" subject particularly at present, is a conversa- 
" tion which I had yesterday at New Hailes. I 
" chanced to have your two letters in my pock- 
" et, which I gave to Lord Hailes to read ; * 

* Sir David Dalrytnple, Bart one o( the judges of the su- 
preme courts of civil and criminal kn of Scotland, by the title 
of Lord Hailes; very eminent as a scholar, and particularly as 
an antiqu-'rian. His " Anna]* of Scotland" is a masterly per- 
formance; .n which, and in some detached pieces of historical 
research, he was the first to elucidate properly the early part of 
the history of our country and it is only to be regretted that 
he has not brought his worit down to a later period, as it stops 
at a time when the history was becoming more and more inte- 
resting, and his materials more copious. " The Case of the 
Sutherland-peerage," although origintdly a law-paper, written 
profeseiooally when he was at the bar, at the time vibea tb« 
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" knoviog how highly he esteems you, and how 
" excelleDt a judge he is of every point like that 
" in question. His Lordship expressed the great- 
" est concern at the reluctance ynu show against 

tide of the young Countess, to the honours of her sncestore, wu 
called in question, is one of the most profouiKl disquisitions oa 
the ancient peerages of Scotland any where to be met with. 

In bis other publieatious, which were avmaerous, he chiefly 
appears in the character of an editor. Among these, he trans- 
lated and printed some favonrite passages from the Ecclesiasti- 
cal History of Eusebius, and other writers, respecting the early 
history of the Christian church. In those publications, he De> 
Ter omitted any opportunity of exposing the mistakes and mil- 
representations of Gibbon; in professed opposition to whom. 
Lord Hailes wrote " An Inquiry into the secondary CaosM 
which Mr Gibbon has assigned for the rapid growth of Christi- 
anity," which is justly considered as one of the ablest replies 
tbat have appeared in opposition to the sneers against Christia- 
nity, ao trequeutly to be met with in the works of that popular, 
but ardijl and dangerous writer. As a proof of h<s attention to 
every thing that cMtcemed religion and good raorals, the ftA- 
lowing incident shonM not be tKuitted: Two vessels, bound 
from London to Leitb, were cast away on the coast between 
Dunbar and North Berwick, and two-and-twenty persons drown- 
ed; the wrecks having been sbamefiilly pillaged by the coun- 
try-people. Lord Hulei immedialely wrote a pamphlet, with 
tbe tide of " A Sermon which might have been preached in 
East Lothian upon the 25th day of October, 1761, on Acts, 
xxvii. 1, 2. 17te hm^eroa* people Atywed us no lUtle kindtitK." 
This he caused to be printed, and dispersed among tbe country 
people in the neighbourhood, where the fatal disaster had lu^ 
pened. It is a most atlecting discourse, admirably calculated 
t« omviDCfl die linden; ikud the effect of it is said to bar* 
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" coming to Edinbui^h, and more than once re- 
" peated, that he was not at liberty to say alt 
" that he could say on that head. He was kind 
" enough to request I wot^d write to you, that 
*' siich were his sentiments ; and to beseech you 
" to treat, with the greatest contempt, any idea 
" of your meeting with any thing disagreeable 
" in cariying this removal into execution. For, 
" he added, what I most firmly believe to be the 
" truth, tliat he apprehended many of what ap- 
" peared unpleasant circumstances to you, would 
" totally vanish, or tliat, in all events, you ought 
" to be greatly superior to any such fears." 

So anxious ivas Lord Hailes on tliis subject, 
that next day he wrote to me no less than two 

beea such, that several parcels of the goods that had been plun- 
dered, were brought privately to the church, and deposited 
there, after the perusal of the sermon. He published, likewise, 
a Collectian of Sacred Poems, consiiUng of tranBlatioos and pa- 
raphrases Irom the Holy Scriptnies, which do equal credit to 
his piety and his poetical taste. As a proof, hoffever, that he 
did not entirely confine his studies to sutyects of a grave and 
dignified cast, Ik was also the editor of a Collection of Ancient 
Scottish Poems, from the " Banaatyue Manuscript," in theAd- 
vocates'J^brary at Edinburgh; and he contributed some puipers 
to the two periodical publications, " The Worlrl," published at 
Loudon, and " The Mirror," at Edinburgh, which contain na 
ioconstderable portion of humour. He died 29tb November^ 
1792. 
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letters which I iailed not to transmit, by the 
first post, to Dr Beattie. 



LETTER LXXV. 

LORD HAILES TO SIR VICLIAU FORBES. 

New Hailefl, 15th Apitl, 1774. 

*' I am soTTy to understand that Dr BeatUe 
expresses a great imwillingDess at being proposed 
to fill the chair of moral philosophy at Edin* 
burgh, which, in all probability, will soon be va- 
cant 

" If the Doctor thinks be can be as generally 
useful where be is, he cannot be blamed for wish- 
ing to continue where he is. But if he is per- 
suaded that bis sphere of usefulness may be en- 
laiged, by bis removal to Edinbui^b, I do not 
see bow he can, in consistency with bis known 
principles, decline that station, where he will be 
more known, and have a more ample field of be- 
nefitting the rising generation, 

'* The magistrates of Edinburgh have shown a 
zeal almost without example, of supplying all the 
vacant professorships with the persons held to be 
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the best qualified. In tiiis, they have renounced 
every party view, every private connection.— 
Should Dr Beattie obstinately decline their soli- 
citations, it is more than an equal chance that 
the difficulty which they finjl in perfecting their 
noble plan, may lead them insensibly to accept 
of the most powerful recommendations, and thus 
suffer things to go on in the easiest way : thus 
things will turn into a corrupted channel. Should 
a man of me:m abilities, or of dubious principles, 
fill the chdr which Dr Beattie might have filled, 
wile must answer for the good which such a per- 
son does not, or for the ill which he may do? 

" I wish that Dr Beattie could be brought to 
see this in the strong light in which I see it 
lliere are many things which mig^t be said, and 
wliich are not fit for a letter ; many things which, 
at present, cannot be spoken- It may be sup- 
posed, that Dr Beattie imagines that his works 
bave procured him enanies, and that those ene- 
mies will be more formidable in Edinbur^ than 
in Aberdeen. But surely he will not find those 
enemies among the memijers of the university. I 
couW insure him against that for a very moderate 
premium. If they that are against him are more 
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than they that are for him, I have no more to 
say. 

" He knows, that he and I differed as to some ' 
|)articulars, and that I thought scHnething might 
have been taken &om the edge of his style, yet 
so as to leave it the power of cutting deep enough. 
But that is a matter of taste and o{Hnion. They, 
who have ielt the sharpness of his weapon, will 
not provoke it. 

" If he is affected with obloquy, I wish he 
were a judge for six months, and then he would 
£nd, that unless a man can have patience to con- 
temn the gainsayers, he will have little oomibrt 
SB the plain path of duty." 



LETTER LXXVI. 

LORD HAItES TO SIR WILLIAU FOaB£S. 

New Haitei, 16th April, 1774. 

" Smce I had the pleasure of seeing you, I 
have a letter from London, mentioning Lord 
Mansfield's zeal for Df Beattie. I do not consi- 
der myself at liberty to mention who my corre- 
spondent is ; he is a man not much given to ap- 
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plaud indiscrimibately, and one who thinks high- 
ly of Dr Beattie. 

" The more that I think of tlii» affiur, the 
more I am persuaded, that Dr Seattle's terrors are 
panic. I impute them to bad health and a vege- 
table diet My poor old friend, Dr M'Kenzie of 
Bruoisheugfa, imputed the errors of the later Fla- 
tonists to that ascetic diet. 

" If Dr Beattie would consider, that in his lec- 
tures he is to- unfold a system of truth, and that 
he may confute all the nonsense and irreligion 
that has appeared since the days of Cain even 
unto OUT days, without ever mentioning the 
name of any theorist or sceptic, he will not con- 
sider the intended station as so foimidable. 

" Should he dislike his office, he may leave it; 
he will always find a decent retirement into some 
sequestered recess of literature. 

" I am not sure that it is a very Christian sen- 
timent, yet I must say, that a rebuff at tliis time 
will be very discouraging, especially when we 
ourselves have the ball at our foot. If the friends 
of religion, and they who consider the value of 
reli^ous education, are to have no aid where that 
might be expected, what is to come next? If 
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Dr Beattie shrinks, will not every man of ability 
shrink too r" 



To these communications from Lord Haites, 
which I expected would have produced some ef- 
fect in making him yield to the solicitation of 
his firiends, I had the mortification, however, of 
receiving the following copious reply. 



LETTER LXXVIL 

DB SEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAM FORBES. 

Aberdeen, 19th AprU, 1774. 

" I have just received your two letters of the 
l6th current, inclosing two from I^ord Hailes to 
you, which, according to your desire, I return 
under this cover. I cannot sufficiently thank 
you, or his lordship, for your zealous good wish- 
es, and for the very favourable opinion you anct 
he are pleased to entertain of me. As I desire 
nothing more earnestly, than to secure the con- 

VOUII. B 
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tinuance of that favourable opinion, I must beg 
leave to be somewhat particular in answering 
two accusations, whichi from two passages of his 
lordship's letter, I have reason to fear are likely 
to be brought against me, even by my friends. 
It is insinuated, that my disinclination to resign 
my present employment, may be the ^ect of o^ 
st'iTmcy, or oijear. 

" Now, I humbly think, that when a man's 
conduct, and the reasons of it, are approved by a 
very great majority of those who are acquainted 
with both, it would be rather hard to charge him 
witii obstinacy, for adhering to such conduct. 
And most certain it is, tliat, by all my English 
jriends to whom I have had occasion to explain 
the affair in question, and by many respectable 
friends in Scotland, this conduct of mine, and the 
reasons of it, have been highly approved. Ano* 
Iher thing, too, on this head, deserves attention. 
A man should hot be accused -of 6bstinacy, till 
!he have told alt his reasons, and till 'it appear 
that 'they are all unsatisfactory. I have 'never 
toXt^'all my reasons: I haVe told those only 
which are'of a less private nature : other reasons 
J could specify ; liiit they are of such a sort, that 
7 
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I should think it petubnce to obtrude them on 
tlie public. 

" To the second accusation, I know not whe- 
liier I can decently reply. When I «ee a man ao- 
ilicitons to prove that he is sober, I genentHy takfe 
it for grmted, that he is drunk ; and when oae 
- is at puns to cotivince me thsct he is brave, I am 
a^ to set him down for a coward. Whether I 
-deserve to be considered as a timorous asaerter of 
^Qod principlea, I leave the world to judge, from 
what I have written, and from what I have dofiie 
asd said on occasims innumo^bte. Many hmt- 
•dreds in Great Brit^an, bnd some too elsewheVe, 
t^ii^ that no Scottish writer, m my time, hds 
attacked the enemies of tm^ with less reserve, 
.and confuted them more zealously, than I have 
done. I have declared, in a printed book, which 
bears my name, that I detest their princqiles, utd 
despise their talents ; and that very book is, at 
the opinion of mai^, a proof that I have no res- 
-fion to retract the declaration. What Z have 
anrowed, I am still ready to avow, in the face rdf 
•aaiy man upon >earfch, or of any number of men; 
and I shall never cease to avow, in plain langu^e, 
and without concealment or subterfuge, so long 
:as the I^ity is pleased to coirttmie with me the 
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use of my faculties. I cannot think that my 
friends will treat me so hardly, as to give out, 
that I fear every thing which I dislike. I dislike 
the croaking of frogs, and the barking of curs.; 
but I fear neither. I dislike the conversation of 
infidels ; but I know not in what sense I can be 
said to fear it. I should dislike very much to 
live in a society with crafty persons, who would 
think it for their interest to give me as much 
trouble as possible, unless I had reason to think* 
that they had conscience and honour sufficient to 
restrain them from aspersing the innocent ; yet, 
' if my duty were to call me thither, I should not 
be in the least afraid to live in such a society ; 
for I know, that, while an honest man does his 
duty, the world seldom fails to do him justice. 
As to obloquy, I have had a share of it, as large as 
any private man I know; and I think I have 
borne it, and can bear it, with a degree of forti- 
tude, of which I should not need to be ashamed, 
even if my station were as public, and as impor- 
tant, as that of a judge. Every honest man, 
whether his station be public or private, will do 
his duty without -minding obloquy, which, in 
feet, was never more harmless than at present, be- 
<;ause it never was more common. Convince me ' 
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Uiat it is itiy duty to remove from hence to Edin^ 

burgh, and you shall see me set out immediately, 
as regardless of the snarling of my enemies there, 
as of that of the curs, who might soap at my 
heels by the way. So very little ground is there 
for suspecting me of an inclination to «Anni from 
my principles, that one chief reason which deter- 
mines my present choice is, that I may have the 
more leisure to apply myself to those studies, 
which may tend to the further confutation of er- 
ror, and illustration of truth': so that, if they 
think I have any talents in this way, and if they 
know what my present resolutions are, my adver- 
saries would wish me rather in Edinbui^h, where 
I should have but little leisure, than at Aberdeen, 
where I have a great deal. On this account, as 
. well fts on others, I am morally certain, that I 
shall have it in my power to do more good to so- 
ciety by remaining where I am, than by moving 
to Edinburgh. 

" That I am entirely useless in my present pro- 
fession, is not the opinion of tliose ui this country, 
who have access to know how 1 employ myself. 
My lectures are not confined to my own class. 
I do what no other professor here ever did, and 
what no professor in any other part of Great Bri- 
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tain can do ; I admit, together with my own sta- 
deots in moral philosophy, all the divinity 8tu< 
dents of two inuversities^ vho are wiliing toatt 
. tend me; and I have often a very crowded audi- 
tory ; and I receive fees from nobocfy, but &om 
sttch of my own private class as are able to pay . 
theni. Nobody ever asked me to do this, and 
nobody thanks me focr it, except the young men 
^mselves ; and yet, in all this there is so litUe 
merit, it betpg as easy for me to lecture to a hun- 
dred as to thirty, that I should not have thought 
it W(u*th mentibning, except with a view to ob^ 
viate an objection, that seems to be implied in 
srane things, that have been thrown out at this 
time. 

" So much for my duties t;o the public, to 
which, I would &in hope, it will be found, that 
I am not quite insensible. But, according to my 
notions of morality, there are also duties which a 
man owes to his &mily, and to himsdf : nor is it, 
in my opinion, incumbent on any man to over- 
look the latteii,'mer-^y- because it is possible, that^ 
by so doing, he might dlsdiarge tbefbnner more 
effectually. I •do -not thmk it the doty of any 
particular Christian; ctf you, "for instance, or Mr 
Arbut^not, or myself, to relinquish ibqs £unily, 
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fiiends, and country, and to ^.tteinpt th? conver- 
sion of the Indians ; and yet, it is not 3]>solutelY 
impossible, but that, by so doing, he might per- 
fonn a great deal of good. My health and quiet 
may l>e of little consequence to the public, but 
thej- are of very considerable consequence to me, 
and to those who depend upon me ; and I am 
certain, that I shall have a much better chance 
of securing both, by staying where I am, than 
by removing to Edinburgh. Dr Gregory was of 
this opinion : I can show his hand-wrilii^g for it; 
and this is the opinion of many others. I have 
more reasons than th? world knpws of, to wish 
"(o pass the latter part of my days in quiet ; and 
the more quiet, and the more health I enjoy, the 
more I shall have it in my power to exert myself 
in the service of the public 

" To what Lord Hailes adds, in the conclusion 
of his letter, about my leaving the office in ques- 
tion, if I found it disagreeable, in the hopes of 
finding some decent retirement elsewhere, I make 
no reply : I only say, that I wonder at it I 
wish there were more foundation for his humour- 
ous conjecture about my food ; If I cpuld .eat ve- 
getables, I should think myself a great man ; but, 



byGoogIc — 



l94 XIFE OF DB BEATTIE. 

&las ! the state of my health is such, that I daitf 
not indulge myself in that wholesome diet. 

" I hope his lordship will noV be convinced, 
that I am neither whimsical nor timorous in this 
afiair. The reasons I have specified, have been 
admitted as valid by many persons, whose judge- 
ment in other matters he would allow to be 
good, if I were to name them ; which I would 
do, without scruple, if I thought it necessary'. 

" I shall only add, what you, my dear friend, 
know to be a truth, and what I can bring the 
fullest evidence to prove, that my present disin- 
clination to an Edinburgh professorship is not 
the consequence of any late ikvourable change in 
my circumstances. The very same disinclination 
I shewed, and the sanie feasons I urged, more 
than two years ago, when I had no prospect of 
such a fevourable change. 

" To coDcIude ; every principle of public and 
private duty forbids me to comply with this kind 
solicitation of my friends j and I will add, that 
, nothing but a regard to duty could have deter- 
mined me to resist so kind a solicitation. I am 
certain, the city of Edinburgh can find no difli- 
culty in procuring an abler professor thain I am. 
I heartily wish it may ever flourish in learning, 
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dhA in every useiiil and honourable art ; and I 
shall ever retain a most grateiul sense of the ho- - 
nour which so many of its inhabitants have done 
tae, on this occasion. 

*' 1 ask pardon for not answering your letter 
sooner. My health is just now in such a states 
(the confinementj occasioned by my broken arm, 
having brought back many of my old complaints,) 
that I am not able to write more than a few sen- 
tences at a time, without suffering for it. 

" I have not said a word on the subject of in- 
terest It is evident to me, and I think I could 
prove to your satis&ction, that the change, now 
proposed, would be detrimental in that respect. 
But this consideration should not deter me from 
making the change, if my duty required me to 
make it And yet, even if I were to pay sotne 
attention to interest in an afluir of this kind, I 
do not believe that the world in general would 
blame me, considering that I have others to pro- 
vide for, besides myself It may be said, indeed, 
that, having already gotten as much as might 
support me independently on my office, which is 
more than I deserve, I have no right to extend 
my views to interest any further. I admit the 
fact; but I deny the inference, in which I will 
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^0% believe any man tp he sprioua, till hp show 
me, by his o^n conduct, tj^at |ie thinks it var 

*' The reasons I have here specified, I wi^h to 
\te as generally kpown, in and abcjut Edinburgh, 
as you may think necessary, for ^e vindicatioa 
of my character." 



This letter was inclosed in the following. 



LETTER LXXVIII. 

DB BEATTIE TO SIR WTLLIAM FOBBE3. 

Aberdeen, 23d April, 177 +. 

" The long letter, inclosed, you are to consider 
as an answer, not to yours, hut to those of Lord 
Hailes to you. I know, not only the goodness, 
but the generosity and gentleness of your heart ; 
and, I am sure, you would never wish me to do 
a thing disagreeable to me, if L could, with a 
■clear conscience avoid it. Our leaxned and wpr- 
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thy fiifstd seems to thinl(, th^t my mt^reat ab4 
gi»tiiicatio.ii ought to be entirely ojat of tlie ques- 
tion ; in this, I know, you will (UfPer from him, 
^ well as in somt; it^inualwoa t<>uching tny eh»- 
F9£ter, which, I confess, pique me a little. But 
Uiis eittre nous. 1 have the gpreateat wg^rd for 
him, DotwithstaiHling, on account of his learning 
and worth ; -and I am pretty certain he hits, a re- 
gard for me ; but I thought it was best to speak 
plain, and put an end to the afl^ir at once, fie 
assured, that I. flid not form my present resolu- 
tion without very good reason." 



It was ohvipusly Dr Seattle's intenticm, that I 
should transmit this letter tf> ip^rd Hailes, as coi^r 
taining a, full statement of cmr iriend's determina- 
tion, and of his reasons for it But I confisss, the 
letter did not altf^ether ple^ae me. I though^ 
it ViittfSi -w a tone somewhat too peremptory, 
iu'in^lylt^ so w^-meant a communication. On 
coQ^fing with %ws> of ourfitost intimate, friei^ 
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who entirely agreed with me in my opinion of the 
letter, I resolved not to send it to Lord Haile^ 
but rather to cop)' out some paragraphs from it, 
which I transmitted to him. At the same time, 
I thought it right to send to Dr Beattie an exact 
copy of what I had thus written. The following 
letters, which I received in reply, closed the cor- 
respondence on the subject 



LETTER LXXIX. 

LORD HAILES TO SIR WILLIAH FORBES. 

New H^lea, 39th April, 1774. 

" I am sorry to see that Dr Beattie is so resol- 
ved : I do not see that more can be said ; he 
seems to be dissatisBed with something that you 
and I have said, I am sure without reason. fVko 
the people are, whose judgment I would think 
good in other matters, and who have confirmed 
him in his resolutions, I know not, nor can I ven- 
ture to guess ; I possibly suspect one, of whose 
sound head, and distinguished abihties, I have a 
just sense ; but be and I do not always tliink in 
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the same way. I c6uld mention men, well known 
in the literary world, dead and alive, who thought 
and think verj' difti:rently from some of the Doc- 
tor's friends, but 1 have my reasons for being si- 
lent as to names. Since this af^r has taken so 
unfortunate a turn, you and I have done what 
we thought right, Dr Beattie has done what he 
thought right, and there is no more to be said ; 
I hope, that all will be for the best 

" When you write to Dr Beattie, please as- 
sure him, in the warmest manner, of my good 
wishes and regard/ 



I^ETTER LXXX, 

P% BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAM FORBES. 

Abeideen, 8th May, 1774. 

" I have this moment received your packet, 
whicli I shall answer, at some length, hereafter. 
In the meantime, I take the opportunity to tell 
3"ou, by the return of the post, that your conduct, 
in the whole of this business, is prudent, benevo- 
lent, and friendly. I beg, therefore, you may 
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inake your mind perfectly easy on that head. 
Show this letter ■to Mr Arbuthnot."* 



As I wished to show at once the wh<rfe of the 
■correspoftdence respecting the Etlinburgh profes- 
sorship, in order that what passed on that occa- 
sion may be the more distinctly known, I delay- 
ed to insert the following letters, which ttrere 
written in the interval, between the two periods 
of that correspondence. 

* In this letter, wbich was ostensible, I jbund inclosed a slip 
of paper, on which he had written to me the following most af- 
fectionate note ; 

" I cannot help telling you on this scrap, that I could have 
wished you had been entirely determined by your own judge- 
ment, in the affair of the letter. Not that there was any harm 
in consulting those two friends, whom nobody on earth can ho- 
Dour more than I doj but because I wish you to believe, that 
your opinion alone is at any time sufficient authority with me, 
for the propriety of any measure you may be pleased to re- 
commend. There is not a thought of my heart, which I wish 
to conceal from you ; and I have b^n long accustomed to lay 
my piind open to you, with less reserve, than to any body else ; 
indeed, without any sort of reserve at all- It may, therefore, 
sometimes happen, that I shall write 'to you, what I would not 
wish any body else to read." 
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LETTER LXXXI. 

Dtt BEATTIE TO MRS MONTAGU. 

Aberdeen, LSth December, 1773. 
*' My Studies proceed so slowly, that I can 
hardly be said to study at all ,■ which, after what 
I have told you, wUl not appear surprising. I 
have, however, add^d largely to my discourse on 
classical learnrng, and have been looking out for 
materials towards the finishing of my other little 
essays. If the 'subscription-aftair succeed, I hope 
I shall have everything in readiness in due time. 
I understand^ by a letter from Mr Gregory to 
one of his friends here, -that he has been obliged 
to lay aside the scheme of publishing his father's 
works in one volume ; two of the treatises being 
(it seems) the property of Dodsley the book- 
seller : this has inade me postpone, to a time of 
more leisure;, what 1 intended to write on the 
subject of the doctor's character. I knew that 
Mr Gregory* would please you : he is, indeedj 

* DrJamesGregory, (eldest sou of the late Dr John Gregory,) 
• pbyeisiaa of the fint euihebce, at present* in Edinburgh, and 
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aa excellent young man ; I know not whether I 
ever have met with one of his years, whose heart 
was so good, or whose understanding was so tdo- 
roughly improved. 

*' I had the honour of a letter, lately, from the 
Duchess of Portland, which I will answer soon. 
Mrs Dplany's misfortune gave great concern to 
Mrs Beattie and me; hut as you mention no- 
thing of it, we are satisfied that the danger is 
now over. 

" It gives me pleasure to hear, that your ne- 
phew finds Edinburgh so much to his mind. Mr 
Arbuthnot will do every thing in his power to 
jnake it agreeable to him. To the soundest prin- 
ciples, and to the best heart, to a very extensive 
knowledge both of men and books, and to great 

who fills the chair of Profeaxtr of the Praetice of Pkyaic in that 
university, with such dbtinguished ability. From a youth, he 
eojoyed the friendship of I)r Beattie, as it were by hereditaiy 
right: and at all times eodeavoured, by his medical skill, to 
^ntribute to the restoration of the health of one who had been 
so dear to his father, and whom he himself so highly esteemed 
and respected. The elegant and classical inscription, for Qr 
Seattle's monument at Aberdeen, which will be found hereafter, 
it of Dr Gregory's composition. I have already mentiooedf 
the intimate friendship with which the late Sr Gregory honour- 
ed me, aad I am proud U> boast of its continuance with his son. 

* VoLI. p.«. 
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delicacy and correctness of taste, Mr Arbuthnot 
joins a vein of pleasantry and good humour, pe- 
culiar to himself, which renders his conversation 
equally agreeable and instructive. His character, 
in many particulars, resembles that of his nat^e- 
sake and near relation, the famous Dr John Ar- 
buthuot ; but my friend has none of those singu- 
larities of manner, which sometimes rendered his 
great kinsman somewhat ridiculous. I am convin- 
ced that your nephew and he wilt be mutually 
agreeable to each other; and as Mr Arbuthnot is 
well acquainted with every body in Edinburgh, he 
is one of the properest persons there-to give ad- 
vice to the other, in regard to his company. 1 
shall write to Mr Arbuthnot in a few days, and 
tell him what you say of him, which, I kpow, 
will make him very happy.* 

" I know not, whether, in a former letter, I 
did not give you some account of an oflFer I late- 
ly had, from «ome of the town-council of Edin- 
burgh, of their interest of bringing me into that 
university, in which, at present, there is a pro- 
fessorship vacant. I thanked them in the best 

• Vol. I. p. 3*. 
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matiner I could; but, for several reasons, some 
of which I specified to them, and with all of 
which you are well acquainted, I begged leave 
to decline the offer. 

" Yesterday's post brought me a letter from 
tiie Archbishop of York : It is more than friend- 
ly,, it is an affectionate letter. HisOrace had 
written to me soon afler my return to Scotland, 
to congratulate me on my late Success ; and, by 
a very delicate hint, he gave me an opportunity 
of explaining, whether I would now confine my 
future views to this country, or make any further 
effijrts to rise higher in the world. My answer 
to that part of his Grace's letter was to the folr 
lowing purpose : 

" Tliat my late succ^s was g^reater than I had 
any reason either to expect or wish for; that I 
considered myself aa rewarded beyond my dcr 
servings ; that the provision, now made for me, 
was sufiicient to procure for me, at Aberdeen, 
every convenience of life which 1 had any ri^t 
to aspire after; that I had neither spirits nor bo- 
dily health to qualify me for a life of bustle and 
anxiety ; and that I might, perhaps, be as useful 
in my present station as in any other; that, there- 
fore, to give my friends any iarther trouble in se- 
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conding my views, would, in my judgment, be 
to presume too iar upon their generosity, and my 
own merit. . The Archbishop approves highly of 
these sentiments. " Your resolution (says he) 
" to employ your time and endeavours to pro- 
" mote the cause of truth, and your content to 
"remain in Scotland with your present provi- 
" sions, is worthy of you ; * • • and though your 
" entry into our church would have been a hap- 
" py acquisition to it, yet I cannot but applaud 
" your determination." 



At the time when Dr Beattie went to London, 
in the year 1773, and when it was veiy uncet- 
tain whether he might ever receive any substan- 
tial mark of his Majesty's royal approbation, his 
friends in London, seeing how much he and his 
family stood in need of some farther emolument, 
than what merely arose from his professorship, 
projected a scheme of publishing there, by sub- 
scription, an edition of his '* Essay on Truth,'" by 
which, it was hoped, a considerable sum might 
be raised. It was by no means intended to ad- 



i.vCoogk' ^ 



36 LIFE OP DR B£ATTt&. 

verUse it publicly ; but merely to conduct it pri- 
vately, by means of a few of his particular friends, 
Lady Mayne, Mrs Montagu, Dr Porteus, and a 
few others, whose extensive circle of acquainr 
tanpe might give them an opportunity of procu- 
ring a large number of subscriptions. A mode 
this, which, -it was thought, could neither /be 
construed into indelicacy towards him, nor the 
public. The book did not make its appearance 
until the year 1776, as I shall have occasion to " 
mention hereafter. But as the matter of the 
subscription became pretty generally known, and 
Tiad been differently thought of by some of hig 
friends, the inclosed letter to Lady Mayne* sets 
the matter in its proper point of view. 

^ The Honourable Frances AJIen, daughter and co-heiress of 
Joshua Lord Viscouat Allen, Lady of Sir William Mayne, Bart, 
afterwards created Lord Newhaven, firom both of Trhom Dr 
Beattie experienced the strongest marks of friendly and pc^te 
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LETTER LXXXII. 

DE BEATTIE TO LADT MATNE. 

Aberdeen, SdJanuaiy, 1?74>. 

" Of my worthy and genetous friend, Dr Ma- 
jendie, I know not what to say. !■ must leave it 
to your Ladyship to tell him, for no words of 
mine have energy enough, with what gratitude, 
affection, and esteem, I do, and ever -shall, re- 
member him. The sentiments which bis royal 
mistress * has been pleased to express, in regard 
to my affairs, do me the greatest honour; and I 
should be unworthy of them, if they did not give 
me the greitest pleasure. It is peculiarly fortu- 
nate, that her M-^ — y should honour the sub- 
scription with her approbation. This may ex- 
clude, from a certain quarter, thoge misrepresenta- 
tions of this affair, which, 1 have reason to think, 
are already circulating, very much to the preju- 
dice of my character. I was, indeed, somewhat 
apprehensive, from the beginning, that my ene- 

• VoL I. p. 3S7. 
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mira might tax me with avarice and impudence. 
But your Ladyship and Mrs Montagu concerted 
the scheme in such a manner, that, if it is right- 
ly understood, it must redound, even in the judge- 
ment of my enemies thenwelves, still more to my 
honour, tlian it can to my interest. And of this 
I lately endeavoured to satisfy a friend of mine 
in England, a gentleman eminent in the literary 
world, who, on hearing some imperfect account 
of a subscription, wrote me a letter, urging me, 
in the most earnest manner, as I valued my cha- 
racter, to put a stop to it I gave him, in re- 
,tum, as plain an account as, without naming 
names, could be given, of the rise and progress 
of the affair. I told him, " that it was a thing 
" of a private nature entirely ; projected, not by 
" me, but by some of my friends, who had con- 
'* descended to charge themselves with the whole 
" trouble of it; that it was never meant to be 
" madt: public, nor put into the hands of book- 
" sellers, nor carried on by solicitation, but was 
" to be considered as a •ookmtary mark of the ap- 
" probation of some persons of rank and fottune, 
" who wished it to be known, that they patron- 
" ized me on account of what I had written in 
" defence of tmth ; and that I was so far from 
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*" de»ring to put the patience or generosity of 
" my friends to any further trial, that I had re- 
" peatedly protested, and did still protest, that 
" I was fully satisfied with the provision which, 
" by his Majesty's bounty, I now enjoy, which 
" was equal to my w;i8hes, and far superior, in 
" my opinion, to my deservings." I told him, 
fiirther, " that, considering the nature of this 
" subscription, and the high character of the per- 
" sons who had proposed it, I could not have re- 
" fused my consent, without giving myself airs, 
" which would have very ill become me :" and I 
added, " that while the subscription, by remain- 
" ing in suspense, was liable to be misunder- 
" stood, I trusted to my fiiends for the vindica^ 
" tion of my conduct; but that, if ever the in- 
" tended volume came to be published, I should 
" take care to do justice, in a preface, both to 
" them and to myself, by stating the matter f^r- 
" ly to the public." This information will, I hope, 
satisfy the gentleman, that the subscription is 
not, as he was made to believe, disgraceful to my 
character, (these are bis words,) but, on the con- 
Uaxy, highly creditable to it, and honourable. 
However, that it may never be in the power, 
even of malice itself, to lay ai^ thing to tay chaise 
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on thi» score, I would humbly propose, that no 
entreaty should be used to draw in subscribers, 
and that they, who make objections, should ne- 
ver be addressed a second time on the subject." 



LETTER LXXXIII. 

Dft BEATTIE TO BOBERT' ARBUTHNOT, ESQ. 

Aberdeeo, 8lh January, 177*. 

" Since I left London, Mr Hume's friends have 
been contriving a new method, to blacken my 
character. I have been written to upon the sub- 
ject, and desired to vindicate myself; as the ut- 
most industry is used, even by, some people of 
name, to circulate the malicious report. 

" The charge against me, as stated in my cor- 
respondent's letter, is word for word as follows ; 
I am accused of rancour and ingratitude to Mr 
Hume; " for (say they) Mr Hume was. very in- 
" strumental in procuring for me the professor- 
" ship I now hold at Aberdeen, and kept up a 
" friendly correspondence with me forsoinetioie; 
" till at length 1 sent him a poem of mine (which 
" was never printed:) but Mr Hume not liking 
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** it, and being frank in his nature, sent me word, 
" it was as insipid as milk and water; upon which, 
." bent on revenge, I immediately set about my 
" Essay on Truth, which is full of virulence and 
" misquotatioo." 

" You may believe, that an accusation of this 
sort, in which, you knmv, I can prove there is not 
one single word of truth, cannot give me much 
pain. But l should be glad, that Mr Hume,' for 
his own sake, would disavow it ; and iudeed. I 
cannot suppose, that he is so destitute of can- 
dour, as to give countenance to a report, which he 
himself certainly knows to be altogether fiilse." 



LETTER LXXXIV. 

SIH JOSHUA RETNOLDS TO DR BEATTIE. 

Loodon, 22d February, ]774i. 
" I sit down to relieve my mind from great 
anxiety and uneasiness, and I am very serious 
when I say, that this proceeds from not answer- 
ing your letter sooner. " This seems very strange, 
you will say, since the cause may be so easily re- 
moved ; but the truth of the matter is, I waited 
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to be able to inform you that your picture ts* 
finished, which, however, I cannot now do. I 
must confess to you, that when I sat down, I did 
intend to tell a sort of a white lie, that it was fi- 
nished : but, on recoUectiug that I was writing 
to the author of truth, about a picture of truth, 
I ought to say nothing but truth. The truth 
then is, that the picture probably will be finish- 
ed before you receive this letter ; for there is no^ 
above a day's work remaining to be done. Mr 
Hume has heard from somebody, that he is intro- 
duced in the picture, not much to his credit; 
there is only a figure, covering his face with his 
hands, which tbey may call Hume, or any body 
else ; it is true it has a tolerable broad back. Aa 
for Voltaire, I intended he should be one of the 
group. 

" I intended to write more, but I hear the 
postman's bell. Dr Johnson, who is with mc 
now, desires his compliments." 
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LETTER LXXXV. 

DR BEATTIE TO UBS HONTAOU. 

Aberdeen, ISth Match, 1774. 

*' The second book of the ' Minstrel,' (which 
Mr Fred. Montagu permits me to send under his 
cover,) will be delivered to you, along with this ; 
and I must give you the trouble to keep it till 
Mr Dilly call for it You were very indulgent 
to that part of it which you read last summer, in 
which I have made no very material alterations. 
I am impatient to know your opiniori of the other 
part, and particularly of the conclusion, which I 
do not like the better for its being on a new plan, 
but to which I cannot help being partial, for the 
sake of the subject. You will see that the blank 
is to be filled up with the name of Gregory ; a 
name which I forbear to write at length, till I 
see whether the pubhc opinion will be so favour- 
able, as to justify my taking that liberty with so 
dearand so respectable a friend. The lines relating 
to him were written (as I think I told you be- 
fore) immediately after I received the melancholy 
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iiews of his death ; when my mind was oppressed 
with a weight of sorrow, which I did not, and 
which I needed not, attempt to exaggerate in the 
description. His friendship was for many year* 
a never-failing source of consolation to me, in all 
my distresses; and he was taken from me at a 
time, when my health was very bad, and my spi- 
rits in a most dejected condition. I had a letter 
from ,Mr Gregory, a few days ago, inclosing a 
copy of .'The Father's Legacy.' I read it several 
years ago, in manuscript, and I then told the 
Doctor, that I looked upon it as the most elegant 
of all his compositions. 

"You are right. in conjecture, in regard to 

Dr ■ . He had, it seems, heard some account 

of a subscription, and wrote of it to Mr 

of , whose letter to me was in these words : 

" I take the liberty to trouble you with this line, 
" merely to-mention a thing, which my friend, 
" Dr — : — , out «f pure good will to you, advises 
" me to mention. . He writes me word, that he 
" hears, L on good authority, .a subscription has 
"been set on foot, and is. soliciting, for- your 
" ' Minstrel,' (as well the new, as the old part.) 
" This way of publishing it, he thinks (and I 
" heaitily concur \nth him) will be thought un- 
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■* worthy of your character, and will certainly 
** disgust your best friends. I take it for grant- 
" ed, if the story is true, you have acquiesced in 
" the thing, at the Instance of some friend, who 
*' did not feel that this method of publishing has 
"so mean an appeai-ance, as it really at present 
*' has. I would, therefore, advise you, by all 
** means, to stop the progress of the affair, as 
*' soon as possible ; for I really think, it will be 
*' highly disgraceful to a person of your confest 

" abilities, if itproceed3,"8£c. I returned Mr 

an answer in course, and told him, that Dr ■ 

bad been misinformed in regard to the ' Minstrel,' 
biit that there actually was on foot a subscripti(m 
of another sort, of which I gave him thataccount, 
which I af^rwards sent to Lady Mayne, in that 
letter which you read. This happened about 
three months ago; and I have not heard from 

Mr ^ since ; from which I know not whether 

to draw a favourable, or ati unfavourable infe- 
rence. 

" Pray, madam, be so good as to iavour me 
with some account of the Bishop of Carlisle, Dr 
Law, if he happens to be of yojir acquaintance. 
His Lordship (in a book lately published) has 
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been pleased to attack me in a strange manner,* 
though in few words, and very superciliously 
seems to condemn my whole book ; " because I 
" believe in the identity of the human soni, and 
** that there are innate powers, and implanted in- 
" stincts in our nature." He hints, too, at my 
being a native of Scotland, and imputes my un- 
natural way of reasoning, (for so he characterises 
it,) to my ignorance of what has been written on 
the other side of the question, by some late au- 
thors. It would be a very easy matter for me to 
return such an answer to his Lordship, as would 
satisfy the world, that he has been rather hasty 
in signing my condemnation ; but perhaps it Mriil 
be better to take no ncitice of it : I shall be de- 
termined by your advice. His doctrine is, that 
the human soul forfeited its immortality by the 
fall, but regained it in consequence of the metiis 
(^ Jesus Christ, and that it cannot exist without 
the body; and must, therefore, in the interval 
between death and the resurrection, remain in a 
state of non-existence. The theory is not a new 
one ; but his Lordship seems to be one of the 



* CoDsidenttiooB on the Theory of £eligioD, by EdnHiacU 
Lord Bishop of Carlule, p. 431. 
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jmost sanguine of its adherents. Some of the. ob- 
jections, drawn from the scripture, he gets the 
better of by a mode of criticism, which, I humbly 
think, would not be admitted in a commoitary 
upon any other book. 

" I must now beg leave to put you in mind, 
that I have a claim on you, for an essay to my 
quarto volume; for I wish to have in it some- 
thing new, that is really worth the money to be 
paid for it. I ground my claim upon a promise, 
which, I think, you were pleased to make me at 
Sandleford. Such a contribution will give you 
DO trouble; and to me, considering how poorly 
provided I am for furnishing out a whole quarto, 
it will be an act of the greatest charity. The 
hope of it will be a spur to my industry ; for 
though it is impossible for me to provide for it 
suitable accommodation, I shall, however, bestir 
myself in decking and garnishing the rest of the 
volume for its recq>tion. Since I have been in 
this state of confinement, I have unused myself 
in collecting materials for finishing an ' Essay on 
Laughter,' which I sketched out about ten years 
ago. I intend that it shall be one of my addi- 
tional essays : it is a grave philosophical enquiry 
into the natune of these objects that provoke 
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«red me to make a proposal to you, which, whe- 
ther it be agreeable to you or not, will be, I am 
sure, ccmsidered by you as a real proof of his 
friendship and esteem. It is, that in case you 
should have resolved to follow the advice of some 
of your friends, with regard to taking orders ia 
our church, he has a living in his neighbourhood 
in Dorsetshire, likely to be very soon vacant^ 
which he will not dispose of till he knows your 
mind. I believe Sir William and I know it pretty 
well ; but, as it did not become me to answer for 
you, I have only undertaken to obtain your own, 
whicli he begs may be as soon as possible, because 
he has a number of applications for it, though the 
yearly value is only a hundred and fifty pounds. 
You will, I dare say, judge it proper to write to 
him yourself upon the occasion. 

" He is. a man of most uncommon goodness of 
heart ; he and his charming wife are well-deser- 
ving of each other. They both, in the beginning 
of this winter, proposed a plan, for a society of 
well-disposed persons, to raise a fund by volun- 
tary subscription, for the relief of distressed and 
deserving objects. The society soon became very 
numerous, as well as rich, and consists of several 
ef the highest rank, and most eminent virUi^ 

VOL. II. D 
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besides others who wish to imitate such good 
examples. 

" Some veiy honest judicious people are kept 
in pay, to enquire and examine strictly into the 
true state of all such objects as send in petitioiu, 
And a committee of thirty meet every Saturday 
moniing, to consider the reports of these enquirers, 
and to order suitable relief; besides which, the 
vhtde body of subsaibers, to the amount of five 
guineas and upwards, have a general meeting 
every Wednesday evening, to form general rules 
and regulations, and consult upon any extraordi- 
nary cases that may offer. Besides this commit- 
tee, there is another chosen^ consisting of six 
ladies, and a seventh called the treasurer, whose 
department it is to employ poor women in work, 
who are industrious, but deprived of employment. 
I dare say it will immediately strike you, that 
such an unlimited plan must soon become im- 
practicable, in such a town as this is, &om the 
infinity of business that would multiply daily : 
and so it has proved. We therefore, about a 
month ago, found ourselves obliged to confine 
ourselves to the residents in five parishes; St 
James's, St George's, St Ann's, St Martin's, and ' 
Marybone. This gave a little relief for some 
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time ; but now, as m^ht well be expected, the 
poor are all establishing themselves within these 
limits, so that, I greatly fear, this most excellent 
scheme cannot hcdd out long, at least upon its 
present footing. However, the aeal that the 
greatest number of the subscribers manifest, and 
the indefatigable pains, as well as time, that they 
employ this way, in spite of all the allurements 
of pleasure and dissipation that surround them, 
make me hope, that expenence will open the 
way t6 some effectual and durable method of 
doing all the good they wish, both ia the way of 
relief and detection. Lady Charlotte Finch, and 
her two daughters, ber sister, Lady Juliana Penn, 
Lady Spencer, Lady Erskine, Lord and Lady 
Dartree, Lady Dartmouth, your friend Mr Haw- 
kins Browne, the Duchess of NoTthumberland, 
Lord and Lady Willoughby, Miss Cowper, Miss 
Proby, Mrs EUz. Carter, and a very great num- 
ber besides, give up the greatest part of their 
time and thoughts to this business, to such a de- 
gree, that some have suffered in their health by 
it- 

" Who would have expected, some time ago, 
to be so edified in the year 1774, in contemplat- 
ing the occupations of one of the first and most 
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Dumerous societies in the environs of St James's? 
I know this will give double satisfaction to you, 
as it tends to* confirm your system of innate good- 
ness ; for I am sure the greatest part of this so* 
dety did not acquire theirs, either by prejudices 
of education, or by the London habits, in which 
they were early initiated. I dare say it would 
^ve you the greatest satisfaction to attend at 
any of these weekly meetings, where you would 
see 80 many amiable people, attentive, for seve- 
ral hours together, to the sole purpose of trying 
to alleviate the distresses of th^ir fellow-crea* 
ture?.'' 



LETTER LXXXVIL 

DB fiEATTIB TO LADT UATNE. 

Aberdeen, 20th May, 1774. 
•' I have enclosed an answer to Mr John Pitt's 
very kind offer, which you will be so good as to 
forward. I thank him for his generosity, of 
which, indeed, I have a very affecting sense : 
but I tell him, that, by the advice of my best 
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friends, I have given up all thoughts of entering 
into the church, many months ago. 

" I am much obliged to you, madani, for your 
agreeable account of the charitable society, lately 
established in the neighbourhood of St Jameses. 
It is, as you observe, an honour to my theory of 
virtue : but, what ^ves me much more pleasure, 
(theorist as I am,) it does honour also to the vir- 
tue and good sense of the ^e, it does honour to 
human nature. I do not know any thing more 
desirable, nor more difficult, than to lay down, 
and carry into execution, a proper plan for the 
relief of the poor, which, without encouraging 
idleness or vice, shall administer real comfort to 
the helpless and the needy. The provision, estab- 
lished by your poor's rate in England, is indeed 
very ample, nay, in some places so exorbitant, 
that I should think nothing could flourish in 
those places, but poverty. I have heard of eight, 
ten, nay, even fourteen shillings in the pound, 
'paid, in some parishes, to the poor's rate, which, 
added to the land-tax, would seem to make the 
land-holder the poorest man in the district. There 
must be some grievous mismanagement, both in 
the exaction and application of such sums ; and 
it were most devoutly to be wished, that the le- 
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gislature would endeavour to provide a remedy 
for so enormous an evil. Till this be done, all 
that individuals can in prudence do, is to enquire 
into, and relieve the necessities of those poor» 
who live in their neighbourhood, and with whose 
circumstances they are well acquainted, either 
from personal knowledge, or undoubted informa- 
tion. Were this done in all parts of the kingdom, 
the poor would be better supplied than by any 
legal provision, how great soever; and begging, 
as a trade, would be at an end ; and nothing can 
be more praise-worthy, than for persons of rank 
and fortune to set the example of so benevolent 
an institution. 

" A Prince of Liege, in order to cancel all at 
once the wrong side of his spiritual account, be- 
queathed, on his death-bed, his whole fortune^ 
which was veiy large, to the poor, appointing the 
Magistrates of Liege his administrators. The con- 
sequence is, that of all the beggars and vagabonds 
in the Netherlands, Liege is now the common re- 
ceptacle. It is no uncommon thing for an army of 
five or six thousand of these people to invest the 
house of the chief magistrate, and threaten to 
extirpate him, and all his generation, with fire 
and Eword, if he does not instantly make a pecu- 
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niary distribution. The gentleman froin whonl 
I have this account, and who is a person of sense 
and veracity, resided some time in Liege, and, to 
give an idea of the multitude of beggars that 
sWium in die streets of that town, totd me fiir- 
ther, that one day, in walking half a mite, hti 
gave away, to professed beggars, not less than 
fifty-eight pieces of mofiey. I need not tell your 
Ladyship what inferences are to be drawn from 
this story." 



LETTER LXXXVIIL* 

UR» MONTAGU TO DR BEATTIE. 

Sandleford, 2lBt June, 1773. 

" My he^h is greatly improved since I came 
hither, and I shall be able to enjoy the pleasure 
of the Duchess of Portland's conversation, and 
the charms of BuUstrode. I had the honour and 
happiness of passing many of my youthful days 
in that society, and that place; so that I feel a 

* The following aeren letters ought to have been inserted 
at their proper dates. I prefer giving them in this manner to 
the reader, rather than fritbbold them altogether. 
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more tender and sincere joy when I return to i^ 
than I -find any where else. The Duchess does 
honour to her sex, and to her rank ; peculiar pu- 
rity and dignity have distinguished her through 
every stage of life. Her example, as a da^ghte^, 
a wife, a mother, have not been excelled by any 

' one ; as a lady of the highest birth, rank, and 
fortune, it has not been equalled. Her humility, 
benevolence, and generosity, give an amiableness 
to her whole conduct, and make every one round 
her happy. 

" I long to see you here. I had yesterday 
thirty-six hay-makers, and their children, at din- 
ner, in a grove in the garden. When they work 
in my sight, I love to see that they eat as well 
as labour, and often send them a treat, to which 
they bring an appetite that gives a better relish 
than the Madeira wine, and Cayenne pepper, in 
which the alderman stews his turtle. You would 

, have eiyoyed the sight of this feast ; to which 
temperance was steward, frugality cook, and 
hunger the guest." 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 

iJRS MONTAGU TO DB BEATTIE. 

Angnst 2Sd, I77S. 

" While my imagination was delighting itself, 
in painting you in alt the 6orid colours, and ut- 
most glow of prosperity and joy, you were, in 
idJzX, languishing on a sick bed ! What a poor 
"limitary cherab"* is our " divine Alma!" igno- 
lant of all things that do not pass in her presence, 
and often deceived in those that do ! I flatter 
myself, that the fresh air, and tranquillity of this 
place, will soon restore your strength and spirits. 
." I , am delighted with Sir Joshua Reynolds' 
plan, and do not doubt but he will make a very 
noble picture of. it I class Sir Joshua with the 
greatest genius's that have ever appeared in the 
art of painting ; and I wish he was employed by 
the public, in some great work, that would do 
honour to our country in fiiture ages. He has 
the spirit of a Grecian artist. The Athenians 

• Miltan., 
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did not employ such men in painting portraits to 
place over a chimney, or the door of a. private 
cabinet. I long to see the picture he is now 
designing ; virtue and truth are subjects worthy 
of the artist and the man. He has an excellent 
moral character, and is most pleasing and amia- 
ble in society; and, with great talents, has un- 
common humility and gentleness." 



LETTER XC. 

R£V. DS HAJENDIE TO DR BEATTIE. 

K«w-Qreen, October lath, 1773. 
" As soon as your favour of the 10th Sep* 
tember last, and the copies attending it, reached 
me here, I iailed not immediately to make use of 
the whole, as it had been agreed upon between 
us. The two copies of your- ' Minstrel ' were most 
graciously received by their Majesties, and your 
letter of the above date read through by both 
with apparent sattsiaction ; and no wonder, as a 
vein of propriety, good sense, and manly grati- 
tude, is so conspicuous in every part of it. May 
you, good Sir, long enjoy the pleasure arising 
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flom such feelings, and ever have the additional 
one, of disseminating them all around you. This 
I know to be your fixed purpose; a nobler one . 
you cannot have in view. May every circum- 
stance in life concur to crown it with success. 

" Your ' Minstrel ' (for a very neat copy of 
which I have now to thank you) I have read 
with much satisfaction. As far as I am able to 
judge of this kind of composition, it seems ade- 
quate to the subject; the verse flowing easily, 
and unaffectedly; the sentiments of the young 
hero of the piece, such as unvitiated nature sug- 
gests; and your descriptions, in many places, 
truly poetical and. aubUme, Your stanzas XI^ 
and XLI, are happily brought in, well executed. 
So deserved a stricture upon the grovelling Pyr- 
rhonians. and Epicureans, is worthy of the author 
of the ' Essay on Truth.' Pray go on with a. 
subject you have so successfully begun. Let us 
soon see the good, the innocent, the guiltless 
Edwin (no more your own, since the time you 
have been pleased to show him to the public) 
proceeding through life as he has commenced it 
Nothing can be a bar to his merits and happiness 
in the world, provided, Qualis ab incepto processc' 
lit, et aifn constet. You, Sir, have fostered him 
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into the world. How can he miscany, under a*^ 
able a Mentor r" 



LETTER 5CCI. 

UBS UONTAGU TO DR BEATTIE. 

Sandlefon], 9m October, 1773. 
" I have just begun a posthumous work of the 
famous Helvetius, (who wrote a book called 
' L'Esprit,' some years ago). It is astonishing to 
see how the understandings and language of the 
French are corrupted, since the time of Louis 
XIV. I am particularly provoked at one prac- 
tice of theirs, which is, whenever they repeat an 
old, and long acknowledged truth, they endea- 
vour to put it off as their own observation and 
discovery ; and every tiovel fellacy, the offspring 
of their own brain, they introduce as a known 
and demonstrated argument, verified by experi- 
ence. What a cheat should we account a shop- 
keeper, who put the sterling mark on his pewter, 
and having in his warehouse only three or four 
silver spoons and salts, omitted to mark them 
with, the true indication of their value, and how 
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surprised would the customer be wben he found 
he had prized most highly the baser metal !" 



LETTER XCII. 

HRS UONTAGU TO DR BEATTIE. ' 

LanioB, 4th April, 1774. 

" I have for six different mornings intended 
writing to you, and as often have been disap- 
pointed, by persons, who, with very polite inten- 
tions of making me civil visits, robbed me of the 
hours I had destined to a more pleasing purpose. 
With great satis&ction I consigned your charm- 
ing * Minstrel' to Mr Dilly ; it will soon come 
abroad, and, I have no doubt, meet with the 
highest approbation. You have added many fine 
stanzas since I saw it, and I like much the con- 
clusion, though it does not belong to the subject. 
However, it is the sweetest office of the Minstrel, 
to sing the praise of a dear departed friend. A 
prose panegyric, hke the cypress tree, does but 
with bigubre state shade the toinb ; the Parnas- 
sian Bay adorns it, and gives it a sanctity, and 
throws the lustre of immortality around it. I 
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read with new pleasure, and new wonder, (and 
wonder is rarely repeated,) the felicity with which 
you have given the sweetest graces of poetry to 
the severest and gravest subjects. It does not 
surprise me to see garlands of roses bloom on the 
brow of youth, beauty, and pleasure ; but to see 
them so gracefully adorn the hoary head of the 
legislator, and the pensive brow of the philoso- 
pher, shows the consummate address of the ar- 
tist" 



LETTER XCIII. 

aiRS MONTAGU TO DR BEATTlE. 

April apth, 177*. 

" I am ashamed that I have not conveyed to 
you the fame of your ' Minstrel,' which comes m 
the sweetest and the loudest notes to my ear 
every day. Indeed, it is suiprising to find Edwin 
preserve his simplicity, his harmony, and his poe- 
tical imagination, in the school of philosophy, 
and in the din of society. The stanzas, dedicated 
to the memory of your friend, have drawn tears 
and ughs from all who have lost a friend, or have 
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one to lose ; it is on insensibility alone that it 
does not make deep impression. 

" I have not time to enter into any discussion 
of Dr Bryant's ' Analysis of Ancient Mythology,' 
Mr Walton's ' History of Poetry,' and Lord 
Chesterfield's ' Letters,' all which I have been 
reading. I must tell you, that Samuel Johnson 
says of Lord Chesterfield's ' Instructions to his 
Son,' that they are to teach the manners of a 
dancing-maater, with the morals of a prostitute. 
The sentence is too severe, to be perfectly just ; 
and the character too short, to be perfectly de- 
scriptive ; hut there is something too near truth, 
and too like description. One grieves that I^rd 
Chesterfield's judgment and talents should have 
been misapplied in the important matter of form- 
ing a son's character; but more of this at our 
better leisure. Your portrait is in the exhibition ; 
it is very like, and the piece worthy the pencil of 
Sir Joshua." 
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LETTER XCIV. 

RET. DR MAJENDIE TO PR BEATTtE. 

Windsor, 26th April, 1774. . 

" It is with much pleasure, that 1 come now^ 
though later than I could have wished, to give 
you an account of the reception your second 
book of the ' Minstrel' has met with. Dilly ha- 
ving given Die notice that it was printed, and. 
would be shortly published, I desired that he 
would use the utmost dispatch, that very day,' 
which waaJast Tuesday, to get me two copies, as 
el^antly bound as so short a notice would per- 
mit, that I might be able to present them to their 
Majesties early next morning ; as else the oppor- 
tunity would be lost, T being obliged to be ab- 
sent for three weeks. This request was accord- 
ingly complied with, and the books were present- 
ed to their Majesties, at a time they were both 
together. To a heart like yours, my dear sir, it 
must be no small satislaction to be informed, that 
they were received with that same goodness, arid 
pliable condescension, which you experienced last 
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eommue to be an ornament, a blessing to humaa 
nature, and to the age you live in! 

" ^™»ftrred from a Prebend of Worcester to 
' Canonry here, by his Majesty's great goodness 
am now keeping my strict residence. I hav ' 
brought down with me the last edition of y^ J^ 
^wy.'&c. and given it a second reading. Tj**^ 
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jects they undertake to write upon, which you 
have so feirly laid open; and the maiily warmth 
. with which you refute them ; form together a 
masterpiece, by Itself. It is such a one, in tny 
humble opinion, as deserves the thanks, not only 
of the literati, but of all honest and good men. I 
am glad to -hear, that the subscription to the 
quarto edition is likely to turn to account. I 
have not been wanting, on my part, to promote 
it, as far as my little power and influence could 
reach. To Lady Mayne, and Mrs Montagu, 
you are greatly obliged on this occasion, there is 
no doubt of it. However, to your merit, as a 
champion in the cause of truth, is chiefly owing 
the success it met with; which gives me so 
much the more pleasui'e, as it affords a proof, that 
the age we live in, though bad, hath sense 
enough to know, where rewards and encourage- 
ments are due, and readiness to bestow them ac- 
cordingly." 



by Google 



riFE OF DR BEA.TTIE. 



LETTER XCV. 

DR BEATTIE TO URS MONTAGU. 

Aberdeen, 3d May, 1774. 

" I am greatly obliged and honoured by what 
the htenucby have done, and are -doing for me. 
Of Dr Law's attack I shall take no further no- 
tice. * 

" I received a letter, two days ago, firom Dr 
Hurd. t It is a very kind letter, and much in 
praise of the ' Minstrel.' Lord Chesterfield's 
' Letters,' he says, are well calculated for the pur- 
pose of teaching " manners without morals" to 
our young people of quality. This opinion I had 
indeed begun to form concerning them, from 
Sfxne short extracts in the newspapers. In one 
of these extracts I was greatly surprised to see 
such a pompous encomium on Bolingbroke's 
Patriot King; which has ^ways appeared to 
me a mere vox et praterea nihil. Plato was one 
of the first who introduced the &shion of giving 

* See p. 45. 

t Now Lord Buhop of Worcester. 
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US fine words instead of good sease ; in this, as 
iu his other iaults, he has been successfully imi- 
tated by Shaftesbury ; but I know not whether 
he, or any other author, has ever put together so 
many words, with so little meaning, as Boiing- 
broke, in his papers on Patriotism. 

" Lord Monboddo's second' volume has been 
published some time. It is, I think, much better 
than the first, and contains much learning, and 
not a little ingenuity ; but can never be very in- 
teresting, except to those who aim at a gramma- 
tical and critical knowledge of the Greek tongue. 
Lord Kaimes's ' Sketches' I have seen. They are 
not much different from what I expected. A 
man, who reads thirty years, with a view to col- 
lect facts, in support of two or three whimsical 
, theories, may, no doubt, collect a great number 
of facts, and make a very large book. The 
world will wonder when they hear of a modem 
philosopher, who seriously denies the existence 
of such a principle as universal benevolence ; — a 
point, of which no good man can entertain a 
doubt "for a single moment. 

" I am sorry for poor Goldsmith. There were 
some things in his temper which I did not like ; 
but I liked many things in his genius ; and I was 
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Sony to find, last summer, that he looked upon 
me as a person who seemed to stand between 
him and his interest. However, when next we 
meet, all this will be forgottea ; and the jealousy 
of authors, which, Dr Gregory used to say, was 
next in rancour to that of physicians, will be no 
more. 

" I am glad that you are pleased with the ad- 
ditional stanzas of the second canto of the ' Min- 
strel ;* but I fear you are too indulgent How it 
will be relished by the public, I cannot even 
guess. I know all ila faults ; but I cannot reme- 
dy them, for they are faults in the first concoc- 
tion ; they result from the imperfection of the 
plan. I am much obUged to you, madam, for 
advising that two copied should be presented to 
their Majesties, which, Dilly writes me word, has 
been done by my good friend Dr Majendie. This 
honour I meant to have solicited when the se- 
cond edition came out, which will be soon. My 
reason for this delay was, that the first editioa 
having been put to the press, and some sheets of 
it printed off before I knew, I had it not in my 
power to order any copies on fine paper. But it 
is better as it is : the paper of the copy I have, 
is not at all amiss. 
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" My ' Essay on laughter' advances but slow- 
ly. I have all my materials at hand ; but my 
health obliges me to labou- very moderately in 
reducing them into order. I am very unwilling 
to relinquish the hope of receiving from you, 
madam, some assistance in completing my vo- 
lume. I beg you will think of it. Perhaps you 
may find more leisure when you come into the 
north. 

" Mr Mason has never answered the letter I 
wrote to him, concerning the subscription. 1 
guessed, from the tenor of his letters, that he is 
(as you say) out of humour with the world. Mt 
Dilly writes me word, that he says he is tempted 
to throw his Life of Mr Gray (which is now 
finished, or nearly so,) into the fire, so much is 
he dissatisfied with the late decision on literary 
property. By the way, I heartily wish the legis- 
lature may, by a new law, set this matter on a 
proper footing. Literature must suffer, if this 
decision remains unobviated." 
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LETTER XCVI. 

DR BEATXIE TO Dft QLACSLDCE. 

. Aberdeei^ 23d May, 1774. 
" If the second part of the ' Minstrel' has con- 
tributed for one half hour to your amusement, it 
has in some measure answered t^e end- for v^ich 
it was written. It was much more laborious than 
llie first part in the composing ,- but I qutfStion 
whether it will be so popular. The public taste 
requires, and justly too, more fable thaa my plan 
will allow me to put into it; ioK fable is to poe- 
tryi what bones are to the humaui body, or tini- 
bers and r-a^ers to a buitding<. But my purpose 
^m t^e beginning, was to make a didactic or 
philoBO|^ieal, rather than a narrative poem ; and 
the titJe unluckily gives the- reader reasoii, to ex- 
pect more story, than I cm^ without the greatest 
inconveniency, aflfbrA However, I hope the piece 
will receive tlie encouragenjent which it may 
really deserve : as yet, 1 have no reason to com- 
pkin; for a second edition of the second part 
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was called for, withip a week after the publica- 
tion." 



LETTER XCVir. 

pa BEATTIE TO ME8 MONTAGU. 

Aberdeen, 27tti May, 1774. 

^' I am much diverted by Johnson's character 
of Lord Chesterfield's Letters. Dr Hurd and Mr 
Mason (for I have heard from ' them both, since 
the second part of ' The Minstrel' came out) 
give nearly the same account of them. 

•" Mr Mason seems now to be tolerably recon- 
ciled to the subscription, but he has found, a new 
subject of concern, in this allegorical picture, by 
Sir Joshua Reynolds, which, he thinks, can hard^ 
ly fail to hurt my character in good earnest. I 
know not certainly in what light Mr Mason, con-- 
aiders tiiis picture; but, so fiir as 1 have yet 
heard, he is singular in his opinion. If Mr Gray 
had done me the honour to address an ode to 
me, and speak in high terms of my attack on the 
sceptics, my enemies might have Mamed him for 
his partiality, and the world might !tiave thought 
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tbat he had employed his muse in too mean an 
-office; but would any body have blamed me? 
If Sir Joshua Reynolds thinks more fevourably 
of me tban I deserve, (which he certainly does,) 
and if he entertains the same favourable senti- 
ments of my cause, which I wish him and all 
the world to entertain; I should be glad to know 
from Mr Mason, what there is in all this to fix 
.any blame on tny character? Indeed, if / had 
planned this picture, and urged Sir Joshua to 
paint it, and paid him for his trouble, and then 
had solicited admittance for it into the Exhibi- 
tion, the world would have had good reason to 
exclaim against me as a vain coxcomb ; but I am 
persuaded, that nobody will ever suspect me of 
this : for nobody can do so, without first suppo- 
sing that I am a fool. 

" About three weeks ago, I received a very 
short letter from Dr Priestley, of which the fol- 
lowing is a copy ; "; Reverend Sir— Thinking it 
*' right that eveiy person should be apprised of 
" any publication in which his writings are ani- 
" madverted upon, I take the liberty to send you 
" a copy of a sheet, that will soon be published, 
^' in,which I armounce my intention to remark 
• * upon the principles of your ' Essay on Truth.' 
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•* I am, revereod Sir, your very humble servantv 
" J. Priertley." This sheet contains a preface to 
a tlurd vol. of ' Institutes of Keligion.' That 
you, Madam, may be the better enabled to judge 
bettreen him and me, I send it to you in a sep^ 
rate packet, wluch will be delivered along with 
dm. 

" I nerer sair Dr Priestley ; I greatly esteem 
his talents as a natural philosopher, particularly 
as a chemist : whether his talents in mora) philo- 
sophy be as distinguished, I have no opportuni- 
ty of knowing. His excessive admiration of Mr 
Hartley's book, (see the pre&ce, page iil.)l have 
heard mentioned as one of the learned Doctor's 
hobby-hofses. I am not ignoiunt of his connec- 
tions in the way of party ; but I hope, in this at- 
tack upon my book, he is determined by nothing 
but a love of truth. I need not tell you, that he 
is the oracle of the Socinians and Dissenters ; and 
the public will no doubt expect Uiat I should 
answer his preface. This will not be a difficult 
matter. The Doctor must certainly have read 
my book, since he declares, in print, his dis^- 
probation of it ; but that he has read it atten- 
tively, and without prejudice, is not clear. Cer- 
tain it is, that every one of his remarks on me, 
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as they appear in this preface, ' is founded in a 
gross misapprehension of my doctrine. I have 
written him a letter, which I enclose in this pack- 
et for your perusal ; if you approve of it, please 
to c^ise it be forwarded to him ; if not, you nmy 
suppre^ it. 

" One would think, from reading Dr Priest- 
ley's pre&ce, that Dr Reid, Dt Oswald, aad I,, 
wrote iu' conceit, and with a view to enforce the 
very same hypothesis. But the truth- i»,. that I 
wiite in concert with nobody : DrOsw^'s book 
I never read, till after my own was pul)Hsh«d ; 
and Dr Reid (to whom^ I hard made aB. du« ao- 
knowkdgments for the instruction I hare re- 
ceived from his work) never saw mine, till it was 
in the Iiands of the public. The controversial 
part of Dr Reid's book regards the existence of 
matter chiefly ; Dr Oswald s system (though there 
are many good things in his book) I never dis- 
tinctly understood. The former of these authors 
differs in many things from me ; and the latter 
(if I am rightly informed) has actually attacked a 
fundamental principle of mine, in a second vo- 
lume, lately published, which I have not yet got 
leisure to read. 
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I have already observed, that, among various 
plans suggested by Dr Beattie's fiiends ia Eng- 
land, for the advancement of his fortune, that of 
his taking orders in the Church of England had 
been mentioned to him.* It has been seen, by 
the preceding correspondence with Lady Mayne 
and Mr John Pitt, that he had entirely abandon- 
ed that idea. The zeal of his friends, however, 
was not abated, and he received another very flat- 
tering proposition, to the same purpose, through 
the bands of Dr Porteus. 

• SeeVoUI. p.383. 
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LETTER XCVIII. 

THE REV. DR PORTEUS TO BR BEATTIE. 

HuntoD, near MaidstoDe, Kent, July 24th, 1T74. 

" I am desired, by one of the Episcopal bench, 
whose name I am not yet at liberty to mention, 
to ask you, whether you have any objections to 
taking orders in the Church of England. If you 
have not, there is a living, now vacant, in his gift, 
worth near five hundred pounds a-year, which 
■will be at your service. 

" Be pleased to send me your answer to this, 
: as soon as possible, and direct it to me at Peter- 
. borough, in Northamptonshire, where I shall pro- 
bably be before your letter can reach me. I feel 
myself happy in being the instrument of com- 
municating to you so honourable and advanta- 
geous a proof of that esteem, which your literary 
. labours have secured to you, amongst all ranks 
of people." 
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To this proposition, so very flattering, as well 
as advantageous, Dr Beattie gave the following 
admirable reply, which does the highest credit to 
the purity of his principles, and the integrity of 
his mind. 



LETTER XCIX. 

DH BEATTIE TO THE REV. DR POHTEUS. 

Peterhead, 4tti Augost, 1774. 

" I have made many efforts to express, in some- 
thing 'like adequate language, mygrateful sense 
of the honour done me by the Right Reverend 
Prelate, who makes the offer conveyed to me in 
your most friendly letter of the S4th July. But 
every new effort serves only to convince me, 
more and more, how unequal I am to the task. 

" When I consider the extraordinary recep- 
tion which my weak endeavours in the cause of 
truth have met with, and compare the greatness 
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of my success, with the maignificaoce of my me- 
rit, what reasons have I not to he thankful and 
humble ! to he ashamed that I have done so 
little public service, and to regret that so little 
is m mypmoer! to rouae every power of my na- 
ture to purposes of benevolent tendency, in order 
to justify, by my intentions at least, the unex- 
ampled generosity of my benefactors ! 

"My reli^ous opinions would, no doubt, if I 
were to declare them, sufficiently account for, 
and vindicate, my becoming a member of the 
Church of England: and I flatter myself, that 
my studies, way of life, and habits of thinking, 
have always been such, as would not disqualify 
me for an ecclesiastical profession. If I were to 
become a clergyman, the Church of England 
would certainly be" my choice ; as I think, that, 
in regard to church-goverrunent and church-ser- 
vice, it has many great and peculiar ^vantages. 
And I am so far -from having any natural disin- 
clination to holy ordeFS, that I have several times, 
at diflrerent periods of my life, been disposed to 
enter into them, and have directed my studies 
accordingly. Various accidents, however, pre- 
vented me; some of them pretty remarkable, 
and such as I think I might, without presump- 
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tion, ascribe to a particular interposition of Pro- 
vidence. 

" The offer, now made me, is great and geae- 
T0U6 beyond all expectation. I am well aware 
of all the advantages and honours that would at- 
tend , my accepting, and yet, I find myself obli- 
ged, in conscience, to decline it; as I lately did 
another of the same kind (though not so consi- 
derable) that was made me, on the part of an- 
other English gentleman.* The reasons which 
did then, and do now determine me, I beg leave, 
Sir, briefly to lay before you. 

" I wrote the ' Essay on Truth,' with the 
certain prospect of raising many eneniies, with 
very ftiint hopes of attracting the public atten- 
tion, and without any views of advancing my for- 
tune. I published it, however, because I thought 
- it might probably do a little good, by bringing 
.to nought, or at least lessening the reputation of 
that wretched system of sceptical philosophy, 
which had made a most alarming progress, and 
done incredible mischief to this country. My 
enemies have been at great pains to represent my 
views, in that publication, as veiy different : and 

* See his letter to Lady Mayne, p. 48. 
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tiiat my principal, or only molive. was to make 
a book, and, if possible, to raise myself higher in 
the world. So that, if I were now to accept pre- 
ferment in the church, I should be apprehensive 
that I might strengthen the hands of the gain- 
sayer, and give the world some ground to be- 
lieve that my love of truth was not quite so ar- 
dent, or so purei as I had pretended. 

" Besides, might it not have the appearance of 
levity and insincerity, and, by some, be construed 
into a want of principle, if I were at these years, 
(for I am now thirty-eight) to make such an im- 
portant change in my way of life, and to quit, 
with no other apparent motive than that of bet- 
tering my circumstances, that church of which I 
have hitherto been a member? If my book has 
any tendency to do good, as I flatter myself it 
has, I would not, for the wealth of the Indies, 
do any thing to counteract that tendency ; and 
I am afraid that tendency might, in some mea- 
sure, be counteracted, (at least in this country,) 
if I were to give the adversary the least ground 
to charge me with inconsistency. It is true, that 
the force of my reasonings cannot be realhf af- 
fected by my character; truth is truth, whoever 
be the speaker: but even tnith itself becomes 

V91.. II. V 
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less respectable, when spoken, or supposed to be 
spoken, by insincere lips. 

" It has also been hinted to me, by several per- 
sons of very sound judgment, that vhat I have 
written, or may hereafter write, in fevour of reli- 
gion, has a chance of being more attended to, if 
I continue a layman, than if I were to become a 
clergyman. Nor am I without apprehensions, 
(though some of my friends think them ill-found- 
ed,) that, from entering so late in life, and from 
so remote a province, into the Church of Eng- 
land, some d^tce of ungracefnlnesa, particularly 
in pronunciation, might adhere to my perform- 
ances in public, sufficient to render them lew 
pleasii^, and consequently less useful. 

" Most of these reasons were repeatedly ui^ed 
upon me, during my stay in England last sum- 
mer ; and I freely own, that, the more I consider 
them, the more weight they seem to have. And 
from the pecuUar manner in which the King has 
been graciously pleased to distinguish me, and 
from other circumstances, I have some ground 
to presume, that it is his Majesty's pleasure that 
I should continue where I am, and employ my 
leisure hours in prosecuting the studies I have 
begun. This I can find time to do more efko- 
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tuatly m Scotland than in England, and in Abei^ 
deen than in Edinburgh ; which, by the bye^ was 

one of my chief reasons for declining the Edin- 
burgh professorship. The business ofmy profes* 
sor^ip here is indeed toilsome ; but I have, by 
fourteen years practice, made myself so much 
master of it, ^t it now requires little mental la- 
bour; and our long summer vacation, of seven 
months, leaves liie at my own disposal, for the 
great^t and best piut of the year : a situation fib- 
Tonrable to literary projects, and now become 
necessaiy to my health. 

*' Soon after my return home, in autumn last^ 
I had occasion to write to the Ardibishc^ of York 
on this subject. I specified my reasons for giving 
up all t^ughts of church-preferment; and his 
Gtaoe was pleased to approve of them ; nay, he 
condescended so &r as to say, tbey did roc ho- 
nour. I told his Grace, moreover, that I had al- 
ready given a great deal of trouble to my noble 
and generous patrons in England, and could not 
think of being any longer a burden to them, now 
that his Majesty had so gractouE4y and so gene- 
foasly made for me a provision equal to my wishes, 
and such as puts it in my power to obtain, in Scot- 
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land, eveiy convenience of life, to which I have 
any title, or any inclination, to aspire. 

" I must, therefore, make it my request to you, 
that you would present my humble respects,- and 
most tiiankiul acknowledgments, to the eminent 
person, at whose 'desire you wrote your last let- 
ter, (whose name, I liope, you will not be under 
the necessity of concealing from me,) and assure 
him, that, though I have taken the liberty to de- 
cline his generous offer, I shall, to the last hour 
of my life, preserve a most grateful remembrance 
tf the honour he has condescended to confer upr . 
on me J and, to prove myself not altogether un- 
worthy of his goodness, shall employ that h'ealth 
and leisure which Providence may hereaftel- af-r 
ford me, in opposing infidelity, heresy, and error, 
and in promoting sound Uterature, and Christiao 
truth, to tiie utmost of my power-" 



Although secrecy was thus enjoined, at the 
period when the correspondence respecting the 
living took place, yet it is right that the name 
of the Right Reverend Prelate, wiio made this 
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most generous oiFer to Dr Beattie, should not be 
longer concealed, now that both are dead. Dr 
Thomas, "at that time Bishop of Winchester, was 
the person, whose letter to Dr Porteus I now 
subjoin. 



LEITER C. 

THE BIGHT IlEV. THE LORD BISHOP OF WINCHES- 
TER TO THE RBV. DR PORTEUS. 

.Farnhaib^astle, 24th July, 1774. 

" It is now, I think, three weeks ago since I 
wrote to. you. I then sug^sted a conversation 
that passed between us at Chelsea, relating to. 
' Dr Beattie, and tny disposition to shew^him some 
mark of my esteem and good-will. 

" I have a living now vacant, ,of five hundred, 
pounds a-year, in Hants, and I wish that you 
would sound him, with secrecy, upon the sub- 
ject, and let me have a line, from you as soon as 
you ciln. The living has been vacant a month; 
and I shall have no rest till I can dispose of it." 
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The transaclions which I have here related, re- 
specting the Edinburgh professorship, and the 
church-preferment offered to him in England, 
form a somewhat remarkable' period in the life 
of Dr Beattie, as they evinced the fixed resolu- 
tion he had taken, and from which he did not 
deviate, of continuing, during the remainder of 
bis days, at Aberdeen. We find him, indeed, 
paying occasional visits to Edinburgh and Lon- 
don, during the summer months of the College- 
vacation. But these visits seem to have had no 
other object than his amusement, and the enjoy- 
ing, occasionally, the society of his numerous 
friends at both places. He was likewise constant 
in his visits every summer to Peterhead,* a place 

* Peterhead, a small town in the county of AberdecD, situa- 
ted 01) the most easterly promontory of Scotland j famous for a 
Chalybeate spring of the nature of the waters of Tunbridge- 
wells, and for satt-water baths of admirable construction, which 
draw thither a considerable resort of fashionable company du~ 
riug the summer season, some iti search of health, and others 
of anvisement. But it is chiefly to th& industry, the sobriety, 
and prudeuce of the inhabitants, that Peterhead, from being 
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to which he was strongly attached, and in which, 
as well as in the society of some friends there, he 
much delighted. He thought the air of the place 
particularly healthy, and useful to his constitu* 
tion; " and I have of^en," says a friend, who 
gave me l^s information, " seen him stand for i 
" long time, en the adjoining promontory, inha- 
" ling, in a fine day, the pure air fiom the ocean, 
' " and enjojring the .majestic prospect, expressing 
" great delight in both." He had great confi- 
dence, too, in the tonic powers of the mineral 
spring, and of the salt-water baths ; and his hope 
of being able to go through his professional du- 
ties «dth comfort, during the winter, was in ex- 
act proportion to the length of time he bad been 
able to spend at Peterhead the preceding sum- 



merelj' aa insignificant fisbing-town, owes its rapid encrease in 
GOminerce, manufactures, and consequent population ; bo that, 
from two thousand four hundred and twenty souls, to which 
number only the inhabitants amounted, so lately as the year 
1764, the town is Haid to have contained no tewer than four 
thousand one hundred in the year 1794, and is daily increa- 
sing, t 



i- StatiMical Account of Scotland, Pariah of Peterbead, Vol- XVI. p. T. 
andp.5a». 
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Nor was it ori account of the waters, the baths, 
and the healthful air alone, that he w^ so great-' 
ly attached to Peterhead. He loved the people, 
and they loved and respected him; and there 
were several of the venerable old inhabitants of 
the place, for whose integrity and simplicity of 
character he entertained, and was often heard to 
express, a high regard. Although he hy no means 
shunned the society of the numerous strangers, 
who flock to Peterhead in the course of the sea- 
son, and sometimes dined with them at their 
common table, yet he spent much of his time 
alone, in study, or in the society of a few select 
. friends. During the fine weather, he dedicated 
many hours to his lavounte and healthful amuse- 
ment, of walking in the fields, or along the sea- 
shore ; and he used pleasantly to say, that there 
was not a road, nor a foot-path, not a rock, nor 
any remarkable stone, in the neighbourhood of 
Peterhead, with which he was not personally ac- 
quainted. 

One of the chief employments, and indeed 
amusements, of his leisure hours, at this period, 
was the conducting, and superintending the edu- 
cation of his eldest son, whom he placed, first, at 
the usual public schools at Aberdeen, and after- 
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■wards at the Marischal-College in that city. 
There the youth's proficiency, in the various 
branches of classical learning and philosophy, 
was uncommonly great. He inherited, no doubt, 
by nature, an acute genius, which he cultivated 
by incessant and laborious application. But it 
cannot be questioned, that much of the uncom* 
men progress which' he made in the various 
branches of science, to which he applied himself, 
must have been owing to the incalculable advan- 
t^es which he derived from the taste, the learn- 
ing, and the unremitting attention of so able a 
preceptor as his father. Of young Beattie, I shall 
have- ample occasion to speak hereafter. 



In Dr Beattie's letters to Mrs MonU^, 27th 
May, 1774, he had mentioned his having recei- 
ved a letter from Dr Priestley, intimating his 
intention of animadverting on the * Essay on 
Truth.' In the following letter, Dr Beattie takeis 
&rther notice of this subject 
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LETTER CI. 

DR BEATTIE TO m'rS MONTAGU. 

Peterhead, £th Angiut, 1774. 

" Dt Priestley's Preface is come out, without 
any ackoowtedgment of the information convey- 
ed to him in my letter. But he has written to 
me on the occasion, and says, he will publish my 
letter in that book which he is preparing, m op- 
position to the * Essay on Truth,' as he thinks 
such a letter will do me honour. He praises the 
candour and generosity which, he say's, appear in 
my letter, and seems to be satisfied that I wrote 
my book with a good intention; which is the 
only merit he allows me, at least he mentions no 
other. He blames me exceedingly ftx my want 
of moderaticm, and for speaking, as I have done, 
of the mor(d infiuetKe of opinions. He owns, that 
his notions, on some of the points in which he 
difllers from me, are exceedingly unpopular, and 
likely to continue so ; and says, that, perhaps, no 
two persons professing Christianity ever thought 
more differently than he and I do. It is a loss 
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to me, he seems to think, that I have never been 
acquainted with such persons as himself and his 
iriends in England: to this he isinclined to im- 
pute the improper style I have made use of on 
some subjects ; but, he hopes, a little reflection, 
and a candid examination of vhat be is to write 
against me, wilt bring me to a better way of 
thinking and speaking. His motive for entering 
the lists with me, is no other, he says, than " a 
" sincere and pretty strong, though, perhaps, a 
" mistaken' regard to truth;" This is the sub- 
stance of his letter, as I understand it There 
are, indeed, some things in it, which I do not 
distinctly understand ; and therefore, I believe, I 
shall not at present make any reply. He does 
not tell me, what the points of difference between 
us are : but I And, from some reports that have 
penetrated even to this remote comer, that he 
has taken some pains to let it be known, that be 
is writing an answer to my book. A volume of 
his ' Institutes' of Reli^on' lately fell into my 
hand, which is the first of his theological works 
X have seen; and, I must confess, it does not 
^ve me any high opinion of him. His notions 
of Christianity are indeed different from mine; so 
very different, that I know not whether I should 
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think it neceasary or proper to assume the titlC' 
of a Christian, if I were to think and write as he 
does. When one proceeds so far, as to admit 
some parts of the Gospel History, and reject 
others ; as to suppose, that some of the facts, re- 
corded by the evahgeUsts of our Saviour, may 
reasonably be disbelieved, and others doubted ; 
when one, I say, has proceeded thus far, we may, 
without breach of charity, conclude, that he has 
within him a spirit of paradox and presumption, 
which may prompt him to proceed much further. 
Dr Priestley's doctrines seem to me to strike at the 
very vitals of Christianity. His success in some 
of the branches of natural knowledge seems to- 
have intoxicated him, and led him to fency that- 
he was master of every subject, and had a right 
to be a dictator in all: for, in this book of his,- 
there is often a boldness of assertion, followed 
by a weakness of argument, which no man of 
parts would adventure upon, who did not think 
that his word would be taken for a law. I am 
impatient for 4he appearance of his book against 
me, as I cannot prepare matters for a new edi- 
tion of the * Essay on Truth,' till I see what he 
has to say against it. 

" I have not seen Dr Gerard's * Essay on Ge- 



by Google 



LIFE OF DR BEATTIE. 93- 

nius.' I know the author very well, for I studied 
philosophy under him; he is a man of great 
worth, learning, and good sense." His ' Essay on 
Taste' (which you have, probably seen) was well 
received; and, I am confident, there will be ma- 
ny good things in this new work, notwithstand-, 
ing the unpromising and hackneyed title." 



In the course of the year 1774, Dr Priestley 
published his promised work, by the title of "An 
*' Examination of Dr Reid's Inquiry into the Hu- 
<" man Mind, on liie Principles of Common Sense ; 
" of Dr Beattie's Essay on the Nature and Im- 
" mutability of Truth ; and of Dr Oswald's Ap- 
" peal to Common Sense, in behalf of Religion;" 
in which he has violently attacked the doctrines 
of these philosophers. 

To each of them Dr Priestley bad sent a let- 
ter, containing a sheet of his introduction, and 
announcing his intention of animadverting on 
their works.* To that letter, as has been seen, 
pr Peattie had written an answer, in which he 
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had stated certwa positions, which, if Dr Priest- 
ley attributed to him, Dr Beattie insisted were 
no where to be found, either expressed or implied, 
in any part of his works. This letter, Dr Priest- 
ley has very candidly inserted, in an appencUx to 
his ' Examination'' 

Although Dr Priestley treats these three emi- 
nent authors with great contempt, yet he speaks 
of Dr Beattie with most moderation. He be- 
lieves, he says, that Dr Beattie wrote his ' Essay 
on the Nature and Imihutability of Truth,' with 
the very best intention in the world. And that 
it was nothing but his zeal in the most excellent 
cause, that of religion, which bebayed him into 
rash censures, and into a mode of reasoning, 
which Dr Priestley cannot help thinking to be 
very prejudicial to the cause of that very truth 
which he means to support, and fevouring that 
very scepticism which he imagined he was over- 
throwing. 

I believe farther, continues Dr Priestley, and 
I most sincerely rejoice in it, that Dr Beattie^s 
' Treatise' has done a great deal of good to the 
causeof reUgton ; and I hope it will still continue 
to do so, with a great majority of those who are 
most in danger of being seduced by the sophil- 



by Google 



LIFE OF DK BEATTIE. QS 

try of Mr Hume, and other inodem unbelievers ; 
I mean with saperjicial thinkers, who are satisfied 
with seeing superficial objections wswered^ in a 
lively, though a superficial manner. 

But there is danger, he adds, lest other persons, 
of greater penetration, finding, tliat Dr Beattie 
argues on fallacious unpbiiosophical principles, 
should reject at once, and without farther exami- 
nation, all that he has built upon them. With 
respect to such persons, it may be of importance 
to show, Dr Priestley continues, that religion, 
though assailed from so many quarters as it has 
been of late, is under no necessity of taking re- 
fuge in such untenable fortresses, as Dt Heid, Dr 
Beattie, and Dr Oswald, have provided for faer ; 
but that she may safely face the enemy on his 
own ground, opposing argument to argument, 
and silencing sophistry by rational discussitm. 
And as he believes Dr Beattie, he says, to be a 
man of candour, he doubts not, but he will him- 
self take in good part his free animadversionB. 
If truth be really our object, continues Dr Priest- 
ley, as it is in the titles (^our books, and we be 
free from any improper bias, we shall rejoice in 
the detection of error, though it should appear to 
have sheltered itself under our own roofs.' I am 
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Tery serious, he goes on, when I add, that such 
a degree of candour and impartially may be 
more especially expected ofChristums, and, more 
especially still, of those who stand forth as cham- 
pions in the cause of Christianity, which is at the 
same time the cause of the most important truth, 
and of the most generous and distinguished vir- 
tue. • 

The declaration with which Dr Priestley pre- 
feces his ' Examination of the Essay on Truth,' 
las, no doubt, an appearance of candour and mo- 
deration, which, however, does not very well 
agree with the manner in which he has conduct- 
ed his attack. Indeed, no two writers were ever 
more opposite to each other in their modes of 
thinking on the most interesting ^subjects. Dr 
Priestley was an avowed Socinian ; a staunch be- 
Bever in the doctrine of necessity ; ^nd, though 
he admitted the great pillar of Christianity, the 
resurrection of the dead, yet he subscribed to the 
doctrine of materialism, f In all this, and in 
many other particulars, the principles of Dr Beat>- 
tie ^ere the very reverse. The attack of Dr 

* Priestley's Kemarks on Dr BeaUie's Essay, p. 115. 
t PfB&ce to " Disquisitions relating to Matter and Spirit," 
p. xiii. 
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Priestley, however, gave him no concern. He 
appears, indeed, by his correspondence with his 
friends, to have ibmied, at first, the resolution of 
replying to it; and he speaks as if he had alrea- 
dy prepared his materials, and of being altogether 
in such a state of forwardness, as to be fully rea* 
dy for the ta^k. On &rther consideration, how- 
ever, he abandoned' the idea, and he no doubt 
judged wisely. For, while Dr Priestley's ' Exa- 
mination' is now never heard of, the ' Essay on 
Truth' remains a classical work, of the highest 
reputation and authority. 



tn the following letter to One of hia young 
friends, Dr Beattie speaks of the style of Addi- 
son, a topic On which he delighted to enlarge. 
Of the prose of that iniinilable writer, he could 
not, indeed, speak too highly ; but of his poetry, 
Dr Seattle's judgment seems tO' be^ too* severe. 
While, on the other hand, most readers, I believe, . 
will think his praise of the comedy of ' The 
Drummer' not a little extravagant 
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In thii letter, Dr Beattie mentiotu tbe story, 
which Pope and bifi Meads certainly believed, 
that the first book of the * Iliad' was either traa- 
^ted by Addison himself in opposition to Pope. 
or, if by Tickell, under Addison's direction. But 
of this no clear proof has ever been produced, nor 
any thing else than some slight and vague suspi- 
cions, of no authority. The learned Dr Hurd, 
the present Bishop of Worcester, in his * life of 
Warburton, Bishop of Gloucester,' has given ut 
acute and ingenious dissertation on the subject^ 
in which he strongly vindicates Addison irom 
the charge brought against him by Pope and his 
friends, and shows, with every appearance of pro- 
bability, that the translation was Tickell's own, 
and most likely begun by him before he knew 
any thing of Pope's underUking. Dr Uurd adds 
some curious conjectures as to the cause of Pope's 
entertaining the suspicion, respecting this tr^ns- 
latiim fay Tickell, of which his lordship bas m 
h^ library a printed copy, wherein are entered 
many criticismB and remarks in Pope's own hand,* 
and from two of these, compared together, the 
Bishop thinks the true ground of Pope's suspicion 
may, with great plausibility, be collected. He 
£trther says, that on mentioning these circum* 
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Stances to the Bishop of Gloucester, that pre- 
late owned himself so much satisfied, that he de- 
clared, if he lived to publish a new edition of the 
works of Pope, he should omit the charge against 
Addison. * 

In this letter to Mr Cameron, Dr Beattie, who 
ooultl Icoaw notiuDg of this dissertation of the 
SislffP c^ Worcester 8, because it was not printed 
%ill long afteiwvds, agrees exactly in opinioa 
vUh the leanied pielate, as t« tt^e' vecsific^tlqn. 
9f thftt first book of tfie ' lUad' Ijeing unworthy 
of Addison ; and if Pr Bi^ttip eyep si^yr the djs- 
aentfttioc^ he o^^^t hare rejoiced to find the qie- 
mqry of hi* favquiite author sq successfully via- 
dii^ated, against this malignant repioach. The 
unfortunate quaj:rel t^etween Pope aqd Addison, 
which g9.ve occasiioa to ope of the severest and 
most eloquent satire^ in the whole range of £n^ 
lish poetry, -f is well known. 

* Life of BistM^ Wafburtonf prefixed to the edition of hie 
works ID quarto, p. 55 — QS. 

t Pope's Works, Vol. IV. p. 17. Prologue to Oie Satires, 
1. 193. 
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LETTER en. 

DK BEATTIE TO THE KEV. ME WILLIAM CAMERON.* 

Aberdeen, 22d Seplvaber, 1774^ 
" Your judgment of Addison is quite right. 
His prose is most elegant, and deserves to be aae- 
fiilly studied for the s^Ie, as well as for tiie mat- 
ter. But his poetry is in general cold, and pro- 
saic, and inharmonious. Yet his tragedy of* Cato* 
has great merit ; and his comedy of ' The Drum- 
mer' is, in my opinion, one of the best dramatic 
pieces in our language. He attempted a transla- 
tion of Homer, and actually published the first 
book of it, under Tickell's name, in opposition to 
Pope's; but the performance is altogether un- 

* Minister of the pariah of Kiric-Newton, in the county of 
Weal Lothian. Having studied at Maiischal College> Aberdeen, 
he had been a pupil of J>r Beattie's, who ever after eatertained 
for' him much esteem, a« Mr Cameron, in return, regarded Dr 
Beattie with sentiments of the narmest enthusiasm. Mr Cam^ 
ron had early discovered a considerable degree of poetical ge- 
nius, of which he has given no unfavoarable specimen, in a 
■mail collection of poem^ printed some years ago. The io- 
structions to young studeuU, ia this letter, are excellent. 
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worthy of Addisoi^ and totally destitute of the 
. fire, and energy, and harmony of Homer. 

" Your studies are in an excellent train. Read 
the classics day and night, till you make yourself 
master of them. Exercise yourself in frequent 
compositions in English prose. Write your 
thoughts on every subject, and tarefolly keep 
what you write. Attend to the phraseology of 
the best English writers, with a view to correct 
and improve your English style. We Scotsmen 
find it a very difficult matter to get rid of the 
barbarisms of our native dialect" 



LETTER cm. 

MES UONTAOU TO DE BEATTIK. 

Hitl-Street^ January the 17th, 1775. 
' " I approve greatly of what you have said of 
Lord Chesterfield's ' Letters ;' truth, so elegant- 
ly and concisely expressed, will make an impres- 
sion on the head and heart, and efface the &lse 
principles those letters bad introduced into the 
minds of th^ unwary. 
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" Lord Ghtsterfielil Was an tf katnple of tfe* jl* 
tice of your ^sertion, tttot if incB bdieVed &6C 
Another to be knaves and hypoteritfeS, iWMtfeness 
6f language and attitude, initfeay 6f beihg ^t^d^ 
fal, would appear as ridiculous as the chitteriiig 
tif a parrot, or tfie grinning of 4 monkejir. V6t 
thte hioiiient \vi are pleased with the ihiilAtibb 
of sounds and gesture in the parrot ot the apci 
(but that pleasure not arising from apprehension 
of some sentiment, expressed by voice or attion,) 
though we admire the art which eflfccts the imi*- 
tation, sympathies 'and afiections are quite out oF 
the question. Thus, all the world admired the 
politeness of Lord Chesterfield, and acknowled- 
ged the elegance of his civilities; they felt, at 
the time, a soothing sweetness in his conversa- 
tion ; but all this was perfefctly void 6f any mu- 
tual endearment, and they parted on the same 
terms as the audience and a musician ; the first 
admiring the art which for a moment excited 
sentiment, unfelt by the artist; the crthcr pleased 
Vith the impression he had made by the energiei 
of his pecuHar skill. 

" I perfectly agree with you, that Dc Haw%:eft- 
worth said many rash things in his works. I be- 
lieve be was a good Christian, but not having 
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had a literary education, he was not systematical ; 
the human mind is liable to strange starts, if it 
has not been in early and good training. If 
voyages were well written, they would admirably 
evince liie regular government and superinten- 
dence of Providence; but ignorance, rashness, 
and a kive of novelty, tuvd the marvellous, makes 
Ihem operate in a different directicMi. 

" I am sure you will rejoice to hear the Dta- 
diess «f Portland is aow well. . It has pleased 
God to preserve still to us an example to the 
great, and a probector of the uDfortunate, and the 
Bioflt amiable and valuaUe of friends. I had 1^ 
happiness of passing yesterday evening with bee, 
in her ipiivate dressing-room, in which I passed 
many of those youl^fiil hours, wluoh.tlaDice away 
with down upon thdf tieet; ' but never did tbdur 
smoothest pace, abd gayest meaaurei, g^ve roe 
such heart-felt delight, as last night's reflectsMi 
on the many mercies that had led us both such a 
series of years, through a .period of iimocence, to 
the present time, so that we can look back with 
pleasure, and forward with hope, and while we 
lem^n bBre, by mercies pa&t, may indulge a wi^ 
to chear each othn- through the dedining path 
of lift." 
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LETTER CIV. 

DR BEATTIE TO THE EEV. Dtt POHTEUS. 

Aberdeen, 4th March, I77£. 

" I have just finished a hasty perusal of Dr 
Johnisou's journey. It contains many things, 
worthy of the author, and is, on the whole, very 
entertaining. His account of the isles is, I dare 
say, veiy just: I never was there, and therefore ■ 
can say nothing of them, from my own know- 
ledge. His accounts of mtm facts, relating to 
other parts of Scotland, are not unexceptionable. 
Either he must have been misiofbnned, or he 
must have misunderstood his informer, in regard 
to several of his remarks on the improvement of 
the country.. I am surprised at one of his mis-< 
takes, which leads him once or twice into per-> 
plexity, and &lse conjecture: he seems not to 
have known, that, in the common language of 
Scotland, Iruh and I^x are both used to denote 
the speeph of the Scots Highlanders ; and are as . 
much synonimoua (at least in many parts of the 
Idngdopi) as Scotch {ind Scottish. Irish is gene- 



byGoogk' 



LIFE OF BR BEATTIE. 105 

ndly thought the genteeler appellatioa, and Earse 
tile vulgar and coUoquiaL His remarks on the 
trees of Scotland, must greatly surprise a native. 
In some of our provinces, trees cannot be reared 
hy any jnethod of cultivation we have yet disco- 
vered; in some, where trees flourish extremely 
well, they are not muck cultivated, because they 
are not necessary: but in others, we have store 
of wood, and forests of great extent, and of great 
antiquity. I am sony to see in Johnson some 
asperities, that seem to be the effect of national 
prejudice. If he thinks himself thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the character of the Scots as a na- 
tion, he is greatly mistaken. The Scots have vir- 
tues, and the Scots have &ults, of which he seems 
to have had no particular infonnation. I am one 
of those who wish to see the English spirit and 
English manners prevail over the whole island ; 
for I think the English have a generosity and 
openness of nature which many of us want. 
But we are not all, without exception, a nation 
of cheats and liars, as Johnson seems willing to' 
believe, and to represent us. Of the better sort 
of our people,' the character is jiist the reverse. I 
Admire Johnson's genius ; I esteem him for his 
virtues ; I shall ever cherish a grateful remem- 
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braoce of the civilities I have rfeceived froffl hiUA t 
I havt ohen, in this country, «xerted ffiyself itt 
dfefettce both of his character and Writings ; but 
Utere are in this book several things which I taHf- 
flot defend. His unbelief, in regard to Osslaii, t 
am not surprised at ; but I wonder greatly at btA 
credulity in regard to the etcond-sighl. I catthdt 
imagine on what g^unds be could say, Ulat, Ift 
the universities of Scotlalid, evefy master Of vrto 
may be a doctor when he pleases. I never beaird 
of such a thing, and I have been conaected With 
our universities ever since I was a boy. Oai* tee- 
thiod of giving doctor's degrees I do not ap(>roviB 
of; but we proceed on a principle quite dMter^t 
from what Dr Johnsoa mentions." 



LETTER CV. 

DR BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAM FORBES. 

Gatfam-I^k, irear Ryegate, STtfa June, 1775. 

" I would have written to you Itrng ^o, if I 
had had time to write a long letter ; but, for six 
or seven weeks after I came to town, I Was bo 
constantly engaged with company, that I h.aiA no 
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Vds^re at all. The grtdtes*; part of that time^ i 
lodged with my friend Dr Porteus, at LambeUi, 
#ho did evtty thing ih his power to amuse and 
etitertain me. His conversation is chderful, and 
occasionally even sportive : He is wanrt and zea- 
hMis as a friend; kind, gentle, and polite, as gi 
eooifianioQ. He its now gonfi to reside at one of 
his livings in the country, vrhithet he earnestly 
wished lis to ftMof^ him ; but I tun afraid ve shall 
See him no more Ihk summer. Wte ate now with 
Sir WlUtam Mayne, at one of the finest places I 
have ever seen ; a place adorned with every cbami 
thai hill and dale, lawn and grove, wood and wa- 
ter, can b^tow, and which wants nothing bmt 
catfti^acts, precipices, barren mountains, and a 
view of the sea, to miifce it supereiwin€fet in every 
rural beauty. Bul^ though we have not the seA, 
We have a botfrtdl^s prospect of a (idi countryi 
extending upwards of thirty ■rtiilcH. Here t have 
made it Aiy business to be as idle as possible, in 
order to indemnify myself for the fatigue and 
bustle of London ; and, since I catne hither, my 
health has improved greatly. Mrs Beattie is also ' 
mudh better. But we most soon think of retun*- 
ing to the north, as we wish to be in Aberdeen 
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early in August, and have many visits to makQ 
by the way. 

' " During my stay in London, I visited most 
of my old friends, and made several new, Jtcquisi- 
tioBs, particularly among the bishops and (^lergy, 
who all showed me a degree of attention, fiir su- 
perior to my deservings. I have been ;^t court 
too, where the King (who knew me at first sight) 
was pleased to spejik to me very graciously, ask- 
ing me seversl questions aboqt my studi^ and 
observing, that I looked much better .than whf n 
he saw me last. 

" You will no doubt be curious to hejjr KMne; 
thing of Priestley. 1 have not yet met with, nor 
heard, o^ one single persqn, who'does not bUme 
his book agjuast Dr Reid and ppe. Even those 
of his admirers, who tb^nk favourably of his ar- 
guments, condemn the spirit of that performance. 
fiut the book has ^ttra^ted very little notice, and 
wQuld seem at present to be ip' a feir way of be- 
ing speedily forgotten, notwithstanding the pains 
taken by its author to puff it away in newspapers. 
My incUnation was (as I told you) to publish a 
pamphlet in direct answer to it. But I now be- 
gin to think, that will be unnecessary, and will 
only give scope to further controversy, Dr Priest- 
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ley having already declared, that he will answer 
whatever I may publish in my own vindication ; 
and being a man who loves bustle and book- 
making, he wishes above alt things that I should 
^ve him a pretext for continuing the dispute. 
To silence him by force of argument, is, I know, 
impossible. He would still fall upon new modes 
of misrepresentation, and would still find it an 
easy matter "to make a book, which should seem 
plausible to bis implicit admirers, or to those who 
had entered but slightly into the subject All 
my friends here have been urging me not to an- 
swer him; and have told me, what I know is 
true, that his work cannot possibly do me any 
harm ; that it has been tittle read, and will soon 
be forgotten ; that he is a man of that sort, that 
it is even creditable (on moral and religious sub- 
jects at least) to have him for an adversary ; and 
that I cannot gratify him more, than by writing 
against him. All this, I say, I know to be tnie ; 
yet I am not entirely of their opinion, who think 
that 1 ought to neglect him altogether. I there- 
fore propose to take a middle course : and, with- 
out making any formal answer to Dr Priestley, 
to write something by way of gcnervil answer to 
those objections to my doctrine that have t^peared 
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iatherfio in pftinphlets or uewsfiftpers; obanviq^ 
ft thp ^ame time, tb^t I <4q not think it i^ort^ 
while to reply to the abuse that hw been thrq^n 
Dttt agaiqst me, or tp those misrepns^ations. ^ 
my meanings which sppie authors, particularly Pr 
Priestley, have thought proper tQ phtmde upon 
the world." 



LETTER CVI. 

SB BEATTIE TO THE REV. DR POBTEUS. 

St James's Square, Jnly gth, 1719. 

" Dr M^endie has just returned to me the let- 
ter I wrote, declining the oflfer of the Church- 
living. I send it to you enclosed. He gave it 
to the Queen, who condescended to read it over 
from beginning to end, and was then pleased to 
wy, " That it was a very sensible letter, and did 
" me much honour." I was anxious, that my 
reasons for chusing to continue a layman should 
be known at court ; as a report has been circula- 
ting, that I declined church-preferment in Eng- 
land, because I could not reconcile myself to thf^ 
doctrines aad discipline of the Church: — a re- 
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port whjc^ those who know me bea^ know to be 
iU-foHBd€d. I admire the Chupch of EngUndi 
on mwiy socounta. I think I could, with a ckar 
cooBcience, live and die a ifiember, or even a mi- 
nister of it- Its doctrioes seem to me t» be those 
of Christismty ; its rites and ceremonies I greatr 
ly approve of; and the conatitutioa of itfl hier^p. 
chy is equally fevourable to the interests of reli- 
g^oa* and the civil government of this country." 



LErrER CVII. 

DE B£A¥TIE TO MRS MONTAGU. 

Aberdeevj 17th Aoguit, 1775. 

" After passing a few days with our friends at 
$ldiiibitrgh,.we proceeded northwards, and arri- 
ved here in safety about ten days a^. The last 
Mage of Qtir journey was distinguished by an act 
cddient, which, if Providence had not interposec^ 
would have ma^e it the last stage of our life. 
Tli« iron axle of tbe chaise snapt suddenly in 
two, and the carriage was throwQ upon its side, 
wit^ two feet of the brink <rf a precipice, thir- 
ty yards deep. Here we lay for a £ev moaunt^ 
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with the horses flouncing about us, till at last, 
partfy by the harness giving way, and partly by 
the activity of the postilion, they were disenga- 
ged irom the carriage, and went off at fiilt speed. 
An English gentleman, on horseback, was then 
in sight, behind us, who immediately galloped 
up, and, in the most humane manner, enquired, 
whether he could be of any service ; and, having ' 
seen us fairly rescued from our shattered vehicle, 
remounted his horse, galloped back to the inn, 
and soon returned with another ch^se. 

" I have begun my transcribing, which, even 
if I had notbing to do in the way of correction, 
would take up some hours of every day for 
months to come. I have made many attempts 
at a preface to my quarto volume ; but have not, 
as yet^ been able to please myself. It seems to 
me, that the best way to obviate all objections, 
and to prevent mistakes, in regard to this publi- 
cation, is to give a short and honest account of 
the plain matter of fact. This I have endear 
voured to do in the enclosed paper, with' which, 
if you approve of it, I intend to be^n my pre- 
face. The sequel will contain some account of, 
the additional essays, and of the improvements 
in this edition of the ' Essay on Truth,' 
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" To make some amends for the terriiying in- 
cident, recorded in the first part of this letter, I 
shall now mention a pleasing one, which was 
told me by a gentleman of this country, a friend 
of mine, who lately went to Stratford upon Avon, 
to pay his duty at the shrine of the man of War^ 
wickshire. You certainly know, that Garrick 
erected a statue of Shakespeare, in a niche in the 
wall of the town-house, facing the street As 
my friend was contemplating this statue, he saw, 
perched on one of the hands, a dove, which, at 
first, he took for an emblem, as the creature was 
quite motionless ; but which, in a little time, be- 
gan to move, and scramble upwards, till it reach- 
ed the bosom of the statue, in which, as in its 
home, it nestled, with great appearance of satis- 
fection. Charles Boyd, Lord Errolfs brother, has, 
I hear, composed a little poem oil the subject, of 
which I shall send you a copy, as soon as I have 
seen the author. , If Mr Garrick comes in your 
way, before you leave England, I am sure he will 
be pleased with this little narrative. 

" The day after I returned home, I visited the 
little man, whose magnanimity you are pleased 
to reward: in so generous a manner; I found him ' 
in great want of clothes, and very infirm ; for he ' 

VOL. II. n 
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is now of a great age. I told htm, that a lady 
in England had desired me to give him some 
money. This very interesting news he received 
with much composure, but implored, with great 
jervour, the blessing of Heaven upon his bene^ 
fkctress. I have not seen him since that time. 
Since the days of chivalry, I do not suppose that 
any lady has had so complete a dwarf, as you, 
madam, have now at your service ; for I cannot 
think that he is full three feet high." 



LETTER CVIII. 

HB8 MONTAGU TO DE BEATTIE. 

TuDbridge-wellB, September 3d, 1775. 
'* It was not without trembling and horror, I 
read the account of your overturn, and the dan- 
gerous circumstances with which it was attend- 
ed. The traveller, who is obliged to traverse a * 
pathless wilderness, or in a frail boat to cross the 
angry ocean, devoutly prays to the Omnipotent 
to assist and preserve him ; the occasion awakens 
his fears, and animates his devotion: but it is 
only from experience and rejflection we are taught 
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to consider every day, which, passes in safety, znd 
closes in peace, as a mercy. If I bad known 
when you had set out from Denton, how near to 
a precipice you would have been thrown, I should 
more earnestly have prayed for your preservation 
through the journey ; but the incident at once 
makes me sensible, that our safety depends, not 
on the road, but the hand that upholds and guides 

OS. 

" I left Denton the first day of August. On 
the second, by noon, I reached the episcopal pa- 
lace of our friend, the Archbishop of York, * at 
Bishop's Thorpe. I had before visited htm at his 
^mily-seat at Brodswortb. The man who has a 
character of his own, is little changed by vary- 
ing his situation ; I can only say, that, at his fa- 
mily-seat, I found him the most of a prelate of 
any gentleman, and, at his palace, the most of a 
gentleman I had ever seen. Native dignity is 
the best ground-work of assumed and special 
dignity. We talked a great deal of you; the 
subject was copious and pleasant. We consider- 
ed you, as a poet, with admiration ; as a philoso- 

* Honourable Mr Hay Drammoni), M that time Archhishop 
efYork. 
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pher, with respect ; as a Oiristian, with venera- 
tion ; and as a friend, with affection. His Grace's 
health'is not quite what we could wish: I could 
indulge myself in no longer than one day's delay, 
at Bishop's Thorpe. ' I then made the best of my 
way to London, and, after a very short stay there, 
came to Tunbridge. I have the happiness of ha- 
ving Mrs Carter in my house, and Mrs Vesey Is 
not at a quarter of a mile's distance ; thus, though 
I live secluded from the general world, I have 
the society of those I love best. I propose to 
stay here about three weeks, then I return to 
London, to prepare for my expedition to the sout]} 
of France. I have written to a gentleman at 
Montauban, to endeavour to get for me a large 
house in any part of that town. I am assured 
that the climate of Montauban is very delight- 
ful ; the air is dry, but not piercing, as at Mont- 
pelier. There is but little society; but there are 
some provincial fwbksse, amongst whom I hope 
to find some who are more in the tan of Louis 
XtVs court, than I should at Versailles. It is 
long before the polished manners of a court ar- 
rive at the distant regions of a great country ; 
but, when there, they acquire a permanent esta- 
blishment. At Paris, the minister, or the favou- 
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rite of the day, is taken for the model, and there 
is a perpetual change of manners. 1 think, with 
some pleasure, of escaping the gloom of our win- 
ter, and the bustle of London, and passing my 
time in the blessings of cheerful tranquillity and 
soft sunshine ; at the same time, there is some- 
thing painful in removing so fit from one's dear- 
est friends. 

" I wish much to see the verses on the pretty 
incident of the dove's alighting on Shakespeare's 
statue. Of whatever nature and disposition the 
animal had been, he might have been presented 
as a symbol of Shakespeare. The gravity and 
deep thought of the bird of wisdom ; the suhlime 
flight of the eagle to the starry regions, and the 
throne of Jove ; the pensive song of the nightin- 
gale, when she shuns the noise of folly, and 
sooths the midnight -visionary; the pert jack- 
daw, that faithfully repeats the chit-chat of the 
market or the shop ; the sl^>lark, that, soaring, 
se^ms 'to sing to the denizens of the air, and set 
her music to the tone of beings of another re- 
gion, — would all assort with the genius of uni- 
versal Shakespeu^." 
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LETTER CIX. 

OB BEATTJE TO UBS MONTAGU. 

Aberdeen, 17th September, 1775. 
" Your reflections on the little disaster, with 
>irbich our journey concluded, exactly coincide 
with mine. 1 agree with HawkesworUi, that the 
peril and the deliverance are eqdally providen- 
tial ; and I wonder he did not see, that both the 
one and the other may be productive of the very 
best effects. These little accidents and trials are 
necessary to put us in mind pf that superinteni}- 
ing goodness, to which we are indebted for every 
breath we draw, and of which, in the hour of 
tranquillity, many of us are too apt to be forget- 
&1. fiut you. Madam, forget nothing which a 
Christian ought to reqieniber ; and, 'therefore, I 
hope and pray, that Providence ma^f defend you 
from every alarm. By the way, there are several 
things, besides that preface to which I just now 
referred, in the writings of Hawkesworth, that 
shew an unaccountable perplexity of mind in re- 
gard to some of the principles of natural religion. 



by Google 



LIFE OF DR BEATTIE. 1 19 

I observed, in his conversation, that he took a 
pleasure in ruminating upon riddles, and puz- 
zling questions, and calculations ; and he svenis 
to have carried something of the same temper 
into his moral and theologiod researches. His 
* Almoran and Hamet' is a strange confused uar* 
rative, and leaves upon the mind of the mader 
some disagreeable impressions, in regard to the 
ways of Providence ; and from the theory of 
pit^j which he has given us somewhere in ' The 
Adventurer.' one would suspect that he was no 
enemy to the philosophy of Hc^jbes. However, 
I am disposed to impute all this rather tt> a vague 
way of thinking, than to any perversity of heart 
or understanding. Only, I wish, that» in his last 
work, he had been more ambitious to tell the 
plain truth, than to deliver to the world a won- 
derful story. ' I confess, that, fiY>m the first, I 
was inclined to consider his vile portrait c^ the 
manners of Otaheite aa in part fictitious ; and I 
am now assured, upon the very best authority^ 
tiiat Dr Solander disavows some <^ those narra- 
tions, or at least declares them to be grossly mis- 
rspresented. There i^ in almost all the late 
books of travels I have seen, a disposition on the 
part of the author to recommend licentious theo- 
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ne9. I would not object to the truth of any fact 
that is warranted. by the testimony of competent 
witnesses. But how few of our travellers are 
competent judges of the facts they relate ! How 
few of them know any thing accurately of the 
language of those, nations, whose laws, religion, 
and iqoral sentiments, they pretend to describe ! 
And how few of them are free from that inordi- 
nate love of the marvellous, which stimulates 
equally the vanity of the writer, and the curiosi- 
ty of the leader ! Suppose a Japanese crew to ar- 
rive in Engla;id, take in wood and water, ex- 
change ai few commodities ; and, after a stay of 
three inonths, to set sail for their own country, 
and there set forth a history of the English go> 
vemment, religion, and man'ners : it is, I think, 
highly probable, that, for one truth, they would 
deliver a score of felsehoods. But Europeans, it 
will be s^iid, have more sagacity, and know more 
of mankind- Be it so ; but this advantage is not 
without inconveniences, su^cient, perhaps, to 
counterbalance it. When a European arrives in 
any remote part of the globe, the oatives, if Ihey 
know any thing of his country, will be apt to 
form no favourable opinion oi his ijiteations, 
with regard ta their liberties ; if they kpow no* 
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thing of him, they will yet keep aloof, on ac- 
count of his strange languE^, complexion, and 
accoutrements. In either case, he has little 
chance - of understanding their laws, manners, 
and principles of action, except by a long resi- 
dence in the country, which would not suit the 
views of one traveller in five thousand. He, 
therefore, picks up a few strange plants and ani- 
mals, which he may do witli little trouhle or dan- 
ger ; and, at his return to Europe, is welcomed 
by the literati as a philosophic traveller of most 
accurate observation, and unquestionable veraci- 
ty. He describes, perhaps, with tolerable exact- 
ness, the soils, plants, and other irrational curio- 
sities of the new country, which procures credit 
to what he has to say of the people ; though his 
accuracy in describing the material phenomena 
is no proof of his capacity to explain tlie moral. 
One can easily dig to the root of a plant, but it 
is not so easy to penetrate the motive of an ac- 
tion ; and, till the motive of an action be known, 
we are no competent judges of its morality, and 
in many cases the motive of an action is not to 
be known without a most intimate knowledge of 
the language and manners of tlie agent Our 
traveller then delivers a few facts of the moral 
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kind, which, perhaps, he does not understand, 
and from them draws some inferences suitable to 
the taste of the times, or to a favourite hypothe- 
sis. He tells us of a Califomian, who sold hU 
bed in a morning, and came with tears in hia 
eyes to beg it back at night; whence, he very 
wisely infers, that the poor Californians are hard- 
ly one degree above the brutes in understanding, 
for that they have neither foresight nor memory 
sufficient to direct their conduct on the most 
common occasions of life. In a word, they are 
quite a different species of animal from the Eu- 
ropean ; and it is a gross mistake to think, that 
all mankind are descended from the same 6rat 
parents, But one needs not go so fiir as to Cali- 
fornia, in quest of men who sacrifice a future 
good to a present gratification. In the metropo^ 
lis of Great Britain,- one may meet with many re- 
puted Christians, who would act the same part, 
for the pleasure of carousing half a day in a ^n- 
shop. Again, to illustrate the same important 
truth, that man is a beast, or very little better, - 
we are told of another nation, on the banks of 
the Orellana, so wonderfully stupid, that theycan- 
not reckon beyond the number three, but point 
to the hair of their head, whenever they would 
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«gnify a greater number; as if four, and four 
thousand, were to them equally inconceivable. 
But, \Hience it conies to pass, that these people 
are capable of speech, or of reckoning at all, even 
io ft,r as to thnee, is a difficulty of which our his- 
torian attempts not the solution. But till he 
^hall solve it, I niust beg leave to tell him, that 
the one half of his tale contradicts tlie other as 
lefiectually, as if he had told us of a people who 
were so weak as to be incapable of bodily exer- 
tion, and yet, that he had seen one of them lifl 
a stone of a hundred weight.— I beg jout par^ 
doD, Madam, for running into this subject. The 
truth is, I was lately thinking to write upon it; 
but I shall not have leisure these many niontlis. 

" Take no farthef concern about your dwar£ 
The person whom you honour with your notice, 
I shall always think it my duty to care for. £ 
have let it be known in the town what you have 
done for hini; which, I hope, will be a spur to 
the generosity of others. He has paid me but 
one visit as yet. His wants are few; and he 
seems to be modest as well as magnanimous. 
Both virtues certainly entitle him to considera- 
tion. 

" I have ;iot yet seen the verses on Sliakespeare 
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and the dove. One thing I am certain of, which 
is, that they will contain nothing so much to the 
purpose, or so elegant, as what you have Said on 
the occasion, in prose. You justly remark, that 
any bird of character, from the eagle to the sky- 
lark, irom the owl to the mock-bird, might sym- 
bolise with one or other of the attributes of that 
universal genius. But do not you think, that his 
dove-like qualities are among those on which he 
now reflects with peculiar complacency ? And I 
think it could be shown, from many things in 
his writings, that he resembled the dove as much 
as the eagle. There are no surly fellows among 
his favourite characters ; and he seems to excel 
himself in the delineation of a good-natured one. 
Witness his Brutus, who is indeed finished can 
amore; and who, in gentleness of nature, exceeds . 
even the Brutus of the good-natured' Plutarch, 
as this last exceeded, by many degrees, (if we 
are to believe some creditable historians,) the 
true original Bralus, who fell at Phillppi. There 
are, besides, in the writings of Shakespeare, in- 
numerable passages that bespeak a mind pecu- 
liarly attentive to the rights of humanity, and to 
tJte feelings of animal nature. Lear, when his 
distress is at the highest, sympatfaisefl with those, 
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who, amidst the pinchings of want and naked- 
ness, are exposed to the tempestuous elements. I 
need not put you in mind of the poor sequestered 
stag in ' As you like it :' nor need I say more on 
a subject, with which you are much better ac- 
quainted than I am.** 



LETTER ex. 

THE REV. DR FOBTEUS TO DR BEATTIE. 

Lambeth, Jaanary lllb, 1776, 
" I should have thanked you much sooner for 
your last letter, of the 17 th of October, if I had 
not waited for a second from you, which you 
gave me reason to expect in a short time af- 
ter the first. This, I now conclude, has slipped 
your memory, or has been rendered impracticable, 
by your many important avocations, which, at 
this time of the year, I know, are very numerous. 
I am afi-aid, too, bad health has had some share 
in suspending your correspondence with your 
friends. 

" I congratulate you, most cordially, on the 
many dangers you have escaped, since we saw 
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you, both in your own persons, and that of your 
fittle boy's. Your escape from the precipice, 
where your chaise was overturned, was really 
next to miraculous. At least, I am sure, it af- 
fords a strong argument in favour of a particular 
Providence, and might very well be opposed to 
all the profound reasonings of Dr Hawkesworth 
against it. Though, I suppose, the Doctor would 
have said in your case, as he did of that of the 
Endeavour on the rock, that, instead of interpo- 
sing to deliver you out of that danger, it should 
have taken care to preserve you from ever coming 
mio it. But where, then, would have been that 
strong sense of God's favour and protection, that 
gratitude and thankfuluess for so visible a mark 
of. it, that entire trust and acquiesceuce in it for 
the future, which, I am sure, so singular an ac- 
cident produces in your mind, and must have 
produced in eveiy mind, not totally devoid of all 
religious principles and devout sentiments." 
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LETTER CXI. 

DK BEATTIE XO THE RET. MR JbHN LUNDIE.* 
Aberdeeo, 17th September, 1775. 

" I am much obliged to you for the Latin trans- 
lation of ' Christ's Kirk on the Green.' It is, as 
you observe, vastly inferior to Vincent Bourne. 
I have not had time to read it very critically ; 
but I should imagine, from what I have seen, 
that the translator has not always hit his au- 
thor's meaning. I know not on what authority 
we ascribe this old poem to our King James I. 
If it be his, which I very much doubt, it is sur- 
prising, that he, a king, and who had his educa- 
tion in England, should he so well acquainted 
with the manners of the common people of Scot- 
land, t 

* Minister of the parish of Lonmay in Aberdeenshire, one 
of the very few remaining of I>r Beattie's earlicBt friends. My 
own intiiDt^te acquaintance with this venerable and respectable 
dergyman has subsisted, without interruptiim, for upwards of 
half a ceotury. 

t In the biographical account of our friend Mr Tytler, I have 
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LETTER CXn. 



DR BEATTIE TO THE HOKOURABLB MR BAliaN GOR- 
DON. * 

Aberdeen, 6th Tebrmry, 1776. 

"I have been very much employed in preparing 
some little things of mine for the press; other- 

utigaed some reasmii for belieTiugf K»g James I. of Scotland 
to have been the author of ' Christ's Kirk on the Green/ la 
reply to Dr Beattie's surprise, bow that prince, who had his edit- 
cation in England, covdd be so well acqudnted with the manners 
of the common people of Scotland, it may be observed, that 
James was eleven years of age before he left Scotland. He 
had therefore ample opportuoity of being familiarly conversant 
with the chatacteristic sports and genios of the p^tple among 
whom be had been brought up. And as what we see and hear, 
at Uiat early period, makes the deepest and most lasting impres- 
sion on the mind, even a captivity of nineteen years in Eng- 
land could not obliterate the ideas he haJ received in eariy 
youth, when he returned and took possession of bis kingdom, in 
which he reigned thirteen years, before he was cut offby a foul 



* Cosmo Gordon of Cluny, in Aberdeenshire, one of the 
Barons of his Majesty's Court of Exchequer in Scotland. Poi- 
itessed of an ampte paternal fortune, which, by ceconomy, be 
had himiicir considerably improved, he lived with splendid hoi- 

f; Sec Appendix, [O.} 
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wise I should' sooner have acknowledged the fa- 
vour of your most obliging letter. 

" The last time I read Virgil, I took it into my 
head, that the tenth and eleventh books of the 
^neid were not so highly finished as the rest. 
Every body knows, that the last six books are 
less perfect than the first six ; and I fancied that 
some of the last six came nearer to perfection 
than others. I cannot now recollect my reasofas 
for this conceit ; but I propose to read the Maeid 
again, as soon as I have got rid of this publica-. 
tion ; and I hope I shall then be in a condition 
- to give something of a reasonable answer to any 
question you may do me the honour to propose 
in regard to that matter. 

pitality, and very successfully cultivated letters, and courted 
the society of men of learning. Having the advantag^e himself 
of a correct taste, and much classical learning, particulariy in 
the best Romaa authors, with whom he was familiarly acquaint- 
ed, Mr Baron Grordon was a most eatertaioing companion, as 
well as excellent corresp<Hident He was much attached to Dr 
Beattic^ who frequently spent some diys with him, at bis seat 
of Clnny, not fat from Aberdeen : and to him, jomtly with 
Major Mercer, Mr Arbuthnot, and myself, Dr Seattle dedi- 
cated the volume of his son's miscellanies, and the account of 
bis life, which wa« printed soon after his death. I enjoyed the 
benefit of Mr Baron Gordon's intimate acquaintance, from a 
very early period of life. He died in Edinburgh, igth-Novem- 
ber, 180a 

VOL. II, I 
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" I do not mean, that the tenth or elevmth 
books are at all imperfect; I only mean, that 
they fell short of Virgilian perfection. And many 
passages there are in both, which Virgil himself 
could not, in my opinion, have made better. 
Such are the story of Mezentius and Lausus, in 
the end of the tenth book ; and that passage in 
the eleventh, where old Evander meets the dead 
body of his son, Mezentius is a chaiacter of 
Viigil'sown contrivance, and it is ext«mdy well- 
diawn: an old t3rrantt hated by bis people, on 
account of his impiety and cruelty, yet graced 
with ODC amiable virtue, which is sometimes 
found in very nigged minds, a tender affection 
for a most deserving son. Filial aifection is one 
of those virtues which Virgil dwells upon with 
. peculiar pleasure; he never omits any opportu- 
nity of bringing it in, and he always paints it in 
the most lovely colours, ^neas, Ascanius, Eu- 
ryalus, Lausus, are all eminent for this virtue; 
and Tufnus, when he asks his life, asks it tmly 
for the sake of his poor old father. Let a young 
man read the JEneid. with taste and attention, 
and then be an undutifut child if be can. I 
think there is nothing very distinguishing in Ca- 
milla. Perhaps it is not easy to imagine more 
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than one fonn of that character. The adven- 
tures of her early youth are, however, highly in- 
terestmg, and wildlytomantic. The circumstance 
of her being, when an iniant, thrown across a 
river, tied to a javelin, is so very singular, that I 
should suppose Virgil had found it in some his- 
tory; and, if I mistake not, Plutarch has told 
such a story of King Pyrrhus. The battle, of the 
horse, in the end of the eleventh book, is veil 
conducted, considering that Virgil was there left 
to his shifts, and had not Homer to assist him. 
The speeches of Drances and Tumus are faigh^ 
animated ; and nothing could be better contrived 
to raise our idea of ^neas, than the answer which 
Diomede gives to the ambassadors from the Ita- 
lian army. 

" I ought to ask pardon for troubUng you with 
these superficial remarks. But a desire to ap- 
prove myself worthy of being honoured with your 
commands, has led me into a subject, for which 
I am not at present prepared. When I have the 
pleasure to pay my respects to you at Clunyj 
which, I hope, will be early in the summer, I 
shall be glad to talk over these matters, and to 
cwrect my opinions by yours." 



byGoogIc — - 



LIFE OF DB BEATTIE. 



LETTER eXIII. 

Dfi BEATTIE TO THE REV. HR CAHEKON. 

Aberdeen, 22d February, 1776. 

" The objections to the * Essay on Truth,' which 
you hint a^ have been often urged by the Edin- 
burgh critics. The reasons, it is not difficult to 
discover, which make them particularly severe on 
that performance ; but X have met with more 
candour and less prejudice elsewhere. Even in 
Edinburgh, there are many worthy and learned 
persons, who have done me the honour to ap- 
prove what I did, with a sincere purpose to ad- 
vance the cause of truth, and do good to society. 

" Your good principles, and your good heart, 
will secure you against the sneers and sophistries 
of persons, who dislike religion out of prejudice, 
and are dissatisfied with the evidence of it, which 
they do not understand, because they have never 
examined it. Bear always in mind this. truth, 
which admits of the most satis&ctory proof: No 
person of a good heart uaderatands Christianity 
without wishing it to be true ; and no person of a 
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good judgment ever studied its evidence, impar- 
tially, and. with a sincere wish that it might be 
tnie^ who did not really find it so." 



In the course of the year 1776, the new edi- 
tion, in quarto, of hia ' Essay on Truth,' so long 
expected^ made its appearance. Of this publica- 
tion, by subscription, as the nature and original 
intention of it had be^ somewhat misunderstood^ 
he had given an explanation, in a letter to Xady 
Mayne,* written soon after the subscription was 
set on foot. Various causes, chiefly his own bad 
health, had retarded the publication till now. But 
when at last the book did appear, it amply re- 
warded the subscribers, and the public, for the 
delay. To the ' Essay on Truth ' he gave a pre- 
iace, (dated 30th April, 1776,) in which he says, 
that " This new edition will, it is hoped, be found 
" less feulty than any of the former. Several in- 
" accuracies are removed, unnecessary words and 
" sentences expunged, a few erroneous passages 

* See p. 57. 
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■" either cancelled or rectified, and some new-mo- 
" deiled in the style, which before seemed too 
" harshly, or too strongly expressed." " But, in 
" regard to the reasons and general principles of 
" this Essay, he had not," he says, *' seen cause 
'* to alter his opinion ; though he had carefully 
" attended to what had been urged against them 
" by several ingenious authors. Some objec- 
" tions," he adds, " will perhaps be found obvi- 
" ated by occasional remarks and amendments, 
" interspersed in this edition." He closes his 
preface, by mentioning an advertisement, pre- 
fixed by Mr Hume to a new edition of bis ' Es- 
says,' in which that writer seems to disown' his 
Treatise of Human Nature, and desire? that those 
" Esays, as then published, may be considered as 
" containing his philosophical sentiments and prin- 
" ciples," 

In reply to this advertisement, Dr Beattie, af- 
ter giving an account of the reasons which had 
at first induced him to publish the ' Essay on 
Truth,' goes on to say, " Our author certainly 
" merits praise for thus publicly disowning, though 
" late, his Treatise of Human Nature.; though I 
" am sorry to observe, from the tenor of his de- 
" claration, that he still seems inclined to adhere 
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" to ' most of the reasonings and principles con- 
" tuned in that treatise.' But if he has now at 
'"last renounced any one of his errors, I con- 
" gratulate htm upon it, with all my heart. He 
" has many good, aa well as great qualities ; and 
" I rejoice in the hope, that he may yet be pre- 
" vdted on to relinquish, totally, a system, which, 
" I should think, would be as uncomfortable to 
" him, as it is unsatisfactory to others. In conse- 
" quence of his advertisement, I thought it right 
" to mitigate, in this edition, some of the cen- 
" sures that more especially refer to the Treatke 
" ^ Human Nature: but as that treatise is still 
" extant, and will probably be read as long at 
" least as any thing I write, I did not think it 
" expedient to make any material change in the 
" reasoning, or in the plan of this performance."* 
Besides the ' Essay on Truth,' the volume con- 
tains three other essays ; ' On Poetry and Music, 
as they affect the Mind.' • On Laughter and Lu- 
dicrous Compowtion.' ' On the utility of Classical 
Learning.' Subjects in themselves extremely in- 
teresting to every reader of taste, and all of which 

* Vm&ux to the editim in 4to (^ Ih Beatti«'a Eisayg, pub- 
lished in 1776, p. is.— xiT. 
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he has treated in a very masterly manner. * And 
to the whole there is prefixed a list of nearly five 
hundred suhscribers, containing the names of 
many of the most distinguished characters for 
rank and learning, both in the church and state ; 
an honourable testimony to the merit of Dr Beat- 
tie, and highly creditable to the period in which 
he lived. 



LETTER CXIV. 

DR BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAM FORBES. . 

Aberdeen, 2d Anguit, 1776. 
*' Your manuscript is perfectly safe. I have 
read it through, and have written a few remarks 
(very slight ones indeed) on the first part, of it. 
You have treated of some subjects that are highly 
important, and withal very difficult That of 
Providence I have chiefly in my eye. You treat 
it with great accuracy and clearness; but you 
seem to me rather too anxious to get to the bot- 

* For some &Tther account of these Essays, see Appendix, 
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torn of it, and explain it in such a way as shall leave 
few or no difficulties unsolved. Now, I presume, 
this is not necessary. The mysteries of Provi- 
dence are perhaps unsearchable, in some degree, 
to all created beings. We are not obliged in 
these matters to be mse above what is written ; 
and I know not whether a habit of thinking too 
deeply on certain points, may not rather tend to 
darken, than to illuminate the understanding. It 
certainly produces a facility of devising objec- 
tions, which, though we see they are frivolous, 
may give us a great deal of trouble. I wish my 
son to believe what the Scripture declares con- 
cerning Providence ; but I would not wish htm 
to enter so far into the subject, as ever to be 
puzzled in his attempts to reconcile Divine de- 
crees with contingency, or the Divine prescience 
with human liberty. This, however, is only mf 
opinion ; I would not urge it upon you, and per- 
haps, if I shall ever regain my former health and 
spirits, I may have less disinclination to these 
subjects, than I have at present But I will en- 
deavour to explain myself on this point more in- 
telligibly hereafter." 
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la the following letter to Mr Cameron, Dr 
Seattle speaks of a plan, at that time in agitalioo, 
of a new and improved poetical version cti the 
Psalms, for the use of the Church of Scotland, of 
which more will be said hereafter. 



LETTER CXV. 

DR B£ATTI£ TO THE REV. UR CAMERON. 

Aberdeen, 4th Aagnst. 1776. 
" I approve greatly of "your design of versify- 
ing some passages of Scripture, for the enlarge* 
meat of our Psalmody. You cajinot employ 
your muse in a way more honourable to yourself, 
or more useful to your country. The specimen 
you sent to me, I think extremely good. I re- 
turned it, as you desired, to the gentleman, after, 
marking, with a pencil, a few criticisms which 
then occurred to me. You judge very rightly in 
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regard to the style that is most proper in these 
compositions. It should be perfectly simple and 
perspicuous, without any quaintness, and free 
from all superfluous epithets. At the same time, 
it should be harmonious and elegant, and equally 
reroote from rusticity and affectation. In a word, 
it should have dignity to please the best judges, 
and a plainness adapted to the meanest 'capa- 
city. 

" I received a letter some time ago, from the 
Secretary of the Committee for the enlargement 
of the Psalmody, to which I meant to- have re- 
turned an answer, but have hitherto been pre- 
vented by bad health, and an unusual hurry of 
business. The business is now almost -over, but, 
unhappily, I have not recovered my health ; and 
therefore, I fear, it will be a considerable time 
before I be in a condition to write that answer, 
which will be a pretty long one, and contain some 
remarks on the several English versions of the 
Psalms, with a proposal for a new version to be 
made, by collecting all the best passages of the 
other versions. 

" The ground-work of this new versiop, ought 
(I think) to be that which we now use in the 
Church of Scotland, and which, according Lo my 
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notions in these matters, is the best that has yet 
appeared in English ; though it is neither so ele- 
gant in the language, nor ao perspicuous in the 
meaning, as it might easily be made. Tate and 
Brady are too quaint, and where tiie Psalmist 
rises to sublimity, (which is very often the case,) 
are apt to sink into bombast; yet Tate and Brady 
have many good passages, especially in those 
psahns that contain simple enunciations of moral 
truth. Sternhold and Hopkins are in general bad, 
but have given us a few stanzas that are wonder- 
fully fine, and which ought to be adopted in this 
new version. Watts, though often elegant, and 
in many respects valuable, is too paraphntstical : 
from him, I would propose, that a good deal 
should be taken ; but I would not follow him 
implicitly. King James's version, which is the 
basis of that which we use in Scotland, is, consi- 
dering the age and the author, surprisingly good ; 
and in many places has the advantage of ours, 
notwithstanding that this was intended as an 
improvement upon it Now my scheme is, tp 
take the best passages of th^se versions, and out 
of them to make a new version. Vou say, it 
would be. a motley piece of work, if so many axf- 
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thoM wete cbiicemed in it. I answer, no; if. 
the collection were judiciously made. Besides, 
the- Psalms themselves are the work of sevetaX 
authors, David, Asaph, Moses, &c. — Where then 
is the absurdity of tramlating them in the man- 
ner I hint at ? The version I speak of, I mean 
only to propose, and ^ve some hints for con- 
ducting it ; I am not at all qualified for such a 
work. My ignorance of the Hebrew tongue is 
alone sufficient disqualificalioD. 

" I had no hand in the collection of Para- 
phrases of some passages of Scripture, published 
about tWen^ or thirty years ago, and sometimes 
printed in the end of our Ps^m-books. That 
collection appeared long before I was of age to 
attempt any sort of composition, either in verse 
or prose." 



On the 15th August^ 1776, Mr Hume died in 
Edinbui^h, after having been afiiicted for more 
than a twelvemonth with a complaint which he 
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^ himself believed would prove fatal. His death, 
thCiefore, be had foreseen for some considerable 
time ; yet his cheerfulness,, and composure of 
mind, remmned unabated, asd he even exerted, 
at times, a playful humour, not altogether deco- 
rous in so solemn a situation.* 
■ The world was naturally not unsolicitous to 
see, whether Mr Hume, in bis dying moments, 
would express any sentiments different from those 
which be had published in his philosophical \^ii- 
tings. But although he retained the full posses- 
sion of his faculties to the last, he preserved a 
most cautious silence on that subject, and never 
uttered a word that could indicate whether any 
change had taken place in his opinions, or not. 
There is every reason to believe, however, that 
his sentiments remained still -the same; for he 
left for publication, a treatise, entitled, ' Dialogues 
on Natural Behgion,' of a similar strain with those 
which had been printed during his lifetime. 

* Dr Adam Smith's LetUr to Mr Stiahan, p. xxi. 
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The following letter was written on occasion 
of the death of the Reverend Mr Carr, the wor- 
thy clergyman of the Episcopal Chapet in Edin- 
bui^^ which I attend. The congregation having 
determined to erect a monument to the memory 
of their deceased pastor, committed the execu- 
-tion of it to Mr Arbuthnot and me. Being an- 
-xious to avail ourselves of Dr Beattie's aid, we 
sent him an inscription, which seemed to be such 
as was wished for; but of which we requested 
the iavour of his correction. 



LETTER CXVII. 

DR BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAM FORBBS. :, 

Peterhead, lOdi Sept^mberj 1776. 

" I am no stranger to Mr Carr's character, 

whose death, though I had not the honour of his 
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acquaintance, was a real affliction to me ; for I 
have long considered him as one of the most va- 
luable men of the age. I have heard him preach, 
and admired his gentle and pathetic eloquence. 
But to his merits as a preacher, great as they 
were, the lustre of his private character was still 
superior. The death of such a man is a real loss 
to society. I sympathise particularly with you, 
my dear Sir, on this occasion; as I have often 
hrard you speak of Mr Carr with such warmth 
of affection, as showed you to be deeply interest- 
ed in his wel&re. 

*' I have carefully read over the two inscrip- 
tions, * which, with a few trifling remarks of my 
own, I return enclosed, lest you should not have 
kept a copy. I think them both excellent ; and 
I believe it would puzzle a better critic than I 
am, to assign any good reason for preferring the 

" The one written by Mr Arbuthnot, the other hj me. 
From these two, by the help of Dr Bcattie's criticUini, w« pre- 
pared the iuBcriptioD, which is engraved on a marble tablet, at 
the south door of our chapel, and of wUch the following is a 
copy. It does no more than justice to bis character, f 



t For lome futtber account of thb eiccllf ot pefaon, kc Appendix, 
EZ.1 
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one to the other. The elders of your congrega- 
tion are the only persona who ought to determine 



New thit Place are dtpotUed 
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Setaor Clergyaan of this Chap^; 
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Of 

Pure Religion, 
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To record 

The Virtwa qfthe Dead, 

and 
Gratitude of the livit^. 
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this matter; for they are best acquaiBtecI with 
the merits of the deceased, and they best know 
what sort of inscription they would wish to see 
on the walls of their church. For me to attempt 
to make any material improvement on either, 
would be great folly, as well as presumption. I 
am in doubt whether it be necessary to ihention 
the suddenness of Mr Carr'a death. * To so good 
a man, it is of no importance whether he expire 
by degrees, or at once. In the comjnon opinion, 
sudden death is an evil ; and as such it is consider- 
ed in the litany of the church ; and such it would 
be, no doubt, to tlie greater part of mankind; 
but to Mr Carr, it was rather a good than an evil. 
But my notions in this respect may perhaps be 
whimsical, and therefore I will not trouble you 
with them. 

" You judge very rightly of Dr Campbell's 
book : t it is indeed a most ingenious perform- ■ 
ance, and contains more curious matter, on cer- 
tain topics of criticism, than any other book I 
am acquainted with. 

* Mr Cair's death was iiMtantaneous ; as he was preparing t« 
officiate on a Sunday morning, as luual. 
f Philosophy of Rhetoric. 



by Google 



XirE OF DR BEATTIB. 147 

** Lord Monboddo's third volume • I have not 
yet seen. It will certainly be fiiUof learning 
and ingenuity ; but perliaps the author's exces- 
sive admiration of the Greek writers may leacj 
him into some paradoxes, and make him too in- 
sensible to the merits of modern literature. I 
have a great respect for Lord Monboddo; I 
know him to be a learned and a worthy man; 
and I am greatly concerned to see him adopt 
some opinions, which, I fear, are not very salu- 
tary. 

" But I know nobody that has less occasion, 
than yourself to study these authors, with a view 
to the formation of a good, style. I beg your 
partiality to me may not so blind you to the 
faults of mine, as ever to make you think of stu- 
dying it for a pattern. You are pleased to pay 
nie compliments oh this head, which 1 do not by 
any means deserve. The style of my letters, 
whatever you and Mr Arbuthnot may say, is not 
a good style ; it has nothing of that accuracy, 
that ease, or that simplicity, which it ought to 
have. Nay, in the prose I have printed, my ex- 

* Origin and PrdgresB of Language, See Vol, I. p. 30. 
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presston, after all the pains I have takea about it, 
is not what I wish it to be : it is too pompous, 
and, I fear, too visibly elaborate ; and there is of- 
ten a harshness and a stiffness in it, which I 
would lain avoid, but cannot Even provincial 
improprieties, I know, I am not proof against, 
though few people have been more careful to keep 
clear of them. The longer Z study English, the 
more I am satisfied that Addison's prose is the 
best model ; and if I were to give advice to a 
young man on the subject of English style, I 
would desire him to read that author day and 
aight. I know not what may be the opinion of 
others ; but, in my own judgment, that part of 
my writings, which in the article of style has the 
least demerit, is An Essay on Laughter, which is 
now in the press ; yet perhaps my partiality to it 
may be owing to this circumstance, that it is the 
last thing I corrected/ 
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The followJDg letter to me was written after 
my recovery from a dangerous illness. It con- 
tains some important observations on a very so- 
lemn subject. 



LETTER CXVIir. 

DB BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAM FORBES. 

Aberdeen, 22d January, 1777i 

" I shall not attempt, my dear Sir, to tell yoij, 
what a transition from grief to happiness I lately 
experienced, on occasion of your illness and re- 
covery. Your own heart will teach you to con- 
ceive it, but I have no words to express it 

" The account you give me of your thoughts 
and feelings, when your disorder was at the height, 
is very interesting. That msensibiUty which you 
complin of, and blame yourself for, is, I believe, 
common in all similar cases; and a merciful ap- 
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pointment of Providence it is. By deadening 
those affections, to which life is indebted for its 
principal chann, it greatly alleviates the pangs of 
dissoUition. In fact, the pains of death to a man 
in health appear much more formidable than to a 
dying man. This at least is my opinion; and I 
have been led into it by what has been observed, 
of some people's displaying a fortitude, or com- 
posure, at the hour of death, who had all their 
lives been remarkably timorous and weak-minded. 
The pioximate cause of this, I take to be that 
same stupor which gradually steals upon our 
senses, as our dissolution draws near. And that 
the approach of death should produce this stiipor, 
needs not suq)rise us, when we consider, that the 
approach even of slpep has something of the same 
effect; and that the keenness of our passions and 
feelings, in general, depends very much, even 
when we are in tolerable health, upon our bodtly 
habit. If sleep is found to disorder our reason, 
and give a peculiar wildness to our fancy ; if me;- 
niory may be hurt, as it certainly has been, by a 
blow on the head ; if a superabundance of certfun 
bodily humours give rise to certain passions in 
l^e mind; if drunkenness divest a man, for a 
time, of his chajacter, and even o£ many of, his 
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■fevourite opinions (for I have known a staunch 
Presbyterian, who was always a Roman Catholic 
in his liquor) ; if even a full meal gives a languor 
to the mind, and impaii's a little our faculties of 
invention and judgment ; we have good reason 
to think, that the connection between our soul 
and body is very intimate; and may therefore 
admit the probahility of what I now advance, 
namely, that when the powers and energies of 
the human body are disordered by the near ap- 
proach of death, i( is scarcely possible that the 
soul should perceive or feel with its wonted acute- 
ness. The stupor, therefore, you mention, was 
something in which your will liad no part, but 
the natural and necessary effect of a cause pure- 
ly material. I ask pardon for all this philosophy; 
which, however, I cannot conclude, without one 
remark mure ; which is, that this doctrine, if true, 
ought to be matter of comfort to a good man, as 
well as an alarm to such as are not of that cha- 
racter. To the former, it promises an easy disso- 
lution ; and it ought to teach the latter, that, of 
all places on earth, a death-bed is the most im- 
proper for devotion or repentance. 

" You smile, perhaps, at the seriousness of 
these remarks ; but I am led jnto them by rea{|- 
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ing your letter, and considering the occasion of 
it I must repeat, that you are a very severe 
judge of yourself. You are conscious, you say, 
of many faults, which the world does not see in 
you. But you ought to remember, that every 
,man is frail and fallible ; and the virtue even of 
the best man must, in order to appear meritorious 
at the great tribunal, have something added to it, 
which man cannot bestow. 

*' I must put a stop, however, to these grave 
remarks ; and, to descend at once from a very 
important to a most trifling subject, I shall now 
speak a word or two concerning my own works. 

" It is very kind in you to speak so fevourably 
of these * Essays.' * You will see I have not 
laid claim to much originality in these perform- 
ances. My principal purpose was to make my 
subject plain and entertaining, and, as often as I 
could, the vehicle of moral instruction ; a pur- 
pose to which every part of the philosophy of 
the human mind, and indeed of science in gene- 

** Oa Poetry and Music, bs they afiect the Mind, 
On Laughter and Ludicbous Cohposition. 
On the Utili^ of Classical Learnimc, Printed in 177S. 
See Appendix, [AA.] 
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ral, may, and ought, in my opinion, to be made 
in some degree subservient I was very much 
on my guard against paradoxes; yet I expect 
that many of my opinions, those especially that 
relate to music and classical learning, will meet 
with opposition. Mr Tytler writes me word, 
that he cannot admit all my doctrine on the sub- 
ject of music ; hut, if I rightly understand what 
he has said very briefly on that subject, I should 
imagine, that, if he would favour that part of my 
book with a second perusal, he would find tliat 
his notions and mine are not very different. To 
me, indeed, they do not seem to differ at all. I 
should be sorry if they did; as I believe he 
knows more of that, as well as of other matters, 
than I do. I am already sensible of several inac- 
curacies and defects in my book ; for I was in a 
most miserable state of health when I sent it to 
the press : and I know not how it is, that I can 
never judge rightly of my own style, till I see it 
in print. If the hook comes to a second edition, 
and if I have health to make any alterations, 
there are many things which must be corrected. 
I should be glad to hear how it takes with your 
jieople in general. 
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" You may believe Dr Porleus's advaucement* 
gives me great pleasure. It was what I did ex- 
pect, though I am sure he did not. He says in 
liis last letter, " I have reason to believe, that I 
" owe this advancement principally to the good- 
" ness of their Majesties, who have been gracip 
■" ously pleased to think me de8er\'ing of much 
*' higher honours than I had ever the presump- 
" tion to look up to." When I was in England 
in 1775, the Doctor told me, that he was not 
particularly known to the King at that- time ; 
but I told him, I had good reason to beHeve, that* 
his Majesty esteemed him veiy highly. Indeed, 
I know no man that better deserves to wear the 
jnitre. He is not older than I am ; and I think 
he looks much younger : but he is exemplary in 
the discharge of his duty as a clergyman, 3 
cheerful pleasant companion, and of the gentlest 
manners; he is, withal, an excellent scholar, a 
most elegant writer, and a man of business. He, 
and Dr Hurd, Bishop of Litchfield, f are, I think, 
the best preachers I ever heard. Indeed, before 
J h^ard them, I canpot say that I (jistinctly 

* To the Bishoprick of CUesler. 

f Now Bishops of London and Worcester. 
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Icoew what true pulpit-eloquence was. Tlie King 
seems determined to promote to the Episcopal 
bench such clergymen only as are most distin- 
guished for piety and learning. Dr Markham, 
now Archbishop of York, and the present Bishops 
of Chester and,Litch6eld, had not originally any 
other influence than what their own merit gave 
them. Dr Hurd was never.at Court till he went 
to kiss the King's hand, on being nominated to 
the see of IJtchfield." 



LETTER CXVIIL 

DR BEATTIJi TO SIR WILLIAM FORBES., 

Aberdeen, 19th February, 1777. 
** I have now, my dear Sir, read over your pa- 
pers* with all the attention I am capable of, and 
have made a few, a very few, slight remarks in 
the margin. The perusal has given me very great 
pleasure, and I beg you will send me the rest a^ 

* " Letters on the Religious Belief and Practical Duties of a 
Christian," written by the author of these Memoirs for the ii^ 
^trnctton of his children, still in MS, 
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soon as you conveniently can. Every tbiiJg you 
say in regard to the evidence of religion has my 
most hearty concurrence ; one or two sentences 
or phrases excepted, which are not at all mate- 
rial. What these are, you will see when I re- 
turn the papers. I am clearly of opinion, that 
these papers will make a most valuable addition 
to the book. Mr Jenyns's late treatise, I ob- 
serve, is a favourite of yours. There is, indeed, 
a great deal in it of very solid and ingenious re- 
mark; and, I am convinced, it will do much 
good. It were, perhaps, to be wished, that the 
author had made fewer concessions to the adver- 
sary, and spoken with more respect of the exttr- 
■ndl evidences. But when one takes up a favour- 
ite hypothesis, or argument, it is hardly possible 
to avoid carrying it rather too fer ; — such is the 
weakness of hum»i nature^ I mean not to ob- 
ject to Mr Jenyns's favourite argument ; it \% 
■surely most satisfactory to every Candid mind; 
and he has done it more justice than any other 
author I am acqudnted with. I only wish hi» 
plan would have allowed him to touch upon tlie 
external evidences, which ought never to be 
overlooked by those who would acquit them- 
selves as the champions of Christianity. I began 
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a little treatise, some years ago, on the evidences 
of our religion, but have never finished it; and 
indeed Mr J.'s treatise has in part superseded 
mine. My meaning was, to make the subject 
pltun and entertuning, and suited to all capaci- 
ties, especially to those of young people. like 
Mr Jenyns, I intended only a little book : but it 
must have been larger than his, because I would 
have considered both tne external and tlie internal 
evidence." • 



LETTER CXIX. 



DB BEATTIE TO DB PORTEOS, BISHOP OF CHESTER. 



2d October, 1777. 

"I am much obliged to your Lordship for 
your entertaining account of the ancient city of 
Chester and its neighbourhood. It must certain- 
ly be,, as you observe, well-worthy the traveller's 
attention ; and if it is ever my fortune to revisit 
the west of England, I shall be inexcusable if I 

* This he afterwards moat admirably accomplished in hia 
" Evidences of the Christian Religion," published in 1786. 
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do not direct my course to a place, which' I am 
■ flow, on many accounts, ambitious to be acquaint- 
ed with. 

" Of literaty matters I can say nothing. The 
Doctor commanded me, on pain of death, to' ab- 
stain wholly from writing, and to read nothing 
but novels, or such books as require no atten- 
tion. I have followed the prescription most 
punctually; and, since my fever in the spring, 
have not written half a dozen pages, (letters in- 
cluded,) nor read any thing but ' Don Quixote,' 
Spenser's ' Fairy Queen,' and * Horace,' which 
last I have read over three times. As I have not 
read Dr Robertson's last work, I cannot form any 
opinion about it. Lord Kaimes has published a 
book of agriculture, which, they say, is the best 
of all his works. Dr Campbell lately printed an- 
other excellent scrnion, preached at Edinburgh 
bfefore the ' Society for propagating Christian 
' Knowledge.' The subject is, ' The success of 
' the first preaching of the gospel, a proof of its 
* truth.' I shall have the honour to send your 
Lordship a copy of this semioti as soon as f re- 
. turn to Aberdeen. I have read Captain Cooke's 
preface, which gives me a very high oprnion of 
the author ; I wish for an opportunity to read 
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the whole book. When a man of sense and spi- 
rit publishes the history of his own aflaJrs, th© 
world is a thousand times better instructed than 
by the most elaborate compositions of the mere 
book-maker." 



LETTER CXX. 

THE BISHOP OF CHESTER TO DR BEATTIE. 

Hunton, November 23th, 17T7. 
" During our stay here, Dr Robertson's ' His- 
torj- of America' has been part of our evening's 
amusement. He is, without dispute, a very ju- 
dicious compiler, and very elegant writer, and 
seems to have taken great pains in this work to 
collect all the information that could possibly be 
obtained from books and manuscripts, of which 
he has consulted a considerable number. Of 
these, some of tlie most curious were communi- 
cated to him by my friend. Lord Grantham,* am- 

* The editor has lately been inrortned, from good authority, 
that the manuscript in question was procured, not by Lord Grant>- 
bam, but by his chaplain, Mr Waddilove,. (now Dean of R>- 
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bassador at Madrid, and his chaplain, Mr Waddi- 
love. But still the grand source of original ia- 
formation was not opened to him ; I mean the 
letters and papers written to the Spanish court 
by the first conquerors of America, and all, the 
authentic documents relative to that transaction, 
which were collected by Philip the Second, and 
deposited amongst the archives of the Spanish 
monarchy, at a place called Simanca, near Valla- 
dolidj above a hundred miles from Madrid. To 
these he could obtain no access ; and till these 
are produced to the world, I shall never suppose 
that we have any history of South America that 
can be absolutely relied upon. As far, however, 
as Dr Robertson's materials go, he has set them 
off to the best advantage, and has enUvened 
them by many ingenious and useful observations 
on the natural and moral history of th^ Abori- 
gines of that country. He has, however, I think, 
missed some opportunities, which this part of his 
work threw in his way, of drawing a comparison 
between the state of the savage and of the Chris- 

pon,) aided by the friendship of Don Francesco Perea Bayer; 
and that the collation was not only made under the direction of 
Mr Waddilove, but that two books of it were actually collated 
by hijnselfl 
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tian world. He attributes the difference between 
them solely to the improvements of civil society. 
I am of opinion, that the gospel has bad alai^ 
share -in this happy change ; and it wonld have 
been of infinite service to religion, to have had 
all its beneficial consequenees set forth by so fine 
a pen-as Dr Robertson's. Sach incidental argu^ 
ments in favour of religion, interspersed occa- 
sionally in works of acknowledged merit and re- 
putation, are, perhaps, of more general use than 
professed defences of it. The eiiemies of Chris- 
tianity have long taken this method of under- 
itiining it, ,and its friends therefore should not 
be backward in taking the same means to re- 
commend it. Mr Gibbon, and the Abb^ Raynal, 
have, more especially, distinguished themselves 
bythis species of hostility; for which reason I am 
sorry that Dr Robertson has paid them both such 
high compliments as he has done. 

" I hear of -nothing new and important in the 
literary world that is likely to make its appear- 
ance this winter, txcept a hew translation of 
Isaiah, by Bishop Lowth ; of which the public 
has raised its expectations very high, from the 
knbwn abilities and learning Of the author. This, 
I believe, is in very great forwardness. There is 

VOL. II. L ■ 
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also an edition of ' Strabo/ by Mr Ftlkner, a 
gentleman of Chester, every w^ equal to tbe un- 
dertaking, which is pretty fu advance^. Ar^ 
bishop Markham shewed me, the other day, a 
fxillation for him, of a manuacnpt in the EsoU" 
lial, made under the direction of Canonico Bayer, 
and procuied by tbe assistance of Loid Gnnt- 



LETTER CXXI. 



DB HBATTIE to STLVESTER DOUGLAS, ESQ> NQV 

LORD GLENBERVIE. * 

Aberdeen, jth January, 1778. 

" I am much entertained with your plan of 

writing upon the Scottish barbarisms, accent, &c. 

It is a very extensive one ; and, in your bands> 

will be very entertaining and useful. Most of the 

* BetwMQ whom and Dr Beattie an intimacy, contracted u 
early life, subHisted mutually, and without iatemiptJoo, for a 
long course of years. I also claim the distinctioa of ranking 
I/ird deuberrie among the number of thoK who have hoaour- 
, ed me witb their reg;ar<l ; and he and I are qow two of the very 
few surviving associates of Dr Beattie's early friendship. 



by Google 



l,irE OP DE BSAniK. Ifi9 

K^ues you mention, have occasimiaUy engrossed 
my attention. I have written many sheets upoq 
Scotticism, and the structure and rules of our 
verse, and how far the English tongue is attain- 
able by a native of Scptland, and in what respects 
it is not attainable, (I mean, a person who does 
not go to live in England till iie is grown up.) 
I once intended to jM^Hsh something on English 
prosody and versification, but, X believe, my li- 
terary pursuits are all over. 



I'ci^ O qtatut tni^ri ad— 
Me d calicola miuuKal—— 



The greatest difficulty in acquiring the art of 
writing English, is one which I have seldom 
heard our countrymen complain of, and which I 
was never' sensiUe o( till I had spent some years 
in labouring to acquire that art. It is, to give a 
vernacular cast to the English we write. I must 
explun myself. We who live in Scotland are 
obhged to study English from books, like a dead 
knguage. Accordingly, when we write, we writ« 
it like a dead language, which we understand, but 
cannot speak ; avoiding, perhaps, all ungramma- 
tical expression^ and even the barbarisms of our 
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country, but, at the same time, without. com-. 
municatiug that neatness, ease, and softness of 
phrase, which appears so conspicuously in Addi- 
son, lAJtd LyttcltOD, and other elegant English- 
authors. Our style is stately, and unwieldy, and 
clogs the tongue in pronunciatioD, and smells of 
the lamp. We are slaves to the language we 
write, and are continually afraid of committing 
gross blunders ; and, when an easy, familiar, idio- 
matical phrase occurs, dare not adopt it, if we re-. 
collect no authority, for fear of Scotticisms. In 
a word, ive handle English, as a person who can- 
not fence handles a sword; continually afraid of 
hurting ourselves with it, or letting it fall, or 
making some awkward motion that shall betray 
our ignorance. An English iuithor of leai:ning.is 
thfi master, not the slave, of his langu^e, and 
wields it gracefully, because he wields it with 
ease, and with full assurance that he has the 
command of it. 

" In order to get over this difficulty, which I. 
fear is, in some respects, insuperable . after all, I 
have been continually poring upon Addison, the 
best parts of Swift, Lord Ly ttelton, &c. The ear 
is of great service in these matters; and I am 
convinced the greater part of Scottish authors 
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hurt their style by admiiing and imitating one 
another. At Edinhurgh, it is currently said' by 
your critical people, that Hume, Robertson, Sec 
write . English better than the English them- 
selves ; than which, in my judgment, there can- 
not be a greater absurdity. .1 would as soon be- 
lieve that Thuanus wrote better Latin than Cicer 
lo or Casar, and that Buchanan was a more ele- 
gant poet than Virgil or Horace. In my rheto- 
rical lectures, and whenever I have occasion to 
speak on this subject to those who pay any re- 
gard to my opinion, I always maintain a contra- 
ry doctrine, and advise those to study English au- 
thors, who would acquire a good English style. 

*' I agree with you, that many of the vulgar 
words used in Scotland may be traced to the 
Saxon, German, Dutch, &c. The French too, 
and the Erse, come in for their share, especially 
thefomier. French etymologies abound most in 
the counties to the south of Aberdeen, in Meams, 
Angus, &c. where, you know, the natives, in their 
pronunciation, havp the sound of the French IT. 
I know of no etymological dictionaiy of this dia- 
lect ; but a great deal of the knowledge to be 
expected in such a dictionary may be found in 
Bay's ' Collection of English Proverbs,' but espe- 
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ci^ly in Ruddiman's ' Glossary to Kshop Dou* 
glas's Virgil.' This last is a most learned piece 
of texioography. Voii will see it in that editicm 
of ' Gavin Douglas,' which is printed at Edin- 
burgh, in folio, in 171O. I need not ttll you, 
that the Scottish dialect is different in almost 
every province. The common people of Aber- 
deen speak a language that would scarce be un- 
derstood in Fife; and how much the 3uchaa 
dialect differs from that of Lothian, may be seen 
by comparing Ramsay's ' Gentle Shepherd' with 
' Ajax's Speech to the Grecian Knabbs,' which 
you will no doubt remember to have seen in your 
youth. I have attended so much to this matter, 
that I think I could know by his speech, a na- 
tive of Banffshire, Buchau, Aberdeen, Dee-side, 
Meams, Angus, Lothian, and Fife, as well as of 
Ross-shire and Inverness. 

" I am inclined to think, that Erse was once 
the universal language of Scotland ; for you find, 
all over the Lowlands, that the names of the old 
places are almost all derived from that language. 
It is remarkable, that on the northern side of 
that great hollow, or strath, which we call thp 
Hoxv oj the Meams, the names of places are ge- 
nerally Erse, and on the south side English or 
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Saxon. This stems to prove, that the former di»- 
trict was first inhabited, which is indeed probable 
from other drcumatances; for it ironts Uie sun, 
and is sheltered from the north wind by the 
Grampian mountuns." 



As an introduction to the following letter, it 
may be proper to mention, that, not long aftc? 
Garrick's celebration of the jubilee at Stratfonl- 
upon-Aron, in honour of Shakespeare, in the 
year 1769, some gentlemen at Edinburgh propo^ 
sed also to celebrate a jubilee in honour of our 
countryman, Thomson. But there not {^>pear- 
ing a sufficient number of persons of any note to 
give respectability to such a meeting, the idea was 
laid aside. A few yeara afterwards, Mr Craig, an ar- 
chitect of some merit, who designed the plan of 
the New Town of Edinburgh, and the hall of the 
College of Physicians there, a nephew of Thom- 
son's, formed the design of erecting a monument 
to his memory, at the village of Ednam, on the 
banks of the Tweed, the place of Thomson's 
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birth, and Dr. Beattie was requested to wiitean. 
inscription. The site of the proposed monument 
was the summit of Ednam hill. This eminence 
slopes reg^ularly. and beautifully to the surround- 
ing valley, and commands a most extensive pros- 
pect; so that the intended monument would 
have been seen for many miles in every direc- 
tion. But this intention was frustrated by Craig's 
death. In order, however, that the memory of 
the poet might not remain altogether unhonour- 
ed, several gentlemen, who reside in the neigh- 
bourhood of Ednam, have formed themselves 
into a society, which, fqr some years past, has 
met there annually on the birth-day of Thomr 
son. 

. The following letter of Dr Beattie's, besides the 
inscription, contains some excellent remarks on 
that species of composition. . 
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LETTER CXXII. 

d'b BEATTIE TO HOBEItT ARBUTHNOT, ESQ. 
Aberdeen, 22d July, 1778. 

" Mr Criaig does, me too much honour. I am 
proud to be thought of so favourably by so inge- 
nious an artist, and by the nephew of a man who 
was an honour to his country and to mankind ; 
■and to whose writings I am under veiy particur 
Jar obligations : for if I have any true relish for 
the beauties of nature, I may say with truth, that 
it was from Virgil and from Thomson that I 
caught it. The mf moty of this amiable poet can- 
not be dearer to any person than it is to me ; and 
I should be heartily sorry, if the monument, to 
be erepted for him, were not such, in every re- 
spect, as he himself would have approved. Mr 
Craig will, I am sure, make it such in the archi- 
tecture; and, if he follow his own ideas, in thf 
inscription too. But, since he does me the ho- 
nour to desire to have my opinion, I shall give 
it with the greatest sincerity. I think, thet], 
that all public inscriptions, whether intended for 
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tombs, or cenotaphs, of bridges, or any otho- 
public building, are made with a view to catch 
the eye of the traveller, and convey to him, 
not the wit of the composer, but some authentic 
informatioD in regard to the object that draws 
his attention, and is supposed to raise his curiosi- 
ty. On this principle, all such writings ought 
to be perfectly simple, and true, and as concise 
as the subject and language will admit lliis is 
the character of the Greek and Roman inscrip* 
tions, which it is a pity the modems have so 
rarely imitated : for, in my mind, nothing is more 
barbarous than those mixtures of verse and prost^ 
of Latin and English, of narration and common- 
place morality, which appear in our churches and 
church-yards, and other public places. A Go- 
thic arch, supported by Corinthian pillars, or a 
statue with pjunted cheeks and a hat and wig, 
is not a greater absurdity. To set up a pillar, 
with a Latin inscription, for the information of 
those who understand no language but English, 
is not less absurd. I never heard of a Greek in- 
scription at Rome, nor of a Latin one at Athens. 
Latin is perhaps a more durable language than 
Enghsh, and may therefore be used in those in- 
scriptions that are put on the foundation-stones 
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of bridges, sud hid under ground ; for these, it 
may he presumed, will not be read till a thou- 
sand years hence, when all our modem languages 
vlU probably be unintelligible. But I cannot but 
think, that an English inscription, exposed to 
wind and weather in this climate, will be under- 
stood as long as it can be read. I would, there- 
fore, humbly propose, that what is intended for 
Thomson's monument should be in English, the 
tongue which he spoke, and to which his wii- 
tings do so much honour, and the tongue which 
all travellers who visit Ednam may be supposed 
to understand : that it should be simple and con- 
cise, not in verse, (for this appears more like 
ostentation of wit than an authentic record,) but 
in prose, well modulated, totally free from all 
quaintness, superfluous words, and flowery orna- 
ments, — something to the same purpose with the 
following, and in a similar style. But observe 
that as I do not mean to enter the lists with ei*^ 
ther of the two great writers,* who have already 
prepared inscriptions for this work, I offer the 
following rather as a hint towards one, than as a 
finished performance. And let me remark, by 

* Who theM were, does not appear. 
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the way, that I have been more devoted to.this 
simplicity of style in public inscriptions, ever 
since I read a verbose and flowery one in Latin, 
near the banks of Loch Lomond, to the memory 
of Dr Smollett 

JAMES THOMSON. 

AutJior i2/"rhe Seasons, and other excellent I'Oemt, 

Which protnoie 

^efy, Patriotum, Bmevoience, and the Lone of Native, 

Wkerener tlte English Tongue is understood. 

Was born in this Pillage, \]lh Sq>tember, 1700, 

Died ^ih August. n*&. 

And is buried in the Church of Richmond in Surr^. 

To do honour to the Place of his Birth, 

And as a Testitrioi^ of veneration 

For so amiable a Poet, 

And so iUustriaas a Kinsmaa, 

This Monument* is erected 

By his Nephew, Jaues Ckaig, Architect, 

" I would have no quotations or verses on the 
monument; and I beg leave to say, that thefour 
which you have taken from the epilogue, are not 
so very elegant in the expression as might be 
wished, though the meaning is good, and pei^ 
fectly true. 

" I beg my best respects to Sir Williain For*- 

* Of pillar, 
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bef, to 'whom I will write soon, but cannot at 
present ; as he will see this letter, I consider my- 
self as writingto you both. I am much obliged 
to you for. giving me so candidly youroptnion 
of my two psalms. It has determined me to lay . 
aside all thoughts of a project,, which, though 
my health forbade me to undertake it, had been 
too much in my head of late. . For t see now; 
that my plan, even though executed to my mind, 
would not please those whom I most wished to 
please, who best deserved to be .pleased, and whc^ 
from their partiality to me, would not be easily 
displeased with any work of mine. 1 am not 
sure whether I shall ever publish the letter to 
Dr Blair, unless I were to make some additions 
to it, to justify the preferentJe which I give to 
the Assembly's metre psalms ; * I mean to their 
plan, for the execution has all the faults that Sir 
William Forbes mentions. In England, they 
commonly make use of a corrected edition of 
Sternhold and Hopkins; and I confess 1 jnust 
agree with them so fati, as to think that rude- 
ness, which is the effect of simplicity, more 



* Thftt Teraion trathorised by the General Assembly of the 
Church of Scotland. 
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ptrdonable than those finical embellishments that 
are oving to aficctatiom But I cannot at picr- 
seat enter upon the reasons that would deter- 
mine me to reject all paraphrastical additions and 
flowery omamentB in a version of the Psalm^ 
and adhere to that manly (I ought to have said 
dsoHte) and most expressive umpltcily, which 
characterise the original." * 



LETTER CXXIIL 

PR BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAU FORBES. 

Aberdeei^ 22d November, 1778. 

" During this long confinement, I have ofUm 
been forced to have recourse to my pen and ink^ 
\a order to fofget my anxiety for a few minutes. 
But though I could transcribe and correct a little, 
I was in a very had state for composition. How- 
ever, since March last. I have written, in a fair. 
band, about 370 pages- In this collection, there 
are (besides other ntatters) three essays, on ' Me- 

* Se« what be himself hu nid aa thii sutyoct, in Letter II. 
p. 03. VoL I. 
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-flioiy,' OB ' ImagiiuitioD,* and oa ' Dreaming,' ou 
vhich I set some value. I shall read them to my 
claAA very soon ; they will make about ten lee* 
tures, of an hour each. In treating of Memory 
a^d Imagination, I have endeavoured, not only 
to ascertain their phenomena and laws, but also 
to propose rules for improving the former facul- 
ty, and for regulating the latter. The view I 
have taken of Dreaming ia new, so fer as I know. 
I have attempted to trace up some of the appear- 
ances of that mysterious mode of perception to 
their proximate causes ; and to prove, that it ia, 
in many respects, useful to the human constitu- 
tion. On all subjects of this nature, I have oon- 
atantly received more information from my own 
experience than from books. 

" One of 'the next faculties that come in my 
way, is Conscience, or the moral faculty; on 
which I have, in writing, a great number of un- 
finished observations. If I live to finish what I 
intend on this subject, I shall probably attempt 
a coniutation of several erroneous principles that 
have been adopted by modem writers of morals, 
but without naming any names ; and it is not 
unlikely, that I may interweave the substance of 
what I wrote long ago, at greater length, on the 
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Unchangeableness of Moral Truth. But wintef 
will be over before I can seriously set about it; 
and perhaps the state of my health mqy oblige 
me to drop the scheme altogether. However, ■ I 
do not repent what I have hitherto done, in 
transcribing and correcting my lectures; for 1 
have been careful to make it an amusement ra- 
ther than a task ; whence I have reason to think, 
that my health lias not been injured by it. 

" I have been reading lately a most extraordi- 
nary work, which I did read once before, but (I 
know not how) had totally forgotten. The ' His- 
tory of Benvenuto Cellini,'* a Florentine gold- 
smith and- designer, translated from the It^ian, 
by Thomas Nugent. There is something in it so 
singularly characteristical, that it is impossible to 
reject the whole as fabulous, and yet it is equally 
impossible not to reject a great part of it as sucb. 
To reconcile this, I would suppose, that the work 
itself strongly evinces, that the author must have 
been an ingenious, hot-headed, vain, audacious 
man ; and that the violence of his passions, the 
strength of his superstition, and the disasters in- 
to which he plunged himself, made him mad in 
the end. We know, that the Italians, of the six- 
teenth century, were very ingenious- in eveiy 



by Google 



LIFE OF DR BEATTIE. 177 

thing that relates to drawing and designing ; but 
it cannot be believed, that popes, emperors, and 
kingsj were so totally engrossed with those mat- 
ters as Signior Cellini represents Ihcm. If you 
have never seen the book, I would recommend 
it 33 a curiosity, from which I promise that you 
will receive amusement. Nay, in regard to the 
manners of those times, there is even some in- 
struction in it." 



LETTER CXXIV. 



DB BEATTIE TO THE DUCHESS OF OOEDON.* 

Abeideen, 10th January, 1779. 
'* Major Mercer made me very happy with the 
news he brought from Gordon-Castle, particular- 

* Jane, Duchess of Gordon, daughter of Sir WUIiun Max- 
well of Monreith, BarL in the county of Wigton, in Scotland. 
Her Grace, the honour of whose intimate acquaintance I have 
loi^ had the happinesa to enjoy, distinguished Dr Beattie, do- 
ring many years, .by her Iriendship 2jid correspondence, which 
were returned, on his part, by every respectful sentimeiit of 
esteem and admiration. While he was charmed by her beauty, 
the brilliancy of her wit, and her cultivated understanding, the 
Duchess of Gordon wdl knew how to appretiate the talents and 
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ly when he assured me that your Grace was in 
perfect health. He told me too, that your soli- 
tude was at an end for some time ; which, I con- 
fess, X was not sony to hear. Seasons of recol- 
lection may be useiiil ; btit when one begins to 
find pleasure in sighing over Young's ' Night 
Thoughts' in a Comer, it ia time to shut the book, 
and return to the company. I grant, that, while 
the mind is in a certain state, those gloomy ideas 
give exquisite delight; but their effect resembles 
that of intoxication upon the body ; they may 
produce a temporary fit of feverish exultation, 
but qualms, and weakened nerves', and depres- 
sion of spirits, are the consequence. I have great 
respect for Dr Young, both as a man and as a 
poet; I used to devour his ' Night Thoughts' 
with a satis&ction not unlike that which, in my 

the virtuea of Dr Beattie; and these letters, selected from » 
great number, dnriDg a long epistolary intercoorae, strongly 
evince tbewannth of his gratitude for her unremitting kiodncea 
and attention on every occasitm. Indeed, so tenderiy soUdtoiu 
was the Duchess of Gordon at all tknes to sooth his aarttma, 
and dissipate tboae gloomy ideas that preyed upon his mind, 
that he found consolation and relief in the free iuterchange of 
thoughts, with which her good nature delighted to indulge him : 
And he has often been heard to say, that he was never mat* 
bappy than in the society he fijund at GoFdon-Castle. 
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younger yftara, I have found in walking alone in 
a church-yard, or in a wild mountain, by the 
light of the moon, at midnight Such things 
may help to soften a rugged mind ; and I believe 
I might .have been the better for them. But 
your Grace's heart i« already * too feelingly alive 
to each fine impulse;* and, therefore, to you I 
would recommend gay thoughts, cheerful books, 
and sprightly company : I might,have said com- 
pany without any limitation, for wherever you 
are, the company must be sprightly. Excuse 
this obtrusion of advice. We are all physicians 
who have arrived at forty ; and, as Z have been 
studying the anatomy of the human mind these 
fifteen years and upwards, I think I ought to be 
something of a soul-doctor by this time. 

" When I first read Young, my heart was bro- 
ken to think of tiie poor man's afflictions. Af- - 
terwards, I took it in my head, that where there 
was so much lamentation, there could not be ex- 
cessive Bufifering ; and I could not help applying 
to him sometimes those lines of a song, 



" Believe me, tbe shepberd but (agaa ; 
" He's wretched, to show he has wil."j 
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On talking with some of Dr Young's partieulaf 
friends in England, I have since found that my 
coDJecture was right; for that, while' he was 
' composing the ' Night Thoughts,' he wasTeally 
as cheerful as any other man. 

" I well know the effect of what your Grace . 
expresses so properlyy of a eold yes returned to a 
warm sentiment One meets with it often in 
company ;. and, in most companies, with nothing 
else. And yet it is perhaps no great loss, upon 
the whole, that one's enthusiasm does not always 
.meet with an adequate return. A disappoint- 
ment of this sort, now and then, may have, upon 
the mind, an effect something like that of the 
cold bath upon the body ; it gives a temporary 
shock, but is followed by a very delightful glow 
as soon as one gels into a society of the right 
temperature. They resemble too in' another re- 
spect. A cool companion may be disagreeable 
at first, but in a little time he becomes less so ; 
and at our first plunge we are impatient to get 
out of the bath, but if we stay in it a minute or 
two, we lose the sen?e of its extreme coldness. 
Would not your Grace think, from what I am 
saying, or rather preaching, that I was the most 
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social man upon earthP And yet I am become al- 
most an hermit: I have not made four visits these 
four months. Not that I am running away, or 
have any design to run away, from the world. It 
is, J rather think, the world that is running away 
from me. 

" No character was ever more fiiUy, or more 
concisely drawn, than that of Major Mercer • by 
your Grace. I was certain you would like him 
the more, the longer you knew him. With more 
learning than any other man of my acquaintance, 
he has all the playfiiiness of a school-boy ; and 
unites the wit and the wisdom of Montesquieu 
with the sensibility of Rousseau, and the generosi- 
ty of Tom Jones. Your Grace lias, likewise, avery 
just idea of Mrs Mercer, f She is most amiable, 
and well accomplished; and, In goodness and ge- 
nerosity of nature, is not inferior even to the Ma- 
jor himself. I met her the other day, and was 
happy to find her in better health than I think 
she has been for some years. This will be most 

* See p. 55. Vol. I. and Appendix [BB.] He was at that 
time major of tbe Duke of Gordon's regiment. 

t Mrs Mercer was sister of Lord Glenbervie. She died Ja- 
nuary, 1 802, See Appendix [R.] 
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welcome news to the Major. Pray, does your 
Grace think that he blames me for not writing 
to him thia great while ? The true reason is, that 
I have not had this great while any news to send 
him, but what T knew would give him pain ; and 
therefore I thought it better not to write, espe- 
cially as we have been in daily expectation of 
seeing him here these several weeks. Will your 
Grace take the trouble to tell him this? There is 
no nian to whom I have been so much obliged ; 
and, with one or two exceptions, there is no man 
or woman whom I love so well." 



LETTER CXXV. 

DR BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAM FOBBES. 

Aberdeeir, 18th January, 1779. 

" You are right in your conjecture, that a me- 
trical version of the Psalms, formed upon that 
plan of severe simplicity which I recommend, 
would be a very difficult work. There is a great 
deal of cant in the style of poetry, especially of 
modern poetry : A set of epithets, and figures., 
and phrases, which a certain spt of versifiers bring 
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in upon all occasions, in ord€r to make out their 
verses, and prepare liieir rhymes. If a poet has 
got a good stock of these, and a knack of apply- 
ing them, and Is not very solicitous about energy, 
consistency, or truth of sentiment, he may write 
verses with great ease and rapidity; but such 
verses are not read above once or twice, and are 
seldom or never remembered. Their tawdry and 
unnecessary ornaments make them as unwieldy 
to the memory, as a herald's coat is to the body. 
Besides, where language is much ornamented, 
there is always a deficiency in clearness, as well 
as in force ; and, though it may please at its Brst 
appearance it rarely continues long in fashion. 
The favourite authors in every language are the 
simplest, They have nothing but what is n&:es- 
aary or useful; and such things are always in re- 
quest. My reasons, therefore, for recommending ' 
, a very simple metrical version of the Psalms, are 
chiefly these: Ut, Such a version will approach 
more nearly than an oiiiamental one to the style 
of the original ;. which, I think, will be allowed 
to be an advantage. 2d, It will be better under- 
stood by the common people; for, when poetical 
language is set off with many ornaments, it must 
be in a great measure unintelligible to unlearned 
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readers. 3d, It will continue intellt^ble and in 
£ishion for a much longer time; for such is the 
natural and necessary effect of elegant pUunness. 
4th, It will take a faster hold of the memory. 
One of my reasons for tolerating a metrical ver- 
sion of the Psalms is, that it makes them more 
easily remembered : And Horace, when speaking 
on a subject not unlike this, has very well ob- 
served, 

" Onaie aapervaeaon plena de pectore numat :" 

Superfluities of style perish from the memory tike 
water poured into a vessel that is already fiilL 
5th, The simphcity I contend for requires a con- 
cise expression, and consequently conveys much 
meaning in few words; and this is particularly 
necessary in words intended to be sung with un- 
derstanding. For singing is of necessity (or at 
least ought to be) slower than speaking; and, 
therefore, if the matter is not very close, it will 
happen sometimes that the singer shall be sound- 
ing notes to which his mind annexes no definite 
idea. One of my objections to Merrick's Psalms ' 
would be, if they are all like the specimen you 
£ivoured me with, their unnecessary and parar 
phiastical diifuseness. His first psalm consists of 
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thii-ty-fouT lines; and yet I am certain, that the 
whole meaning of that psalm might, with equal 
harmony, with equal elegance, and with superior 
clearness, be expressed in twenty-four. Tate and 
Brady's second psalm consists of forty-eight lines, 
and my version of that psalm of thirty-six : If 
the two versions be in all other respects onli/ equal, 
I believe that which has fewest words would be 
thought the better. The last reason I shall assign . 
is, that the modish tricks and ornaments of verse 
appear to me not very gracefiil in serious poetry 
of any sorj. ; but in sacred poetry I consider them 
as worse than ungraceful, as even indecent. A 
high-priest of the Jews, officiating at the altar in 
ruffles and a laced waistcoat, or a clergyman in 
the pulpit, with the airs and dress of a player, 
are incongruities pf the same kind with these, 
which, in a poetical version of the Psalms, ought 
to be avoided. Is it right, think you. for a Chris- 
tian on Sunday, in the church, to sing, 

" His raios from heaven pftrched hilla recruit, 

" That soon transmit the liquid store; 
" Tilt earth is burthened with her fruit, 

" And Nature's lap can hold no more )" 

The hai^hn^ of the first line, and the half non- 
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sense of the first couplet, might be excused; but 
what shall we say to the Pagan allusion ia the 
last liner 

"After what you knowof my mind on thif 
subject, I am sure I need not say, that it is far 
from my purpose to recommend a rude or clown- 
ish simphcity, whereof I confess that there are in- 
numerable instances in the version that is in most 
common use in Scotland ; and yet, in the present 
case, rusticity is better than finicalness. I would 
father see in the pulpit a sun-burnt face, than a 
painted one ; and a coat out at elbows, than one 
overl^d with embroidery. The middle way, you 
will say, is best; and I allow it: And, between 
ourselves, I think it peculiarly honourable to the 
church of England, that, while she keeps at a , 
distance from the pageantries of the Romish 
church, she also avoids that ritual, which might 
do very well with pure spirits, but which is too 
apt to produce listlessness and coldness in crea- 
tures weighed down with flesh and blood. I 
would have every thing neat and plain, and as 
elegant as is consistent witli plainness, in the 
, public services and in the language of religion : 
or, if now and then I were to introduce a little 
fomp, which I believe I should oitea be inclined 
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to do, I would Still make it simple and plain; 
which, if I mistake not, would heighten its ma^ 
nificencc, and give permanency to its effects. 
Elegant and pure simplicity is the characteristic 
of the true pulpit-style, as it is now established 
by the best models, both ancient and modern ; 
the same thing holds true of the prayers of the 
chureh of England ; only these have (what they 
ought to have) something of a more elaborate 
and more dignified composition, than becomes 
the sennon. 

" 1 know not whether there be any thing new 
in my papers on the ' Origin of Evil,' and the 
' Evidences of Christianity.' It will be a consi- 
derable time before I get forward to those sub- 
jects. At present I confine myself to such as are 
most amusing, and, withal, least connected with 
those topics which formerly engrossed me to a 
degree that ruioed my health. How much my 
mind has been injured by certain speculations, 
you will partly guess, when I, tell you a fact, that 
is now unknown to all the world, — that, since 
the * Essay on Truth' was printed in quarto, in 
the summer of 1776, I have never dared to read 
it over. I durst not even read the sheets, to see 
whether there were any errors in the print, and 
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was obliged to get a friend to do thxt office for 
me. Not that I am in the least dissatisfied with 
the sentiments : Every word of my own doctrine 
I do seriously believe; nor have I ever seen any 
objections to it which I could not easily answer. 
But the habit of anticipating and obviating argu- 
ments, upon an abstruse and interesting subject, 
came in time to have dreadful effects upoa my 
nervous system ; and I cannot read what I then 
wrote without some degree of horror, because it 
recala to my mind the horrors that I have some- 
times felt, after passing a long eveDiDg in those 
severe studies. You will perhaps understand me 
better, when I have told you a short story. One 
who was on board the Centurion, in Lord An- 
ton's voyage, having got some money in that ex- 
pedition, purchased a small estate, about threft 
miles from this town. I have had several con- 
versations with him on the subject of the voyage^ 
and once asked him, whether he had ever read 
the history of it ? He told me, he had read all the 
history, except the description of their sufferings 
during the run from Cape Horn to Juan Fernan- 
dez, which he said were so great, that he durst 
not recollect or think of tbem." - 
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LETTER CXXVI. 

DE BEATTIE TO THE REV. DR I.AINO. 

Aberdeen, '31st January, I7?9- 
J " I lately met with what I consider as a' great 
curiosity in the musical way. Take the history 
as foUowa : Mary, the consort of King William, 
was a great admirer of a certain Scots tune, which 
in England they call Cold and Raw, but which 
in Scotland is better known by the name of Up 
m the Morning earhf> One day at her private 
concert, where Purcel presided, the Queen inter- 
rupted the music, by desiring one Mrs Hunt, 
who was present, to sing the ballad of Cold and 
Raw. The lady sung it ; and it is said, that Par- 
cel was a little piqued at being obliged to sit idle 
at his harpsichord, and having his own composi- 
tions interrupted for the sake of such a trifle. 
The Queen's birth-day was soon after, when Pur- 
cel, who composed the court music for that so- 
lemnity, in order eithei- to please the Queen, or 
to surprise her, or merely to indulge his own hu- 
mour, m&de Cold and Raw the bass of one of the 



by Google 



1£)0 LIFE OP DU Bt&TTIE. 

songs. This anecdote I met with some months 
ago ; and my author added, that this individual 
song was printed in Purcel's Orpheus Britannicus. 
I had a great desire to see this song, that I might 
know how such a genius would acquit himself 
when confined in such- trammels. I confess, for 
all my high opinion of Purcel, I did not expect 
that a song composed on such a plan could be a 
good one; but I am agreeably disappointed. The 
song, or hymn, (for it is in the church style,) is, 
in m^ opinion, excellent. I enclose a copy of it, 
that you may judge for yourself. It will not 
perhaps strike you at first ; but, when you have 
gone over it five or six times, you will like it 
much. There is something of a very original 
cast in the composition." 
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LETTER CXXVII. 

DR BEATTIE TO MRS MONTAGU. 

Aberdeen, 1st February, 1779. 

" I sincerely sympathise with you on the death 
of Mr Garrick. * I know not how his friends ia 
London will be able to bear the loss of him, for 
he was the most delightful companion in the 
World. On the stage nobody could admire him 
more than I did ; and yet I am not sure whether 
I did not admire him still more in private compa- 
ny. What a. splendid career he has run ! idolised 
as he has been by the public, as well as by his 
friends, for almost half a century ; happy in hi» 
fortune, and in his iamilyj-f superior to envy, 
invulnerable by detraction ; and yet nobody, who . 
knew him, will say, that his good fortune was 
greater than his merit 

" I have just received the Notes on Potters 

* For some i&rther account of this great actor, mg the Ap- 
pendix, [CC] 
t Mr Garrick was married, but never had anf children. 
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' jEschylus,' by which I am happy to find, that 
my opiaioD of that translation is ratified by your*s. 
I did not think it possible to do justice to the old 
Grecian in any modern tongue ; but Mr Potter 
has satisfied me, that I was mistaken. It seems 
to me, that this is indisputably the best transla- 
tion that ever appeared in English of any Greek 
poet. "I beg, Madam, you will exert all your in- 
fiuence with the author, to make him go on with 
* Euripides." 



LETTER CXXVIII. 

URS MONTAGU TO Dlt BEATTIE. 

Hill Street, 10th February, 1779. 
" I admire your perseverance in your college 
duties and literary labours, in the midst of so 
many discouragements as want of health and do- 
mestic anxiety bring with them. I rejoice in that 
perseverance, which will give to tlie world and 
me the means of so much instruction and plea- 
sure. You do well in collecting and fitting for 
publication what you have already written. My 
learned and excellent friend Mr Stillingfleet, by 
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daily enlarging his lucubrations, and not putting 
the finishing hand to any, condemned to the 
flames, at his death, (which did not happen till 
he was near seventy,) many valuable manu- 
scripts. 

" You would read, with melancholy pleasure, 
the-honours done to Mr Garrick's remains, and the 
tender regret expressed for his loss. He seemed 
to quit the theatre of the world as he did that at 
Dmry-Lane, before any of the energy, any of the 
graces, with which he was wont to enspirit or 
adorn the part he was to act, were enfeebled or 
faded. In full possession of our admiration, in 
perfect dominion of our affections, and command 
of our sympathies, be quitted us : No wonder we 
wept at the catastrophe ! As be grew disengaged . 
from the theatrical character^ he grew more abso- 
lute and excellent in the charms of the private. 
He gave the highest spirit to conversation; the 
highest joy and mirth at the convivial board. 
The literary men considered him as one, who, by 
a kind of intuition, possessed all they valued in 
themselves, and had a closer intellectual corre- 
spondence with them than any other man. So 
universal an actor mnst be considered rather as a 
general connoisseur of the human mind in. all si-* 

VOL. II. N 
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, tuattons, than as ooe by {trofession a mimic cli 
it. 

" Mr Garrick, in his own chatactear, was high- 
ly respectable. His friends have a great loss, the 
distressed and poor have a g^eat loss, his wife the 
greatest : I think I never saw such perfect affec- 
tion and harmony as subsisted between th»n. 
Ko words can paint her woe; zsiA it would be 
difficult to do justice to the piety, resignation, 
and dignity of her behaviour on this sad occa- 
aion. 

" I was much pleased with your pamphlet on 
* Psalmody,' and I cannot think it possible it 
should give offence. I think psalms, written 
with great and noble simplidty, and sung in the 
same manner, friendly to devotion ; and it is al- 
most an offence to call in the aid of insennble 
and inanimate things to praise the Giver of life 
and reason. A psalm, decently sung by the con- 
gregation, always excites my devotion more than . 
the organ. I would employ musical instruments 
in a Pagan temple, but only the vuice of man in 
a Christian church. 

" I am very glad you are so pleased with Mr 
Potter's ' ^chylus.' I shall communicate to him 
what you have said ; and praise like yours will 



i.vCoogIc 



hXTE OF DK BEATTIE. I^ 

excite him to proceed with his translation of 
' Euripides.' Poor man, he has lately met with 
great domestic afflictions ! it seems to me, tliat 
be is a man of great genius and learning. 

" My letters from Paris tell me, that, since the 
death of Voltaire, freethinking seems less fashion- 
able. AtParis, evei^-thingisgoveraed byfeshion; 
I wish it may he a-ia-mode to endeavour to go to 
heaven." 



LETTER CXXIX. 

DB BEATTIE TO THE DUCHESS OF GOBDON. 

Aberdeeo, 23d February, 1779. 
" My friends in England are all in tears for 
poor Garrick. In his own sphere he was certain- 
ly the greatest man of his time ; and since 1 knew 
him, I have, always thought, that in private com- 
pany bis talents were not less admirable than up- 
on the itage. There was a playfidness in his hu- 
mour, and a solidity in his judgment, which made 
him at once a most delighfiil and most instruc- 
tive associate. After passing part of two days 
with him at his house at H^npton, I once intend- 
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ed to have addressed to him a copy of verses, ia 
which I had actually made some progress ; but 
somethiDg interposed to prevent me. The thought, 
as I remember, was to this purpose : That in him 
the soul of Shakespeare had revived, after under- 
going, in the other world, a purification of one 
hundred years ; for that was the exact space of 
tiine between the death of Shakespeare and the 
birth of Garrick. Kindred spirits they certainly 
were. Shakespeare was never thoroughly under- 
stood till Garrick explained him. Both were 
equally great in tragedy and iff comedy ; and yet 
for comedy both had evidently a predilection." 



LETTER CXXX. 

DE BEATTIE TO SIB VflLLlAii FORBES^. 

AberdecD, lOth Apnl, 1779. 
" I have at last made good my promise, in re- 
gard to .the Scotticisnis ; and send you inclosed 
a little hook, containing about two .hundred, 
with. a. praxis: at the end, which will perhaps 
amuse you. I printed it for no other purpose but 
to g^ve away to the young men who attend my 
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lectures. Tliis collection I have been making, 
from time to time, for some years past. I con- 
sulted Mr Hume's list, and, took a few from it. 
Mr Elphinston's book I also looked into, (that 
book, I mean, whicb he wrote either for or against 
Lord Kaimesj) and it supplied me with three or 
four : But Elphinston is mistaken in many things, 
and his own style is not iree from Scotticism; 
which, however, is one of his least faults; for so 
^affected and enigmatical is his phraseology, that 
he cannot be sfud to have a style at all. Dr 
Campbell gave me about a dozen. The rest are 
the result of my own observation. I shall in 
time, I believe, collect as maiiy more as will be a 
supplement to this pamphlet; for they are end- 
less. Even since these came from the press, I 
have recollected a few others, which you will find 
in the postscript I am not positive that every 
one of my remarks are right; but I intend to 
send them to a learned friend in England, who 
will-correct whiat is amiss. If any material amend- 
ment is made,' I shall inform you of it. 

" Your opinion of Bishop Lowth's ' Isaiah' coin- 
cides exactly with mine. It is equal to my high- 
est expectation^ and does honour to our age and 
nation. I wish the learned prelate may proceed 
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in bis pious andertaking, and give us as many of 
the other books of Scripture as his other duties 
wilt leave him at leisure to revise. I made two ' 
or three trifling remarks on the language of bis 
traoslation, in which there are some peculiarities 
that I cannot account for. To hist, (meaning 
to call with 4 whistle) is a wwd which I never 
before met with either in print or in conversa^ 
tion, and which indeed I should not have under- 
stood, if the author had not explained it in his 
notes ; I suspect it may be provindal. liar, too, 
and cyan, are a sort of technical words, the one 
belonging to botany, the other to gardening; 
and, as such, ought not, I think, to have a place 
in a popular translation of Scripture. It is a 
striking beauty in our English fiible, that, though 
the language is always elegant and nervous, and 
for the most part very harmonious, the words are 
all plain and common ; no affectation of learned - 
terms, or of words of Greek or Latin et3fmology. 
I have sometimes amused myself with the sim- 
plicity and harmony of particular passages. No> 
thing can be more melodious than the following, 
which yet seems to be the effect of accident ra- 
ther than of ait : "Man that is born of a woman 
" is of few days, and full of trouble. He cometh 
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y forth as a flower, and is cut down; he fleeth . 
" also as a shadow, and continueth not" Virgil 
himself would not versify the following passage, 
for fear of hurtiog its harmony ; and yet every 
word is common, and there is not the Irast ap- 
pearance (rf" art in the cwnposition : '* My beloved 
" spake, and said nnto me, Rise up, my love, my 
" feir one, and come away. For lo, the winter 
" is past, the rain is over and gone. The flowers 
" appear on the earth, the time of the singing of 
" birds is come; and the voice of the turtle is 
" heard in our land. The fig-tree putteth forth 
" her green. figs, and the vines with the tender 
" grape give a good smell. Arise, my love, my 
" feir one, and come away." Our critics have 
often afl^rmed, that the English tongue derives a 
great deal of its harshness from the multitude of 
its monosyllables : this passage may serve for '3 
proof of the contrary ; for here (if I reckon right) 
are eighty words, whereof sixty-eight are momo- 
syllables ; and yet I will venture to say, that the 
Italian language itself is not susceptible of great- 
er sweetness. Some of our words of one syllable 
are certainly harsh, as which, such, scratch, Sec; 
but even these lose a great part of their disagree- 



by Google 



SOO tlTtOt 1>A BEATTIE. 

able sound, when the words that come before and 
after them are properly modulated. ' 

" You would hear, no doubt; of the death of 
Mr Riddoch, one of the ministers of our English 
chapel. As I think I have heard you say,' that 
you liked those few sennons which he published 
some years ago, • I shall take the liberty to in- 
form you, th^t his widow, whom he has left in 
very poor circumstances, intends to publish two 
volumes of hjs sermons by subscription, and has 
asked that Dr C^pbell and I would revise the 
manuscript^ ; which, coiisidering her distress, and 
his iperit, both as a m^ and a^ a preacher, we 
did not decline." 



* Six occasional SerojioDs on important sulgecb, hy Jam^ 
Riddbcb, A. M. one of the ministers of St Paul's chapel, Aber- 
deen, published in 1762. The two first, preached on New- 
year's day, are peculiarly excellent. Those alluded to here, 
which Dr Beattie and Dr Campbell had the goodness to revise 
previous to their publication, were printed in the year 1TS2. 
They are plain, pious, practical, and usefbl discoinses, whicb 
may be perused with advantage. As his manner in the pulpit 
was extremely energetic, they were listened to by hi^ congrega- 
tion with much delight. 
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LETTER CXXXl. 

OS BEATTIE TO THE PVCUESS OF CORDON. 
AberdecD, 27Ui May, 1779. 

*' I rgoice ia the good weather, in the belief 
that it extends to Glenfiddich ; * where I prajr 
that your Grace may enjoy all the health and 
happiness that good air, goats' whey, romantic 
^litude, and the society of the loveliest children 
in the world, caq bestow. May your days be 
clear sunshine, and may a gentle rain give balm 
to your nights, that the flowers and birch-trees 
may salute you in the morning with all their ira- 
grance ! May the kids frisk and play tricks be- 
fore ypu, with unusual sprightliness ; and may 
the song of birds, the hum of bees, and the dis- 
tant waterfall, with now and then the shepherd's 
horn resounding from the mountains, entertun 
you with a full chorus of Highland music ! 

f A himting-seftt of the Duke of Gordon's, in the benrt o^th« 
Grampian mountaius ; a wild, but beautifol, sequestered ipo^ <^ 
vbich Dt Bcattie was peculiarly fond. 
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' " My ima^oation bad parcelled out the lovely 
glen into a thousand Kttle paradises ; in the hope 
of being there, and seeing every day, in that st>- 
litude^ what is 

" Fairer than &med of old, or fabled since, 
" Qf fairy damsels, met in forest wide 
" By errant knights." ' 

But the information you received at Cluny gave 
a check to my fancy, and was indeed a great dis- 
appointment to Mrs Beattie and me ; not on ac- 
count of the goats' whey, but because it keeps us 
so long at such a distance irom your Grace." 



LETTER CXXXII. 

DR BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAU FORBES. 

Aberdeen, 12th June, 1779. 
" You are extremely welcome to as many co- 
pies of the Scotticisms as you please ; I shall send 
a parcel by the first opportunity. But I would 
not wish the pamphlet to be exposed to the 
censure of critics, who know not the peculiar 
circumstances of the persons for whose use it 
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was intended. I printed it for the improvement 
cf those youi^ men only who attend my lec- 
tures; who are generally of the north country, 
and many of whom have had no opportunity of 
learning English from the company they kept 
To hare confined myself, therefore, to such idioms 
as may actually be found in printed books, or to 
such as are current to the south as well as the 
north of Scotland, would not have answered my 
purpose. There are in the list, as you justly ob- 
serve, some phrases, which are not often beard 
among the better sort of our people ; but, in this 
country, they are, in fact, used by many above 
the rank of the vulgar, and are sometimes miatar 
ken for English, because they may be seen is 
English books, though in a di^erent sense : such 
is, misguide for saify, ill to guide for ill to tmnage, 
&c fVrcfiigma and iniquous are very common 
among Scottish lawyers. In a word, I might, no 
doubt, have omitted several of those that are in- 
serted ; and would probably have done so, if I 
had not known by experience, that phrase-books, 
vocabularies, and dictionaries, are oftener iaulty 
from defect than from redundancy. 
. " Negatives are hard to prove, especially in 
'language. A good phiase is established by a (juo- 
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tation from a good author : but to say of a phras^ 
that it is a Scottish idiom, is to say, that,-though 
U3ed in Scotland, it occurs not in any English 
writer of classical authority ; a point which, in 
n^ny cases, it will be no easy matter to evince. 
There may be errors,. therefore, in my pamphlet ; 
it would be strange indeed if there were none ; 
but it may have its use for all that. Old Dr 
f ****** used to tell me, that he formerly be- 
longed to a club in Edinburgh where nothing but 
Xatin was spoken; and that'when appeals were 
made to Mr Ruddiman,-f (who was a sort of oracle 
among them,) he would give his opinion very 
readily and decisively, when he thought the La- 
tin good; but was slow to pronoupce poncerning 
;iny phrases which had the appear^ce of Latin, 
that they were bad. And I remember, that Walr 
ker, in his excellent ' Treatise on English Partis 
des,' makes a remark to the same purpose, and 
g^ves a list of Latin phrases from the best au- 
thors, which one, who was not well read. in the 
classics, would, without hesitation, pronounce 19 
be Anglicisms." 

t The celebrated gratmnaiiaa. 
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LETTER CXXXin. 

DB BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIASf FOBBES. 

' AUideeD, nth, June, 1779. 

" I have been reading Johnson's prefaces to the 
Ei^lish edition of the poets, which poor Dilly- 
sent me in exchange for the Edinhurgh edition. 
There are many excellent things in the preface^, 
particularly in the lives of Milton, Drydei^ and; 
Waller. He is more civil to Milton than I ex- 
pected, though he hates him for his blank verse 
and his politics. To the forced and unnatural 
conceits of Cowley, I think he is too favourable ; 
and I heartily wish, that, instead of the poems 
of this poet, which are printed at full length, and 
fill two large volumes, he had given us ' The 
Fairy Queen' of Spenser, which is left out, very 
absurdly, I think. He has brought his lives no 
further down than to Hughes; but I hear he in- 
tends to give the remainder as soon as he can." 
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LETTER CXXXIV. 

bit KCATTIB TO THE DUCHESS 07 GORDON. 

Aberdeen, 22d June, 1779. 

" I congratulate your Grace, with alt my heart, 
OD the safe arrival of one of the best and most 
beautiful boys that ever was bom. * It gave ine 
the most sincere pleasure to see lum so well, bo 
mindful of all his old friends, and so impatient 
to get forward to the Glen, f 

" And here your Grace will pardon me for ex- 
pressing a wish, that the Marquis were attended 
by a man of learning, in quality of tutor, as well 
as by Mr S*******, who is, to be sure, in every re- 
spect but one, the best man in the world for his 
purpose. Many an English clergyman would, 
with transport, resign his cure, in order to un- 
dertake so pleasing an employment: And I think 
the tutM- ought by all means to be an English- 
man, regularly educated ; and to be recommend- 



• The Marquis of Huntley, 
t Glen&ddich. See p. 201. 
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ed citho- by the Archbishc^ of Vork, *or by Dr 
Barnard, provost of Eton, whom I look upcm as 
the best judges now in the world of the qualifi- 
cations requisite in a teacher. I beg yoar Grace 
will think of thifi. 

*" I will not attempt to describe what I suffer- 
ed Irom the cruel aecessity which compelled me 
to decline your Grace's invitation. My regret 
was sudi, and the cause of that regret is so great 
a wei^t on my spirits, that 1 believe even Adam 
Smith himself, * if be were to know it, would al- 
most |Hty me. Mrs Beattie has been a little bet- 
ter for this week past; 'and bids me say, that 
though she is obliged to give up all thoughts of 
the Glen for this season, she still hopes to be hap- 
py in Gordon-Castle before the end of autiunn. 
She now goes out once a day in a chaiae ; but if 
the airing exceed two miles, she is fatigued with 
it. I would faia hope, that, when she is a little 
accustomed to this exercise, she may be able to 
undertake a little journey, which I am sure would 
be of infinite service to her. 

" I have made several viata of late to the Den 

* In allusion to Dr Smith's doctrine of S;/mpalhy. 
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'of Rubislaw,* and 6nd a charm in it which I was 
never sensible of before. One eveniBg it api{>6ar- 
ed in dreadful majesty ; fbr it was so thick a fbg, 
that I could hardly ^e the tops of the trees, or 
even of the cliffs ; and so I was at liberty to fen- 
Cy them as high and as wild as I pleased. But 
the more I indulge myself in that solitude, th6 
more I r^ret my distance from another,t which 
I hear is admirable for the beauties of still life, 
and of which I know ho* much it excels all 
other solitudes for every other species of beauty. 
I still flatter myself with the hope of assisting, 
6ne time or other, at some of your Grace's morn- 
ing lectures. Pray remember your promise of 
sending me the history of a day. 

"I have a little story to tell your Orace, and 
a fitvouT to ask; which will give you the trouble 
of another letter in a post or two." 



* A romantic woody gpot; in die near nn^bbOiMiood of Aber- 
deen ; to which Dr Beattte delighted to retire, in order to iodalga 
In silent meditation. 

A Den, in the veroacular lanjuage of Scotland, as nsed in the 
seoBc here meant, is aynonymouB with what io Ei^aod is called 
a OingU. 

t Glenfiddich. 
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LETTER C5tXXV. 

DK BBATTIE TO UHS HDNTAOU. 

Aberdeen, 2£tb ,lvne, l?T8i 
'* An extraordinaiy book has just now appear- 
ed in this country ; but, before I say any thing 
of it, I most trouble you with a short narrative. 

" During the last years of Mr Hume's life, hia 
friends gave out, that he regretted his having 
dealt so much in metaphysics, and that he never 
would write any more. He was at pains to dis- 
avow his ' Treatise of Human Nature,' in an ad- 
vertisement which he published about half a year 
before his death/ All this, with what I then 
heard of his bad health, made my heart relent 
towards him; as you would no doubt perceive 
by the cqncluding part of the prefiice to my 
quarto book. But, immediately after his death, 
I heard, that he had left behind him two manu- 
scripts, with strict charge, that they should he 
published by his executors; one, ' The History 
of his Life,' and the other, ' Dialogues on Natu- 
ral Religion.' This last was said to be more scep- 

VOL. II. • 
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ticat than any of his other writings. Yet he had 
employed the latter part of his life in preparing 
it. The copy Which I have, was sent me two 
days ago by my friend and neighbour Dr Camp- 
bell ; than whom no person better understands 
the tendency and the futility of Mr Hume's phi- 
losoji^y, and who accompanied it with a note, in 
the ftribmng words: •" You have probably not 
" yet seen this posthumous pcrfbnnanoe of Da- 
" vid Hume. As the publisher, with whom I am 
". not acquainted, has favoured me with a copy, 
" I have sent it to you for your perusal ; and 
" shall be glad to have your opinicm of it, after 
" you have read iL For my part, I ^ink tt too 
"* dry, and too metaphysical, to do much luiit; 
" neither do I discover any thing new or curious 
*' in it. It serves but as a sort of commentary to 
" the * Dialogues on Natural Religion and Pro- 
" videBce,' published in his lifetime. What most 
" astonishes me, is, the zeal which this publica- 
'* tion shows for disseminating those sceptical 
" principles." * . 

* DrCampbeH'spredictioa, asto thefatc ofthis poslhiODoua 
work of Mr Hume's, seems to have' beeo completely Terified ; 
for die " IKalogues concemiDg Natural Religioa" are now miet 
hend o£ 
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In my answer to Dr Campbell's Bote, I toU 
him, " that I was happy to find, from Ms accoaat, 
" that the book was not likdy to do much bum ; 
" that I woold acquiesce in his judgment of i^ 
"which I was persuaded was just; but that at 
*' present my circumstances, in r^;ard to health 
" and spirits, would not pennit Hte to enter np- 
" on the study of it." 

" Are yott not surpriied, Madam, that any man 
should conclude his lifi; (for Mi Hume knew be • 
was dying) with preparing sudi a work for the 
press f* Yet Mr Hume must have known, that, in 
Ute opiiuon of a great majority of his readers, his ' 
reasonings, in regard to God and Providence, 
were most .pernicious, as well as most absurd. 
Nay, he himself seemed to think th«n danger- 
ous. This appears from the following lact, which 
I had from Dr Gregory. Mr Hume was boast- 
ing to the Doctor, that, among his disciples in 
Edinburgh, he had the honour to reckon many of 
the fair sex. " Now, tell me," said the Doctor, 
'* whether, if you had a wi£e or a daughter, you. 
" woidd wish them to be your disciples? Think 
" well before you answer me ; for I assure you, 
" that, whatever your answer is, I will not con- 
" ceal it." Mr Humci with a smile, and some 
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hesitation, made this reply; >" No; I believe 
''scepticism may be too sturdy a virtue for a 
"woman." Miss Gregory* will certainly re- 
member, that she has heard her &tber tell this 
story. How different is Doctor Gregory's 'Lega- 
cy' -t- to Mr Hume's ! 

" Do me the fevour, Madam, to let me know 
that you are well ; that your nephew is just such 
as I wish him to be ; and that the Duchess^owa- 
ger of Portland, Mrs Delany, Mrs Carter, Sir Jo- 
shua Reynolds, and our. other friends, are all in 
good health. I never pass a day, nor (I. believe) 
an hour of the day, without thinkingofthein, and 
wishing them all imaginable happiness. Some- 
tames I flatter myself with the hope of seeing you 
all once more before I die ; it is a pleasing thought ; 
but, 

" Shadowa, clouds, aud darkness, rest apon it" 



* Daughter of the late Dr John Gregory, ( who, at the date 
of this letter, was on a vbit at Mrs Montagu's. Mim Gregory 
is now the wife of my reipected friend, the Reverend Mr Ali- 
aon.S 

t Dr Gregory's elegant little poBthumons vroH^ " A Father'a 
Legacy to his Daughters." 

} Set Vol. I. p. 41. 
^ JM.p.250, 
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" How shall I thank you, Madam,: for all your 
goodness ! your refusal to accept of any indem- 
nification for the expence of my advellisements,- 
is a new instance. ' I am ashamed, and know not 
what to say : Dii tibi — et mens sibi amscia rtcti^ 



The following little artless tale, referred' to in 
a former letter, is well told, and does credit to 
ttie goodness of DrBeattie's heart; although, un- 
fortunately, his endeavours to serve his old fiiend,' 
I believe, proved unsuccessful. 



LETTER CXXXVI. 

D^ BEATTIE TO THE DUCHESS OF GORDON. 
Aberdeen. 5th My, 1779. 

" luow sit down to make good the threaten- 
ing denounced in tlie conclusion of a letter, which 
I had the honour to write to your Grace about 
ten days ago. The request I am going to make 
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I shook! pre&ce with many apcdagies, if I did 
BOt know, that the penoaage to Th(»n I address 
myself i« too well acquainted with all the good 
emotions of the human hearty to blame the wannth 
<tf a school-boy attachment, and too generous to 
thiak the worse of me for wishing to assist an 
unfortunate Aiend. 

" Three weeks ago, as I was scribbhng in my 
garret, a man entered, whom at first I did not 
know ; but, on his desiring me to took him in 
the face, I soon recollected an old iriend, whom 
I had not seen, and scarcely heu^ of, these twen- 
ty years. He and I lodged in the same bouse, 
ft^ben we attended the school of Laurencekirk, in 
the year 1747> I was then about ten years old, 
and he about fifteen. As be took a great liking . 
to me, he heid many opportunities of obliging me ;' 
having much mttfe knowledge of the world, as 
well as more bodily strength, than L He was, 
besides, an ingenious mechanic, and made for me 
many little things : and it must not be forgotten, 
that he first pat a violin in my hands, and gave 
noe the only lessons in music I ever recdved. 
Four years afler this period, I went to college, 
and he engaged in farming. But our acquain- 
tance w^s renewed about five years after, when 
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I remembered he made me the (vnfident of a 
passion he had for the greatest beuity in that 
part of the country, whom he soonai^r mar- 
ried. 

" I was very glad to see my old friend so uih 
expectedly; and we talked over many old sto- 
ries, which, though intereating to us, would have 
given litUe pleasure to any body else. But my 
satisfaction was soon changed to regret, when, 
upon inquiring into the particulars of his fortune 
during these twenty years, I found he* had been 
very unsuccessful His farming projects had mi»* 
carried; and, happening to gjve some o^Tence to 
a young woman, who was called the housekeeper 
' of a gentleman on whom be depended, she swore 
she would be revenged, to his ruin ; and was as 
good as her word. He satisfied his creditors, by 
giving them all his substance; and, retiring to a 
small house in Johnshaven,* made a shift to sup- 
port his family by working fu a j<Hner : a trade 
which, when a boy, he had picked up for his 
amusement. But « consumptive complaint over- 
took him ; and though he got the better of it> be 
has never since been able to do any thing that 

* A siull fiilung.toint in tJte coun^ of Kincardine. 
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requires labour, and can now only make fiddlev 
and some such little mattets, for which there is 
no great demand in the place where he lives. He 
told me, he had come to Aberdeen on purpose to 
put' me in mind of our old acquaintance, and see 
whether I could do any thing for him. I asked, 
in what respect he wished me to serve him. He 
would do any thing, he said, for his family, that 
was not dishonourable : and, on pressing him a 
little further, I found, that the height of his am- 
bition was to be a tide-waiter, a land-waiter, or 
an officer of excise. I told him, it was particit- 
larly unlucky that I had not the least influence, 
or even acquaintance, with any one commission- 
er, either of the excise or customs : but, "as I did 
not care to discourage him, I priHnised to think 
of his case, and to do what I could. I have since 
seen a clergyman, who knows my friend very 
well, and describes his condition as still mOTe 
forlorn than he had represented it. 

*' It is in behalf of this poor roan, that I now 
venture to implore your Grace's advice and as- 
sistance. I am welt aware, that, though his case 
ie very interesting to me, there is nothing extra- 
ordinary in it; and that your Grace must often 
be solicited for others in like circumstances. It 
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is, therefore, with the utmost reluctance, that I 
have taken this liberty. If your Grace thinks, 
that an application from me to Mr Baron Gor- 
don might be sufficient to procure one of the of- 
fices in question for my friend, I would not wish 
you to have any trouble ; but if my application 
were enforced by yours, it woul^ have a better 
chance to succeed. This, however, I do not re- 
quest, if it is not so easy to your Grace, as to be 
almost a matter of indifi^erence. 

" By the first convenient opportunity I hope 
to send your Grace a sort of curiosity, — four ele- 
gant Pastorals, by a Quaker; — not one of our 
Quakers of Scotland, but a true English Quaker, 
who says t/iee and thou, and cohies into a room, 
and sits down in company, without taking oiF 
his hat. For all this, he is a very worthy man, 
an elegant scholar, a cheerful companion, and a 
particular friend of mine. His name is John 
Scott, of Am well, near Ware, Hertfordshire, where 
he lives in an elegant retirement, (for his fortune 
is very good ;) and has dug, in a chalk-hill near 
his house, one of the most curious grottos I-have 
.ever seen. As it is only twenty miles from Lon- 
don, I would recommend it to your Grace, when 
you are th?re, as worth going to visit Youp 
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Gfaoe will be pleased with bis PastoF^ not on- 
ly on account of their morality and sweet verai^ 
ficatton, but also for their images and descrip- 
tions, which are a very exact picture of the 
grove^ woods, waters, and windmills, of that 
part of England where he resides." 



LETTER CXXXVII. 

UBS HONTAOU TO DE BEATTI£. 

SuidlefonI, 30th Jaly, 1779- 
" I always consider your letters, as a iavour; 
and when they brought a good account of ytnir 
uid Mrs Beattie's health, they gave me the high- 
est pleasure. I can only say, that with your last 
I felt the most sincere and tender sympathy, and 
daily pour forth the warmest wishes ft/, her speedy 
recovery. 

" I will now give you some account of myself: 
I went to Bath the middle of April, and, with 
great benefit to my health, drank the waters 
above six weeks. A winter season in Lond<»i, 
and a spring season at Bath, bring on a weariness 
of the bustle of society ; and I was glad to pass 



by Google 



UFE QT SR BBATTIEt fil9 

tile nooth of Jane in the sober, cheerful tran* 
'quilUty of Sandleford. But in this working-day" 
worid one can have but few bolides : the houae 
I am building, and an estate I am purchasing, 
created many occasions Ibr my going to Xx>adon; 
to the busy world, therefore, business brought 
me back, and from thence I am but just rebimed 
to peace and sunshine, and the rural joys of 
July. The animated scene of bay-making is 
very delightfiil to me ; and I passed my morn- 
ings in the grove, to ccmtemplate the gay la^ 
hour of the hay-makers, who, to tlie number of 
forty, of different ages and sexes, were all busy 
in the field below; me. The men were gay, the 
women chattering, and the boys and girls sport- 
ing and playing amidst their work; so that la- 
■ hour seemed rather a brisk exertion than a pain^ 
iul task. The reaper's employment is more se- 
rious and more laborious, as if, the nearer the 
approach to wealth, the less gay the condition; 
their wages are greater than those of the hay- 
makers, but the occupation is not so delightful, 
nor performed with such careless ease ; and is it 
not the same in the business of civil life? At 
this juncture, particularly, I think the hi^est 
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offices in our state must be the most laborious, 
a&d full of seriousness and care. Public danger 
used to beget public union ; but I am sony to 
say, that our leaders of faction have not seemed 
to foi^ their private objects ferr the general in- 
terest This summer will probably bring Very 
important events to Engla'nd. Daily rumours of 
invasion, in some part or other of our country 
seem very alarming to ears, unaccustomed to 
such reports ; but if the chastisements of Heaven 
will restore those virtues, which prosperity seems 
to have impaired, such corrections must be reck- 
oned amongst the favours of Providence. Re- 
signation to Divine Wisdom and Omnipotence 
becomes creatures, not only weak, but blind j 
so I endeavour to keep my, mind in tranquil- 
lity. 

" I am very glad you were pleased with Mr 
Potter s ' ^iEschylus. ' I think he has maide a great 
addition to the English literature. At my re- 
quest he has since added some notes, which I 
will send you if you have not got them. He is 
very cautious in explaining ancient mythology : 
I wished he had given his conjectures on the 
allegory of Prometheus. Mr Potter is now tran- 
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slating ' Euripides;' and, if he succeed as well as 
in the other translation, the world will owe him 
a great deal ; and I heaitily wish, that, in some 
shape, it would pay him part of the debt ; he U 
a man (^ great merit, small preferment, and lai^ 
family. I hear of few new works to come forth ; 
in the din of arms, not only the laws, but the 
muses are silent 

- " I cannot CMiclude my letter, without exhort- 
ing you to collect together those things you have 
written for- the young people who attend your 
lectures. - I am convinced they would be useful 
to the world, and much approved by it, if you 
would publish them. In all your essays there is 
much to be learnt; observations and deductions 
perfectly new, and at the same time just With 
such conditions, I account essays to be pleasant 
and profitable ; but most^f ssay-writers give mere 
common-place observations, and a great deal' of 
trite matter." 
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LETTER CXXXVIII. 

DB BEATTIE TO MAJOR HERCEB. 

Abeideeo. lit OOobcf. 17T9. 
" I betook myself to the reading of Cfleaar 
vhen I was at Peterhead, for I bappeoed to bare 
no other book. I had forgot a great deal of Inm; 
and scarce remembered any thing more than the 
opinioB which I formed of tus style, about twenly- 
five years ago. But when I began, I found it 
almost impoestble to leave off. There is nothing 
in the historical style more perfect ; and hia 
transactions are a complete contrast to the miU- 
taiy aSiiTS of these times. I know not which of 
his talents I should most admire : his indefatiga- 
ble activity and perseverance ; his intrepidity and 
presence of mind, which never &il him even for 
a moment; his address as a politician ; his ability 
as a commander, in which he seems to me to have 
no equal ; or the beauty, brevity, clearness, and 
modesty, of his narrative. I understand all his 
battles as well as if I had seen them : and, in 
^alf a sentence, he explains to me the grounds 
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and occasions of a war, more fiiUy than a modem 
fantoiian could do in 6fly pages of narratdve, and 
as many more of dissertation. In a word, as the 
world at that time stood in need of an afas<dute 
oovereign, I am clearly of opinion, that he should 
have been the person. Pompey was a vain cox- 
comb, who, because a wrong-headed faction had 
given him the title of Magnus, foolishly thought 
himself the greatest of men ; Cassius was a male- 
oimtent, and a mere demagogue ; and Bnitui was 
tiie dupe of a surly philosophy, operating upon 
an easy temper. I ask pardon for troubhsg you 
with this, which you understand so much better 
than I do : but I am quite full of Csesar at pre- 
sent ; and you know, ' what is nearest the heart 
* is nearest the mouth." 



LETTER CXXXIX. 

BR BEArnf TO DB FOBTEUS, BISHOP OF CHESTER. 

Aberdeen, nth Becembefj 1779. 
" About three months ago, a lady, who is a 
great admirer of Kshop Butter, put into my hands 
a manuscript^hai^ of that excellent prelate to 
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the clei^' of the diocese of Durham. If it is 
not in his printed works, I doubt whether it was 
ever pubHshed ; but qo person, who is acquainted 
with Butler's manner, could read half a page with- 
out being 8atis6ed that it is genuine. I was so 
well pleased with it, that I had thoughts of print- 
ing it IB a small pamphlet ; but domestic troubles 
have so disconcerted me, that I am hardly capa>- 
ble of any thing. If your Lordship is curious to 
see it, I believe I could easily procure a MS. copy. 
Let me again make it my request, that you would 
collect all your printed pieces, and give them to 
the world in one publication. 

." I think I told your Lordship in my last, that, 
in order to keep my mind from preying upon it- 
self, and to give it a sufficiency of such onploy- 
■ nient as would amuse the fancy, without affisct- 
ing the heart, I had resolved to* finish a gramma- 
tical treatise, which I began some considerable 
time ago. It is now finished, and makes one of 
my largest treatises. It consists of two part*; 
the first, ' On the Origin and general Nature of 
Speech ;' the second, ' On Universal Grammar.' 
I have drawn a good deal of infijrmation from 
Mr Harris's ' Hermes," and Lord Monboddo on 
' Language ;' but my plan and my sentiments 
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£flfer in many particulars from both. Monbod- 
do'a partiality to the Epicurean hypothesis of the 
origin of language and society, 

" Cum prorepxrunt primis animaiia terris," 4:c. 

I thought it incumbent upon me to animadvert 
upon; and I hope I have shown that it is iU 
founded. 

" I have never seen Lord Monboddo's 'An- 
cient Metaphysics.' He and I have' long been 
particularly acquainted. Formerly we used to 
disagree a little on the subject of religion ; but I 
hear he has become more cautious on that head. 
He carries his a3miration of Aristotle, and the 
abstruser parts of the Greek philosophy, to a de- 
gree of extravagance that is hardly credible. He- 
rodotus is his favourite historian; and so far is 
he from thinking, with the rest of the worH, 
that be is credulous, ' that he seems to thiuk him 
infallible in all matters, which he says he had an 
opportunity of inquiring into. He believes in 
the existence of satyrs, and men with the heads 
of dogs, and other Egyptian monsters : and he 
and 1 have had many a controversy concerning 
men with tails, whom he firmly believes to exist, 
not only in the islands of Nicobar in the Gulf of 

VOL. II. V 
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Bengal, but even in this country. He bi^ds, that^ 
men are naturally cannibals ; from which he in- 
fers, that man is not by nature a social anim^ 
The Lacedemonian government and discipline he 
admires beyond that of all other nations. Whe- 
ther 'he justifies their conduct towards the He- 
lots, I do not remember; but I have heard him 
seriously maintain, that slavery is the state that 
is most proper for peasants, and that they tmd the 
cattle ought to be annexed to the soil, and bought 
and sold along with it. He considers Horace 99 
ft philosopher, an^l Vir^l as a good poet : but bis 
opinion of Latin literature is but low at best; 
for I have heard him say, that; if we except the 
Roman law, there is hardly any thing in the 
Latin tongue that merits preservation. 

" Notwithstanding these strange peculiantiea 
of opinion, some of which are the objects of 
latghter rather than censure, Lord Monboddo is 
an honest, worthy, and friendly man, indulgent 
to his servants, and kind to his tenants; an ele- 
gant speaker, agreeable and jocose in conversar 
tion, and perfectly well bred. Mr Harris's ' Her- 
mes* first set him upon studying the Greek; and 
it unluckily directed him to the most insignifi- 
cant part of ancient learning, * The Analytics 
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and Metaphysics ' of Aristotle ; which }ie has 
studied so long, that I believe he is now seriously 
of opinion, that nothing else deserves to be stu- 
died." 



There is something extremely affec^pg in tl)f 
tender solicitude which, in the following letter, 
Pr Beattie expresses concerning the ^ducatiptt 
0.nd iiiture fortunes of his sons, at ^ time wh^ 
h^ apprehended that he had not long to livp. 
{attle did he then suspect that hp woyl^ h^YP 
the misfortune to survive them both. 



LETTER CXL* 

SB sEATTiE TO SIR wiJiLiAU ro^^^• 

Aberdeen, I8lh Jaoqaiy, ITS'?. 

" In my present condition, it is natiffat for me 
to thiQk what is likely to befal my &n)ily whev 
J leave it. The aflairs I have to settle are mt 
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ext^sive or complex : I have taken the liberty 
to give you some concern in theai. 

" About a month ago, I executed a deed, with 
all the necessary formalities ; ia which I named 
you, my dear Sir, with some other fijends, tutore 
and curators for my two boys. I ought, no 
doubt, to have informed you of this sooner; but 
I know you will excuse me. This deed I consi- 
der as the most, and indeed as the only, material 
part of my settlements. It is scarce- necessary 
foT one to make a will, who wishes hts childl'en 
to be on an equal footing, in reg&rd to inheri- 
tance ; and whose property consists chiefly In a 
little money and some moveables. I hope I shall 
leave them what may keep them from- being a 
burden on any body, and what, with strict eco- 
nomy, may afford them the means of an educa- 
tion somewhat better than I received myself. 
Friends may be necessary to help them forward 
'a httle in the world ; and I trust in Providence, 
that those will not be wanting. Will you indulge 
me in the freedom of saying a word or two more 
on this subject 

" My first wish, in regard to my two boys,' is, 
that they may be good Christians, and, -in tme 
way or another, useful in society. Of the younger 
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1 can say nothing, as I know not his character. 
The eider is much addicted to learning, of a good 
temper, and excellent capacity ; but his consti- 
tution is delicate, and I do not think him made 
for the bustle of life. I have, therefore, had. 
thoughts of getting him appointed, when he 
comes to be of age, my assistant and successor; 
provided he himself should then have no objec- 
tion to that way of life : and, from ,my expe- 
rience, in teaching, the care' I meant to take of 
his education, and the farrago of papers which 
I have got together on moral subjects, I flattered 
myself, that I might make him enter upon that 
employment in a way creditable to himself, and 
not unprofitable to society: But this plan could 
not be brought to bear these eight or nine years;- 
and I cannot hope for sO long a life. Besides, I 
have observed, that plans laid so early for children- 
are seldom or never made efiectual. The church 
is a scene of business still more tranquil than mine; 
and that, I presume, would not be disagreeable 
to him. But this is mere conjecture. 

" Be assured, that it would do me great good, 
if I could flatter myself with the hope of visiting 
Edinbyrgh. in the spring, and giving you the 
charge of my person and papers ; not to mentioa 
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the pleasure I should take in seeing my fneai^ 
(pf Which I need not give them any assurances). 
I am sensible, that I have already lived too long 
lb solitude; too long, I mean, for one who loves 
society and cheerfulness, as I do, and always have 
done. No hermit lives more constant to his cave 
tiian I have done to my house for these eighteen 
months. The smallness of my house, and the 
delicacy of Mrs B.'s nerves, which cannot bear 
tiie least noise, will not allow me to have any 
Company with me ; and the consequence is, that 
Uiere are only two houses in the town to which 
I am ever invited. In fact, Z have not dined 
^road Inore than twice these three months. 
Now that I am able to go to the college again, 
my business there gives me some amusement 
through Uie day ; but all the long evening I sit 
alone, trying sometimes to read, and sometimes 
to write, except now and then when I give my 
son a lesson in. Virgil. This must in the end 
have very bad effects upon my health and spirits; 
and, therefore, it is no wonder that I long to be 
from home, and to sojourn for some little time in 
a land of friendship, tranquillity, and cheerful- 
ness. My first excursion (if I ever make any) 
ihust be to Gordon-castle. 
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*' The ' Gramtuatical Treatise' which I told 
you of, is finishedt It is one of the longest, and 
not one of the worst, of my diuertatiom. I 
have also written, since you were here, ' Remarks 
on Sublimity, being a sort ofcounterpart to those 
on * Laughter i' but I am not quite pleased wiUt 
this, nor has it received my last hand. I believe 
I shall next set about finishing what I fdrmerly 
threw together on 'Romance-writing and Chi- 
valr}- ;' not because it is important, but because 
it is amusing, and will require no deep study. It 
is pretty long too; and, in my dull jog-trot way, 
will be an object to me for at least two months. 
Tn a word, my posthumous works (for posthumous 
I believe I may call them) will soon be as vo- 
luminous as those I have printed. I must be 
transcribing one or other of n»y cAd scrawls ; 
ami when one transcribes, one enlarges and cor- 
I«cts insensibly. For I cannot think ; I am toO 
much agitated and distrait (as Lord Chesterfield 
Would say) to read any thing that is not very 
desultory ; I cannot play at cards, — I could never 
learn to smoke, — and my musical days are over. 

*' It gives me great ^in to hear of the &te of 
poor Cook. . I lately read his voyage for the se- 
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oond ^time; and considered, him not only as an 
excellent writer, an able philosopher, and the 
most consumm:^ navigator that ever lived, but 
also as a person of the greatest magnanimity, 
modesty, and humanity. He was indeed one of 
my greatest favourites; and I look upon his 
death as anirreparable loss to his countiy and to 
mankind." 



LETTER CXU 

DR BEATTIE TO-THE DUCHESS OF OOBDON. 

i Aberdeen, Sltt January, 1?89> 
" With this you will receive a packet contain' 
ingtwo 'Mirrors,'* which are just come to han^ 
and which I send separate from the rest, (whereof 
I have now a oinsiderable parcel,) because your 
Grace will probably guess the author. I had no 
ambition to view myself in. any of these foUo 



* A periodical paper with that titie, published at EdiDborgh 
at l^ia time. For some account of whichi >ud of the ' Lounger/ 
■ee the Appeadix, [DD.] 
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looking-glasses ; but, as the publisher had sent 
tne a set from the beginning, and told me that 
he would have no returns but in kind, and, as I 
had never refused the terms, I thought myself 
bound in a sort of debt of honour, which I en- 
deavoured to pay with some detached thoughts 
' On Dreaining.' It is a subject which I ought 
to understand as well as other people ; for I be- 
lieve' I have dreamed as much, both sleeping and 
waking, as most men of my age. Your Grace 
will observe, that the subject is not concluded, 
as I have not yet got time to transcribe the last 
part The foolish gasconade at the top of the 
first, is an addition by the printer. I shall be 
bappy if you find any thing tolerable in these 
two papers, to indemnify you for the dulness of 
this, which indeed I write under very unfevour- 
able circumstances,-~rheumatism, east-wind, shi-: 
tering, a confused head, an aching heart, &c." 
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LETTER CXLII. 

DR B&AtTl£ ¥0 THE DUCHESS OF GORDOJT. 

Abenkcn, Idkb Matcb* 17B0. 

" Afl t sincerely sympathised with your Grace oil 
the occasion of your late uneasiness, it is vith thtt 
greatest pleasure I now send my congratulations ott 
the good news from Rodney ; by which you will 
see, that your brother's laurels, instead of beings 
as you apprehended, stained with blood, are de'- 
corated with gold. For the sake ofyour Grace, a* 
well as of his country, I pray, that the same success 
may attend him wherever he goes ; and that your 
tenderness and anxiety may soon receive their full 
reward in his safe return.. When I consider the 
life that those lead who are engaged in the sef'- 
vice of their country, the busy and meny faces 
with which they are continually surrounded, and 
those tumultuous hopes, and that bustle of em- 
ployment, which keep their minds and bodies in 
constant exercise, I cannot but think their state 
much more enviable, than that of the affectionate 
friend, whom they leave behind them at full lei- 
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auns to magnify and multiply all thnr real dan-< 
geiB, and to ima^ne a thousand others that will 
never have any reality. 

" I am greatly obliged to your Gtaxx fbr thd 
little novel srith the great name. At the first 
reading I did not thoroughly imderstand it ; but 
at Uie second I liked it well; and I agree with 
your Grace, that the author shows a capacity 
for much better things. There h something 
wa^sh enough, as well as uncommoi^ in the 
moral. But, in the preface, there are some thoughts 
and expressions not quite so feminine as I could 
have wished. " Read my book, or go hang your' 
" se^," is not like the language of a feir lady ; 
any more than what she says about being drench- 
ed in Mr Walpole's champaign : — But perhaps 
she wished it to be thought a mascuUne per* 
formauce. * , 

" I am happy that your Grace (4)(»ove8 of my 
treatise ' Ori Dreaming.' The publisher has never 
expressed ^ny desire to have the sequel, and 
therefore I have not s^t it I suspect he may 



* I {ireaiUne the Hove), Dr Beatti« hefe alludes to, ia one 
#hicb, tbougfa puMisb«d anonymously, was uadeistood to be 
written by L»dy CravHO, now Margravine uf Anspach. 
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think it too serious ' for his paper; Your Grace 
seems to think, that I should avow more faith ia 
dreams, if I thought it for the good of mankind 
that they should be believed. I confess there is 
something in this: and, as a proof, I beg leave 
to transcribe the concluding paragraph ; 

" To conclude : Providence certainly superin^ 
*' tends the affairs of men ; and often, we know 
" not how often, interposes for' our preservation* 
" It would therefore be presumptuous to affirm, 
" that supernatural cautions, in regard to futu^ 
" rity, are never communicated in dreams. The 
" design of this discourse is, not to contradict 
" any authentic experience, or historical iact, but 
" only to show, that dreams may proceed from a 
" variety of causes which have nothing super- 
" natural ; that our waking thoughts are often 
"equally unaccountable; that, therefore, .a su* 
" perstitious attenUon to the former is not less 
" absurd, than a like attention to the latter would 
" he ; and that, ^ugh we are not much ao^ 
*' quainted with the nature of this wonderful 
" mode of perception, we know enough of it to 
" see, that it is not useless or superfluous ; but 
" may, ou the contraiy, answer some purposes of 
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" great importance to our weliare, both in soul 
'* and body." * 

" In the couree of my walks, T straggled the 
other day into the Den of Rubislaw : But, whe- 
ther it was owing to the stormy weather, or to, 
the gloom of my own thoughts, I soon found it 
was not a fit place for me at that time. Instead 
of sighing and murmuring, the naked trees seemed 
to roar in the wind, and the black stream to rum- 
ble and growl through the rocks ; and therefore, 
as I did not wish to detain even the idea of your 
Grace in so dreary a wilderness, I made haste to 
leave it Two months heiice it will be more 
pleasing, and, it is possible, I may then be more 
capable of being pleased." 

* What Dr Beattie intended as a third number of a ' Mirror' 
on 'Dreaming,' was not printed when that paper was published 
in single nurabers. But it was added as a sequel to the seventy- 
, fourth paper, when the 'Mirror' was afWrwarda reprinted in 
rohunes. They who wish to see more on this mysterious and, 
may, I be permitted to add, uaintelligible faculty of dresming, 
may consult Professor Dugald Stewart's very ingenious disiwr- 
tatioQ oa the subject, in his ' Elements of the Philosophy of U)e 
Iluman Mind.'t 

t Chap. V. aect. t. p. SSO. 
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LETTER CXLIII. 

PB BEATTIK TO SIK WILLIAM FOBBES. 

Aberdeen, 1 Ith April, 178a 

" 1 am glad that you approve of my critician? 
on the ijiscription for the buryiog-gromid. It 
would sUl), as you say» b<e mor^ classical, if it 
were shorter; but, ' in spe beattE resurrectionis 
per Christtan^ ought not to be expunged. Clas- 
sical writings are good ; but the Christian faith 
is much better : and (to adopt the words of Ad- 
dison, a little varied) ' I should be sony to sacri- 
fice my catechism to my latinity.' The epitaph 
on Franklin I bad seen befon? ; it is qot at all 
amiss. 

" I have, since the college broke up, been hard 
at work upon MrRiddocb's manuscript sermons ; 
but I have only got through five of them, and 
there are still five-and-twenty before me. Nevejr 
did I engage in a more troublesome business. 
There is not a sentence, there is hardly a line, 
that does not need correction. This is owing 
partly to the extreme inaccuracy of the writing 
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but chie^y to the peculiarity of the style ; au 
endless string of climaxes j the involution of 
x^uses within clauses; the immeasurable length 
of the sentences ; and such a profusion of super- 
fluous words, as I have never before seen in any 
composition. To cure all these diseases is impos* 
sible. I must he satisfied with alleviating some 
of the yfOTSt symptoms : yet> to do my old friend 
justice, I must confess, that the sermoqs have, iq 
many places, great energy, and pven eloquence, 
and abound in shrewd remarks, and striking sen*- 
tilraents.* They are gloomy indeed; find will 
suggest to those who never saw the author, what 
is really true, that, in patching, he always had 
^ frown on his countenance. He seldom seeks 
to draw with the cords of love, or with the b^nds 
of a man : his motto should be, " Knowing the 
terrors of the I-ord, we persuade men-" Both 
methods are good in their season ; but the for- 
mer is, if I mistake not, most consonant to the 
practice of our Savionr and his apostles, as well 
as to that of the English divines, who, I think, 
aie the best of all modem preachers. 
" Thi$ puts me in mind of a passage in my 

• See p, 200, 
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friend the Bishop of Chester's last letter, which, 
I know, you will be glad to see : " I am glad to 
" find (says he) we are to have another volume 
" of sermons from Dr Blair. For although they 
" may be thought by some severe judges a little 
" too florid and rhetorical, yet they certainly 
*' abound with good sense and useful observa- 
" tions, and just sentiments of religion, convey- 
" ed in lively and elegant language : better cal- 
" culated, perhaps, to engage the attention, and 
*' touch the hearts of the generality of readers, 
" than that correct simplicity, and chastity of 
** diction, which nicer ears require. There is, 
" however, another volume of sermons expected, 
" with which every class of readers will, I con- 
*' ceive, be abundantly satisfied ; I mean one 
*' from Bishop Hurd. When such talents, and 
" taste, and learning, as his, are applied to the 
*' illustration of practical subjects, and the re- 
*' commendation of common religious duties, we 
" may expect every effect from them that human 
*' abilities are capable of producing. Such publt- 
" cations as these will, I hope, in some degree, 
*' counteract the principles that will probably be 
" diffused over the kingdom by a very different 
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" BOrt of composition—^ second volume of ' The 
" Decline and Fait of the Roman Empire."* 

" I am much obliged to you, my dear Sir, for 
your kind concern in my wel&re, and for the 
many good advices contained in your last. I am 
^ep]y sensible of their importance, and will do 
what I can to follow them : But in my case there 
are some peculiar difficulties, which I do not wdl 
know how it will be possible for me to get over." 



LETTER CXUV. 

Vft BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAH FORBES. 

Aberdeen, 33d Mey^, 1780. 

" Dr Blair's second volume I also saw at Gor- 
don-Castl$. The Duke and Duchess read it «k 
famiUe on Sunday ev^iing; and I glanced over a 
good part of it I did not think it quite equ^ to 
the first; but perhaps I may be mistaken. Dr 
Gerard's ' Sermons,* in one volume 8vo, are just 
now sent me; but I have not had time to read a 
single page. I am sqre they wilt be sensible and 
instructive. The author was my master, and I 
have the greatest regard for him. H9 was more 

VOL. II. a ' 
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tiban ttiy niadter,-»-he was my pivb«i4^ ftimd, 
at a time wheb I had Very fevf fiiebda. 

^< The death of Sir Adolpbua Oilghton must be 
a great affliction to all his iriends; I ftel for 
tbeA, and for myself. In himi the world haa 
bst one 'of the btst men it had to boast of. H< 
has lost nothing, but gained every thing ; ahd 
therefore there is something sel^s^ ™ our lam^t- 
tataonai" • 



LETTER CKLV* 

DE BEATTIE TO THE DVCHEIS OF 008X1017. 

AbeidMD, 23d Mxy, IIBO. 

" To say that my depikrtui« frcNit Gordon^Castle 
cost nle some sighs and tet^ is not sayjbg much ; 
as I am apt, c^Jate, when alon^ to bn rather ex- 
pehsiye ia that '^xy^. I 1^ you with a w^g^t 
Upon my mind, which Woidd have been hardly 
supportable, if it had not been alleviated, in somt; 
dtgree, by the hope of soon meeting the Duke 
Gla^w, atid of seeing your Gjace once taore 

«SeeVo].Lp.395i 
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befbfe the ejid of summer. By the by^ I hopp 
Mr Nicols jviU not iiitenneddle in the arrange- 
meqt of Uje drnujng-room libraiy ; I flatter my- 
self, that honour will be reserved for m& 

" I have sent; a wall print, which my book- 
seller, in tiie abundance of his wisdom, and codt 
trary to my advice, is determined to prefix to a 
neif e<litioa of my ' Essajys on Poetry, Music,' 
&C. The %ure, designed by Angelica, is certun- 
ly veiy noble, — much more so than I expected ; 
ifad is intended to represent Socrates in prison, 
and ui^der sentence of death, comfHising a hymn 
in honour o( Apo^la But I am afiraid, that the 
readera will neither g^icss at the meaning, nor see 
^y fxinnection between it and the book: in 
which casei they will no doubt suppose, that 
the author has prefixed his own im^e. How- 
ever, the outline is good and graceful, and the 
attitude expressive. If it wer^ not rather too 
melancholy, I would say, that it is very like 
Socrates. Your Grace knows, that the old phi- 
losopher was one of the merriest men of his 
time. 

" I should write a treatise instead of a letter^ 
if I were to he particular in my acknowledgments 
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of gmtitude, fbr what I have experienced of your 
Gntce's and the Duke's goodness. I shall only 
say, (for I know you would not read me to an* 
end, if I were, on this subject, to use many- 
words) that I ajn perfectly senwble of your kind 
attention to the peculiarities of my case. I saw, 
by many instances every day, how solicitoua you 
were to withdraw my view from every thing that 
could create or revive painfiil thoughts. My gra- 
titude and admiration (which are two very pteaa^ 
ing and healthy emotions) were not wholly ina^ 
dequate; and the consequences are risible to 
every body. Since my return, I have been com- 
pUmented on my improved looks ; though I have 
felt but little of that pleasure which the sight of 
home used formerly to produce in me. In ikct, 
home is not good for me at present, and I shall 
leave it as soon as ever I can." 
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LETTER CXLVL 

Ha BEATTI£ TO THE REV. Dtl LAIVIS. 

Abeideoi, 2Jth Ma^, I7S0. 

" We often spoke of you at Gordon-Castle, 
and with very great regard. The Duke is still 
more and more astronomical. . He had Mr Cop- 
land • with him for a fortnight while I was there : 
and they two were, from morning to night, hard 
at vork in' calculation and observatian. The 
Duke and Duchess are both, I think, in better 
health than ever I kn&w tbem to be. 

" The. manuscript-sermon of Bishop Butler I 
sent to the Bishop of Chester. You will like to 
see what he says of it. " It abounds with that 
" strong sense and sound reasoning which .so 
" eminently distinguished him ; and I cannot see 
" in it the smallest foundation for that accusa- 
■ ' tion which it brought upon him, of being fa- 
'* vourable to Popery.'' This, it seems, was the 
case at the time the sermon was preached; and 

• Profenor of Mathematics in Mariwhal College. 
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it was perhaps for this reason that he never pub- 
lished it in his works. 

" I send you inclo»^ a smalt piece of music, 
which I think you wilt like. I got the air at 
Gordon-Castle, and I set to it the second part 
and bass. If it were sung with three vMces, it 
would, I should imagine, have a very good ef- 
ftct 

" I lately heard two anecdotes, which deserve 
to be put in writing, and which you will be'^ad 
to hear. When Handel's ' Messiah' was first per- 
formed, the audience were exceedingly struck 
and afl'ected by the music in general ; but when 
that chorus struck up, ' For the Lord God Om- 
nipotent reigneth,' they were so transported, that 
they dl, together with the King, (who happened 
to be present,) started up, and remained standing 
till the chorus ended : And hence it became the 
fashion in England for the audience to stand 
while that part of the music is performing. Some 
days after the first exhibitwn of the same divine 
oratorio, Mr Handel came to pay his respects to 
Lord Kinnoul, with whom he was particularly 
acquainted. His Lordship, as was natural, paid 
him some compliments on the noble entertain- 
ment which he had lately given the town. " My 
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" "LOTd," said Hanilel, " X should" be setty if I on- 
*< ly entertained tbein, I wiah 'to make them bet* 
''ter." These tw« an^otei I had A^nn Lofd 
Kronoul himself. You will agree with me, that 
^e first does great honour to Handel, to music,' 
and to the English nation: The sec»iid tends'to 
ooaAnn my theory/ aiid Sir John Hawkin's testi- 
mcmy, that Handel, in spite of all that has been 
said to the contntiy, miiA have been a pious 



LETTER CXLVII. 

t>R BZATtlE TO THE DGOHSSS OF OOBDON'. 

AberdMDj ad Jon^ 1780. 

" I had the honour to write to your Grace on 
my return to Aberdeen, and to send a parcel of 
* Mirrors'.' This will accompany the two last pa- 
pers that we are to have under that title. 

" I sympathise with you in your present soli- 
tude : For, though nobody knows- so well as your 
Grace how tp improve retirement, yet I do not 
think it is good for any of us to be quite alone. 
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If you .go to the Glen,* I would earnestly recom- 
mend it to your Grace, to leave it to tbe moon 
and stars to adorn the night, and to be satisfied 
with sleeping under a caw^y somewhat less su- 
blime than that of heaven. For though, in tbe 
Eden of Goidon-Caatle there is no serpent, I 
will not answer for the little paradise of Glenfid- 
dich ; and though walks at midnight, and slum- 
bers in the open air, mig^t be had last summer 
without harm, we have no reason to expect that 
the present season will be equally indulgent I 
grant, that a lonely walk by moonlight is, pleas- 
ing, like other intoxications; but, like them too^ 
it is hurtful to the nerves ; and I know not, whe- 
ther the cold bath in the morning be a sufficient 
antidote. I need not inform your Grace, and X 
hope you will never forget, that in the evening 
it is particularly dangerous to walk among trees, 
onaccountofthedamps. It was this that brought 
all his rhieumatisms upon Major Mercer, though 
he was then in one of the best and driest climates 
in the world — the south of France. 

" The Duke's summons was unexpectedly sud- 
den : I hope his return will be equally sa He 
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was SO good, in passing through this town, aa to 
call (HI me, notwithstanding his hurry, and to 
desire me to go with him to Ediobui^h ; an in- 
vitatioa so very ^reeable, that nothing would 
have hindered me from accepting it but my schi's 
bad health. The boy was at that time very ill ; 
and I apprehended a consumption: But he is 
now much better; Dr Livingston haying order- 
ed for him a preparation of bark and the vitriolic 
add, which, with a strict teamen in the article 
of diet, has, in a few days, had the happiest ef- 
fects. So that, if nothing unexpected occur, I 
have thoughts of going southward next week 
in which case, it will not be lung before your 
Grace hear of me Atrni Glasgow. You will pro- 
bably hear from me too, if 1 meet with any ad- 
venture. I shall remember the commission- in 
r^;ard to Addison; and, if you will honour me 
with any other, please to direct to me at Sir Wil- 
liam Forbes's, St Andrew's Street, Edinbur^. 

" I had lately a tke-h-tite of several hours with 
Lord Kaimes and Mrs Drummond. There was 
no company ; and we had much convei'sation on 
a great variety of subjects — ^your Grace and the 
Duke, Lord and Lady F., Mrs Montagu, David 
Hume, religion, episcopacy and presbyterianism. 
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manu&citures, muiio, Scotch' tuqes, Vith the ihat 
thod of playing them, &c. ; a^d I flatter mys^, 
that his lordship and I parted with some it)Iu{>- 
tetice on both sid^s. He assured me, that heated 
Mr Hume^s traiets as much as I did, or could do ; 
and he spoke of rfiligion with great reverence.' 
In a word, I found, from his conversation,' ^t 
be is just what your Grace had described him to 
me, and that all the other accounts I had hesu'd 
of him were wide of the truth. I would thank 
you. Madam, for undeceiving me in this parti? 
eular, and establishing peace, and I hope amity, 
lietween us ; but I have so many tMngs to thank 
you for, that, if I were to enter upon that mat? 
ter in detail, I should not know where to iM^n; 
send my letter would never have an end. 

" Thus lar I had written on Friday, when I 
had the honour to receive your Grace's letter of 
last Wednesday ; which is so very flattering to 
me, that I cannot answer a word. I certainly 
left Gordon Castle with great reluctance; and 
my heart and my ^cy did, both of them,' and 
still do, cast 

" Many a lon^Dg, lingering ]o6k behind." 

The society was most agreeable; but^ I flatter 
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mysdf, yoti will do me ttie justice to believe, it 
was not the parting with the guestx that touelied 
me so nearly,— ^though, I am sure, I love and ea- 
teem them all as riiuch as they themselves would 
wish me to do. 

" I (felivered your message to Dr Li^nngston, 
with whom 1 dined the other day, in company 
with three sensible and cheerful Quakers. I spoke 
to them of my friend, and their brother, Mr Scott, 
(the author of the ' Ecloguea,' which your Grace 
liked so much,) whom the Londoner very well 
ktaew ; and I diverted them with the history of 
a dinner, with which I vtaa once entertained by 
ten or twelve of their fraternity, on the King'd 
birUi-day, at one o'clock, near the confluence of 
the Thames and Fleet-ditch, the very spot where 
Pope makes his Dunces jump into the mud, in 
the second book of the ' Dunciad.' These Qua- 
kers were all men of learning and sense; and 
their manners, polite though peculiar, were to me 
a very entertaining novelty. Indeed, the aflFec- 
tion they showed me, deserved, on my part, the 
warmest returns of gratitude. 

" I have put up in a parcel for your Grace, 
* Count Fathom,' ' The Tale of a Tub,* and ' Gau- ' 
dentio di Lucca;' which, with the Italian ' Prayer 
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Book,' I have oHDmitted to a fiuthiul luniL 
' Gaudentio' (if you have never seen it) will 
amuse you, though there are tedious passages in 
it. The whole description of passing the desarts 
of Africa is particularly excellent. The author 
is no less a person than the famous Kshop Beike- 
ley. As to the whisky, I cannot trust it in the 
Tude hands of a carrier, and must therefore keep 
it till a more favourable opportunity ofier : But, 
that it may remiun sacred, I have sealed the cork 
of the bottle with the impression of three ladies *, 
whom I take to be your Grace's near relations, as 
they have the honour, not only to bear one, of 
your titles, but also to resemble you exceedingly 
in form, feature, and manner. If you had lived 
three thousand years ago, which I am very glad 
you did not, there would have been four of them, 
and you the first May all happiness ever attend 
your Grace." 



* The seal he commonly used, had an Iropreanon of the 
three Graces. 
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The following letter, from Dr Johnson to Dr 
Beattie, is equally creditable to both : It is the 
unsohcited and unbiassed testimony of one who 
was no flatterer; and strongly marks the high 
degree of estimation in which he held Dr Beat- 
tie, who returned his kindness with reciprocal re- 
gard.* 



LETTER CXLVIII. 

DR SAMUEL JOHNSON TO DB BEATTTE, 

Bolt^wt, FleetStreet, Slrt Augiut, 17sa 

" More years than I have any delight to reek- 
on have past since you and I saw' one another. 
Of this, however, there is no reason for making 
any reprehensory complaint, sic fata ferunt : But, 
methinks, there might pass some small inter-? 

* Sw Vol. I. p. 274, 
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change of regard between us. If you say, that I 
ought to have written, I now write ; and I write 
to tell you, that I have much kindness for you 
and Mrs Beattie, and that I wish your health 
better, and your liie long. Try change of air, 
apd come a few degrees soiithfrardj a softer cli- 
mate may ^q you both good. Winter is coiniiig 
on, and London will be wanner, and gayer, an4 
busier, aqd more fertile of amusement than Aber- 
deen, 

" My health is better; but that will be little 
in the balance, when I teU you, that Mrs Mont^ 
gu has been very ill, and is, I doubt, now but 
weakly- Mr Thrale has been very dangerously 
disordered, but is much bette^, a^ I hope will 
totally recover, He has withdrawn himself ftom 
business the whole summer. Sir Joshua and his 
sister are well ; and Mr Davis has had great suc- 
cess as an author, generated by the corruption of 
a bookseller. More news I have not to teU you j 
and, therefor^ you must be copt^nted to he^. 
that I am," &c, 
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Wtun I nwaticmed * the oommeiiceinent of my 
acquuntanoe and epistolary intercourse with Dx 
Beattie, I flid not conceal my apprehensions, that 
I might be accused of vanity, in publishing to 
the world thos^ xvarm expressions of affection, 
and gratitude towards me, which occur in almost 
,eveiy letter I received from him ; and of which, 
for that Fpasonj I have suppressed by iar the 
grest^t part. Bift I should deem myself, not 
only udworthy of the fii^ndship of Dr Beattie, 
bat destitute of the best feelings of our nature, 
irent I insensible to what he says in the follow- 
ing letter, writteta a nbott time after he had pass^ 
ed some weeks in our house at £dinbui^h. In- 
deed, his partiality to every one of my family 
was very remarkable ; and his esteem and admi- 
ration of Uiat best part of it, in particular, of 
whom it has since pleased Heaven todeprive me, 
but the memory of whose talents and virtues will 

»VoUI. p.92. 
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never be erased from my heart, could not but be 
veiy grateful to me. 

I trust, therefore, that the reader wilt pardon 
me, if I dwell with no common fondness on what 
he wrote on a subject, tiien so interesting to me, 
and to which the hand of time has now given an 
interest still more affecting. 



LETTER CXLIX. 

DR BEATTIE TO StR WILLIAM FORBES. 

Abeideen, OQx Hanmher, 1780. 

" Your letter, my dear Sir, from Oxford, whidi 
I received a few days ago, gave me great plea- 
sure, on account of the agreeable information it 
brought me of Lady Forbes's health and yours, 
and of your amusing journey. I know, irom 
Pennant's * Welsh Tour,' that there are many 
things in that country worthy of the travellei^s 
attention ; many wild and many soothing scenes, 
and many noble monuments of war, and of supet^ 
stitious and feudal magnificence. Such things, 
to a mind turned like yours, would have a charm 
inexpressible; and would be highly amusing to 
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Lady Forbes, whose mind is, if I mistake not, as 
open to the impFessions of romantic art and na- 
ture, as either yours ot mine ; which, I will ven* 
ture tosay, is a bold word. Acc^t of iny hear- 
ty welcome to your own house and home, which 
I hope you have reached before this time; for, in 
this season of tempest and immature winter, I 
should be sorry to think that you and your ami- 
able associate were struggling with the incon- 
veniences of deep roads, cold inns, and short days. 
I hope you got William settled to your mind 
during your absence; dnd that, at your return, 
you found him, and my friend Miss Forbes, and 
my sworn brother John, and my acquaintance 
James, and. the other young gentleman, who, I 
hope, will one day be my acquaintance, in perfect 
health, and as flourishing as I wish them to be. 

"The many kind attentions I received from 
my friends in Edinburgh and its neighbourhood^ 
particularly from Lady Forbes and you, and Mr 
Arbuthnot, did me the greatest service; and I 
returned home a new man. But then I instant- 
ly found myself plunged into such a chaos of per- 
plexity, as at once swallowed up all the little 
health I had been collecting from so many quar- 
ters; and, after a few days ineffectual wrangling, 

VOL. II. R 
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I was necessitated (I will not say to go, but) to 
nin away to Peterhead, taking my son along with 
me ; and there I remuned sev€n weeks* To un- 
fold the causes of this perplexity, would, I think, 
require two volumes as large as the ' Sorrows of 
Werter :' * I will not therefore attempt it at pre- 
sent. I shall only say, that it did not arise from 
a certain circumstance which lies nearest my 
lieart, (for in that there is not the least variation,) 
but from the unreasonableness of some persons 
with whom I am connected, and who, having not 
much sensibility themselves, can hardly make al- 
lowance for that of otiier people. However, mat- 
ters are now a httle softened, and seem to pro- 
mise tranquillity, at least for a short time ; and 
a very small abatemmt of trouble is a sort of 
tranquillity to one, who, like me, has been so long 
buffeted, oa all ^des, by more storms than are 
commonly found to assail a person so insignifi' 
cant as I am. Dr Livingston knows every cir- 
cumstance of what I allude to.")" I have in every 

* A Gennan novel, much in fashion at ihat time. 

t Dr Thomas I-iTingaUin, a physician at Aberdeen, of the 
first emuience, between whom and Dr Beattie th«e long Buh- 
fisted the most intimate friendship. He died the gth Marc^ 
1785. 7 
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thing been governed by his advice ; for I begin 
to distrust my own faculties, as I feel them sen- 
sibly impaired. At any rate, I am suie I will do 
well in doing what he recommended ; as I have 
alw^s found him a most intelligent, prudent; 
' and affectionate friend, as well as one of the 
ablest of his profession. I shall some time here- 
after explain myself to you on tins subject veiy 
particularly. At present, I wish ratiier to decline 
troubliDg you in regard to it, 

" I am glad you met with the Bisbop of Ban- 
gor. I knew him formerly wh» he was Dean 
of Canterbury;* and I onCe passed a morning 
in company with his lady Mrs Moore, at Dr 
Markham's, then Bishop of Chester, now Arch- 
bishop of York. Your account of Dr Moote is 
very just ; he is really a most worthy man. By 
the bye, I think the English bench of Bishops 
was never more respectable, than at present, (ot 
learning and piety." 

* Aflenruds Archbisht^ of Cuterbuiy. 
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LETTER CL - 

AS BEATTtE TO THE DUCHESS OF GOSDOflr. 

Wbhehall, 16li) May, 1781. 
■ ^ I have seen most of the ^hionable curiosr* 
ties; but will Bot trouble your Grace witb any 
particular account of them. The exhibition of 
}]ictuies at the Royal Academy is the best of the 
kind I have seen. The beat pieces, in my opi- 
uioD, are, Thais (with a torch in her hand) ; the 
Death of Dido; and a Boy, supposed to be listen- 
ing to a w<tnderfiil story; these three by Sir Jo- 
shua Reynolds: a Shepherd-boy, by Gainsbo- 
rtnigh : some Landscapes, by Barrett. Christ 
healing the Sick, by West, is a prodigious great 
work, and has in it great variety of expression; 
but there is a glare and a hardness in the cotour- 
ing, which makes it look more like a picture than 
like nature. Gainsborough's picture of the King 
is the strongest likeness I have ever seen; his 
Queen too is veiy well: but he has not given 
them attitudes becoming their rank; the King 
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has his hat in his hand, and the Queen looks as 
if she were going to curtsey in the beginning of' 
a mitiuet Others may think difierently : I give 
iay own opinion. 

" There is pothing at either playhouse that is 
ia the least captivating ; nor, I thinfe, oneplayer," 
Mrs AbingtoD excepted, whom one would wish> 
to see a second time. ' I was shocked at Lebni, 
in ' 

" Had I & heart for l^sehcKid framed," Sto. * ■ ' 

A man singing with a woman's voice, sounds as 
unnatural to me, as a woman singing with a 
man's. Either may do in a private company, 
where, it is enough if people are div^ted ; but, on 
a stage, where nature ought to be imitated, both 
are in my opinion intolerable. 

" Johnson's new ' Ljyes' are pUhUshed. He-is, 
as your Grace hear4 he would be^yery sevwe on 
my poor friend. Gray. His life irf Pope is excel- 
lent; and in all his lives there is merit, as.they 
' contain a great variety of sound criticism and 
pleasing information. I}e has not done justice 
to Lord Lyttelton. He has found means to pay 
ine a yery great pomplimeiit, for whi^h | ^m 
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much obliged to him, in speaking of Mr Grays 
journey into Scotland in ITfiJ.* 

" Cofdrf 's picture of Lord Chatham's Death is 
an exhibition of itself. It is a vast collection of 
portraits, some of them very like : but, except- 
ing three or four of the personages present, few 
of this Tast assembly seem to be much affected 
with the great event; which divests the picture 
of its unity, and will in the next age make it 
cease to be interesting." 



LETTER CLI. 

DB BEATTIE TO SIB WILLIAM FORBES. 

Middle Scotluid.yud. Whitehall, Ist Jam, 17SI. 
" If yon will not allow eating and drinking, 
and walking and visiting, to be work, I must 
ccraftss I have lor these live weeks been very idle. 
Yet in such a perpetual hurry have I been kept 
by this scHt of idleness, that I had no time fo 

* SpeakiDg of that JDurney , Dr Johnson tayi, * He (Mr Gray) 
*■ naturaUy contracted a friendship with Dr Seattle^ wIuhoq be 
* finmd a poet, a philosopher, and a good mau."— Johnson's 
X6>ei,VoLIV. p.471. 
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write, to read, or even to think. For the amuse- 
ment of my young fellow-traveller, * and. in or- 
der also to drive away painful ideas from myself. 
I have run through a complete Encyck^edie of 
shows, and monsters, and other curiosities, from 
' Douglas' at Dnuy-Lane, to the puppet-show at 
Astley's riding-school; from the wonderful hdiby 
with two heads, to Dr Graham and his celestial 
brilliancy ; from the great lion in the Tower, and 
the stuffed elephant's skin at Sir Ashton Lever's, 
to the little Welch woman in Holbom, who, 
though twenty-three years of age, weighs only 
eighteen pounds. 

" But, what you will readily believe to have 
been much more beneficial to my health and spi- 
rits, I have been visiting all my friends again and 
again, and .found them as affectionate and atten- 
tive as ever. Death has indeed deprived me of 
some since I was last here, of Garrick, and Arm- 
strong, and poor Hany Smith ; but I have stiU 
many left; some of whom are higher in the 
world, and in better health, than they were in 
1775, and all as well and as flourishing as I had 
any reason to expect. ■ 
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" I have seen Mr Langton several times, and I 
gave him your memorandum relating to M. Trem-; 
bley. He goes to Chatham in a few days witli 
his family, in quality of engineer; and I intend 
to make him a visit there,. having some curiosity 
to see the shipping and the fortiiicatioiis. You 
certainly know that Mr Langton is an officer of 
militia. He loves the military life, and has been 
inde&tigable in acquiring (he knowledge that is 
Uecessaiy to it. He is allowed to be a most exr 
cellent engineer. Indeed, he is excellent in eve? 
ry thing. * 

* Beaaet Lan^n, Esq. of Langton, in the county of Liit- 
coln. LL. D. a gentleman no )es8 eminent for his virtues, than 
fiw his ardent love of literature. iDheritiog a paternal f(Htnnev 
tiiat rendered him iodependent of any profeasJon, he devoted 
himself to the study of letters, which he cultivated with uncoro- , 
mon assiduity, first at the grammar'Schools of Kensington, 
Sending, and Beverly, aflem^rds at Trinity-College, Oxford. 
His favourite study was Greek, in which be became very learn- 
ed; he Was an excellent Latin scholar, and had even acquired 
a knowledge of the Hebrew. ' He had a thorough acquaiotaace, 
with the French language, and read also the Italiau, Spanisly 
and Portaguese. 

But hia auccessfid and extraordinary acquirements in litera- 
ture, were by do means the most remarkable parts of Mr Lang- 
ton's character. His exemplsur^ piety, bis singular humility, 
and hii iinwearied endeavours in the exercise of the great du- 
ties of charity and benevolence, were his brightest ornaments. 
It was the emphatic testimony of Dr Johnson in his favour, " 1 
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" Johnson grows in grace as he grows in years, 
He not only has better health and a fresher com- 

w know not wbo will go to Heaven if Langton does not ; Sir, I 
" could almost say. Sit amma mea aan Lai^iyno ;" || and when 
Mr Boswelt, to whom the Doctor made the remaric, mentioned 
a very eminent friend of tbein as a virtuous man, Johnson's re- 
ply was,—" YeSf Sir, but he has not the evangelical virtue of 
" Langbm." On another occasion he said to Mr BoEwdlf with 
a vehemence <d afiectionate regard,—" The eaith does not bear 
f a wnrtbter man than Beanet Langton." § 

His acquaintance with Dr Johnson commenced in a manner 
somewhat nogular. When Mr Langton was no more than six- 
teen years of age, and before he went to the uaiversity, having 
read, with a high degree of admiration, Dr Johnson's celebrated 
' Rambler,' which was first published abont that period, he trar 
veiled to London chiefly wilh a view of becomiog acquainted 
with its author. lu this he succeeded i and Johnson, being 
struck with bis great piety, love of learning, and suavity of 
manners, conceiied a warm afiection for him ; white he, on the 
other hand, was charmed with Dr Johnson, whose ideas and 
sentiments he found congenial with those he had early imbibed 
at home. From that period, notwithstandini; a considerable 
disparity of years, a most intimate frieadship took place be- 
tween them, which lasted, without the slightest interruptioD, sw 
long as Johnson lived. When the death of his inestimable 
friend drew near, Mr Langton attended him constancy, and 
soothed sonie of his last hours with the most pleasing and afieo* 
Uonate assiduity. Once, when Mr Lasgton waq sitting by his 
bedside, Dr Jpbuion is said to have seized his hand, and to have ■ 
exclaimed, witb great emphasis,— " Te teitfiiun moriau deficieiUe 



I HMwcJl'sLifeof JokiNOji,MEdit.VoUIV.p.99fc, 
^ Ibid. Vol. Ill, p. ITS. 
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plexion than ever he bad before, (at least since T 
knew him,) but he has contracted a gentleness 

Nor did this amiable perKin,'with alt his attachment to lit^a- 
ture, shut himself up in his library, or pass his time in literary 
nidol<enc«. Having engaged in that conititiitional defence of 
his country, the militia, he laid aside his classical studies fw ■ 
time,- and resohed to make himself thoroaghly master of mili. 
tary tactics. In this pursnit he employed himself with snch as* 
■iduity, th^ in no long period he became an excellent officer. 
He acquired the esteem and admiration of his bTotber-<:fficers, 
not only by bis worth and learning, but by his elegant manners, 
and an inexhaustible fimd of entertaining conyersatitMi ; while 
be procured the love of the soldiers, by his mildness and hum»> 
nity, which were so great, that be was never, in a single in- 
jtance, betrayed into passion, nor ever bean! to ntter an oath. 

So high stood his reputation fbr integrity and knowledge, that 
inaay years after he had left Bererly, where he had received a part 
<^lusedocat)on,ac<Huiderable number of th« most respectable vi> 
ten of that borough came to him, and invited him to offer himself 
a candidate at the ensning election, promising him their taj^ 
port; to which they were ittdoced without any personal ac> 
qoaintance, merely from the high opinion they en^rtained of 
his character. An offer, however, which, from motives of coo- 
,science, he thought proper to decline. 

Mr Langton was a member of the Literary Club ; )| and, at 
the time of his death, was the only original member remaining. 
It consisted of some of the most eminent persons of the age ; 
and among them Mr Langton had the happiness to number 
among his intimate triends. Sir Joshua Reynolds, Dr Johnson^ 
Mr Burke, Mr Beauclerk, Mr Garrick, Dr Ctddnnith, Dr War- 
ton, Mr Chamier, Mr BosweU ; all of whom paid the debt of 

I For an ncconid of tbit elegaBl llterBry ncict;. Bee Bofvell'i Ufe 
•f Johnson, Tol, I. p. 49S. 
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of mMiiiers which pleases every body. * Some 
ascribe this to the good company to which he 
has of late been more accustomed than in the 
early part of his life. There may be something 
in this ; but I am apt to think the good health 
he has enjoyed for a long time is the chief cause. 
Mr Thrale appointed him one of his executors, 
and left him two hundred pounds : every body 
says he should have left him two hundred a-year; 
which, from a fortune like his, would have been 
a very inconsiderable deduction." 

nature before him. In Jannuy 1785, his M^esty, thinking 
him the fittest person to succeed Dr Johnson, did Mr Lajigtoo 
the honour to appoint him Professor of Ancient literature in 
the Royal Academy. 

' He married the Countess-dowager of Rothes, by nhom he 
had a numerous family, and died on the lOth December, 1801, 
in the 65th year of his age. 

It is with peculiar delight, that I contemplate the character 
of this pious and worthy man, whose virtues I revere, and whoM 
example I could wish to unitate. I was happy in his fiieiidship 
aad unreserved epistolary intercourse, during; the long period of 
ne»^y tbiity years. 

* See p. 255. 
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LETTER CLII, 

Dll PEATTIE TO THE DUCHESS QF pORDON, 

I^ondoD, 3d June, ]781. . 

" Your Grace's letter gave me more pleasure 
than words can express. I see from it, you are 
in good health and spuits« and that you do me 
the honour sometiotes to think of me. I meet 
with the greatest civilities here every day, from 
persons for whom I have the highest esteem; 
yet so fer am I from entertaining any idea of re- 
maining among them, that I hegin to look for-f 
ward with some impatienceto that day on which 
lam again to set my face northwards, and which 
J think is not above three weeks distant: and I 
h(^, that, in three or four weeks more, I shall 
have the honour to pregent you with as many 
pens* at Peterhead, as will convey to. ail your 
friends the most pleasing intelligence 

" The thunder is roaring while I write this ; 
and a most welcome sound it is to me, as it will 

* Dr B«aUie alludes here to the following epigram, writlen 
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tribg rain and coolness, of which the country 
stands, and I stand, very much in need. For 
some days past the heat: has been intolerable ; the 
mercury in the thermometer being at 80', or, as 
some say, 83% which is five degrees higher, at 
. least, than ever I knew it in Scotland. Persons 
who have been in the West Indies say, that the 
Jamaica heat is much mgre tolerable. In this si- 
tuation, it is no wonder that I should often think 
of the shades of the holly-bank at Gordon-casUe, ,. 
^nd the sea-breezes of Peterhead. 

" The Persees, or Gentoos, or (as some call 
them) the Persian ambassadors, are at present one 
of the great curiosities of the town. They are 
charged with some embassy from their own counr 
tryi but what that ^ nobody knows. Lord * 
William Gordon did me the honour to make me 
one of a large party, whom he lately invited tct- 
Green-park Lodge Xo see them. By means of a 

■t Peterhead, when there in company with the jC)u<:hess of Gor- . 
don the aatumn preceding : 

EsUnipore with a Pen, tent to her Grace iheDucheia q^GoBDON. 
Go, and be guided by the brightest eyes, 

And to the sofUst hand thine aid impart. 
To trace the tair ideas, as they rise 

Wann, from the pureit, gentlvat, noblest baart. 
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gentleman, who acted as their interpreter, I asked 
them several questions, to which they returned 
pertinent answers. -They are dressed in the man- 
ner of their country, in long robes of a whitish- 
coloured stuff resembling Indian silk, with tur- 
bans on their heads, differing however from the 
Turkish turbans. Their complexion is a yellow- 
ish black, resembling the mulatto colour, with 
mustachios or whiskers of ^e deepest black, as 
are also their eyes. Their features are regular, 
and of the European cast : the younger of the 
two may be called handsome; and the elder, 
who is his father, has a most expressive, sensible 
countenance. Though many people of greafrank 
were present, particularly the Duke of Glouces- 
ter, Lord and Lady Pembroke, Lady Frances 
Scot, Lady Irvine and all her daughters, the 
three Lady Waldegraves, Lord Herbert, &c. the 
strangers behaved with great ease, as well as with 
great courtesy. Lord William presented me to 
the Cuke of Gloucester, with whom I had the 
honour of a short conversation, and who made 
me very happy in saying, that he had heard your 
Grace speak of me." 
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LETTER CLIIL 



DR BEATTIE TO SIB WILLIAM FOBBED. 

London, 28lh Jub% 17^1. 
"I have seen Bishop Hurd* tmce and again ; 
and last Sunday at Canewood passed a truly clas- 
sical day with Lord Mansfield and him. ' I never 
saw Lord Mansfield better. He is in perfect 
health and good spirits, and looks bo older than 
fifty-five. He walked with me three miles and 
a half, without the least appear^ce of iatigucf 
• " The Bishop of Chester has been gone some 
time, and several others of my friends have left 

* Bisht^ of Worcester ; between whom and Dr Beattie there 
existed a matoal respect and esteem. This venerable Prelate 
is the well-known author of 'Ad latrodactioo to the study of 
the Prophecies concerning the Christian Chnrch .*' ' A Conn 
mentary and Notes on Horace's Art of Poetry :' ' Moral and 
Political Dialogues :' ' Sennoos preached at Lincoln's- inn,* and 
'A Moral Dissertation of the Truth of the CbrisUan Religion.' 
Dr BeaUie has elsewhere add, that he thought the Bishop of 
London and Bishop of Worcester the two best preachers he 
ever heard. J 

t See Vd. I. p. 296. 

(PasetH- 
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the town ; so that as my business is finished, or' 
nearly so, I have nothing to keep me longer here; 
I hope w^ shall m^et in little more than a fort- 
night. 

" Mrs Mootagn, on going to her co'ontiy-seat 
in Berkshire, about a month ago, was seized with 
a violent illness. The physicians sent her in- 
stantly to Bath, where she has been ever since. 
I had the pleasure to leam last night, by a letter 
from her own hand, that she is now quite weU< 

" I went lately to Rochester, on a visit to Mr 
Langton and Lady Rothes ; who desire to be re- 
membered to Lady Forbes and you. Mr Langton 
has sent me Trembley's book, which I shall take 
proper care of. At Chatham I saw that wonder- 
ful sight, a ninety-gun ship on the stocks: but, 
from the top of Shooters-hill, on my return, I 
saw a sight still more magnificent, a complete 
view of this huge metropolis from Chelsea to 
Blackwall, the back-ground embellished with a 
violent storm of thunder and lightning, which 
roared and flashed without intermission. 

" I thought it my duty to appear at the levee 
before I left London ; and accordingly the week 
before last I went to court. The King had not 
9eea me for six years, and yet, to my surprise. 
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knew me at firat sight He spoke to me wiUi 
hU wonteld condescensioD and affability ; and paid 
me a very polite compliment on tbe subject of 
way writings. "- 



lETTER CUV. 

3)R BEATTIE TO THE DUCHESS 01* 00Bt)6S. 

Aberdeen, 21st November, 178h 

" In calling your Grace's attention to an ' Es- 
say on Beauty,' I am afraid I sfaall incur the same 
censure with a brother-professor of mine^ who 
had the assurance to deliver, in tbe heariug of 
the greatest commander on earth, a dissertation 
on the art of war. " Many a fool have I seen in 
" my time," said Hannibal, " but this old block- 
" head exceeds them all." 

" However, one must keep one's word ; and, 
as your Grace de»red to see this Essay, and I 
promised to send it, (as soon as I could get it 
transcribed,) I send it accordingly. I should not 
jpve you the trouble to return it, if I had not 
promised a reading of it to Sir Joshua Reynolds^ 
As it is only an extract fktm ' A Discourse on 

VOL. II. S- 
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Memory and Imagination,' (which your Grace 
could not find time to look into at Peterheat^ 
and which it is imp(»sifole for the to «e«d at 
present, as I am correcting it for the press,) I oiA 
afraid you will find some obscuri^ in it, espe- 
cially towards the beginning. 

" If the last letter had not miscarried, which 
I had the honour to write to your Grace, you 
would have known, that I am now vety busy in 
revising and transcribing papers ; as I am to put 
a quarto volume lo press in little more than a 
month ; and a qiiarto not much smaller t^an my 
last. Your Grace has seen a good deal of ft, but 
not the whole." 



LETTER CLV. 

DE BEATTIE TO THE REV. MR WILIIAHSON. 

Aberdeen, 5th December, 1791. 

*' If Dr Home * be returned to Oxford, I beg 

* Afterwarda Biibop of Korvich, mthor of ■ A Letter to 
Adorn Bmith, LL. D. on tbe Life-, DeaUi, and Philotopby of hii 
friend David Hume, Esq. by one of the People caUed Chiur-. 
TiANs.' Printed at Oxford in the year 1777. 
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you will take the first opportunity to present my 
best respects to him, and assure him, that I shall 
ever retain a most gi^teful sense of the honour 
he has done me in his elegant letter to Adam 
Smith. This acknowledgment comes rather late; 
but it is hot on that account the less sincere. 
Why it has been so long delayed, I now beg 
leave to explain. 

" The first notice I received of Dr Home's ex- 
cellent pamphlet, was in a short letter from you, 
which came at a time when my health was in so 
bad a way, that most of my friends here thought 
I had not many weeks to live. These sufferings, 
I must acknowledge, drove all literary matters 
out of my head : your letter was lost ; and of Dr 
Home's pamphlet I heai'd nothing more, till this 
last summer, when Lord Mansiield asked me, 
whether I had seen it, speaking of it, at the same 
time, in terms of the highest approbation. I was 
forced to confess I had not seen it, and never 
heani of it but once ; and, to account for this, I 
told his Lordship what I have now told you. At 
Oxford, you will probably remember, that I found 
it in the beginning of July last, and then it was, 
that I knew for the first time the extent of my 
obligations to Dr Home. I wished immediately. 
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as you know, to pay my respects to him, but he 
was gone out of town. Since my return from 
England, I find the pamphlet has given universal 
satisfaction ; and some of my friends have wished, 
tliat a small and cheap edition of it could be print- 
ed, and circulated all over the country, as they 
think it might counterwork the unwearied efforts 
which Mr Hume's friends have long been making 
to extol his character, and depress mine." 



LETTER CLVI. 

SB BEATTIE TO THE DUCHESS OF OOBDON. 

Aberdeen, I8th Augiul; 17S2.' 
" I had the honour to receive your Grace's let- 
ter, and the noble present inclosed in it, • just as 
I was setting out for Edinburgh. After many 
attempts to thank you for it, and to tell you how 
much [ glory in it, I find I must at last confine 
my gratitude and my exultations to my own 
breast ; having no words that can in any degree 
do tliem justice. It is indeed a most charming 

* A poArait of the Duchess of Gordon. 
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picture, and an exact copy of Sir Joshua's ; and 
I am envied the possession of it by every one 
who sees it. Mr Smith has outdone himself on 
the occasion ; I am exceedingly obliged to him. 
■ " Your Grace will perhaps remember, that at 
Gordon-castle ^here was some conversation about 
Petrarch. Knowing that it was the custom of 
his age to write gallant verses ; and conjecturing, 
from other circumstances, that his passion for 
Laura was not so serious a business as his French' 
biographer pretends, I happened to say, that there 
was some reason to think, that he wrote his Ita- 
lian sonnets as much to display his wit as to de- 
clare his passion. I have since made some disco-' 
veries in regard to this matter, which amount to 
what follows : 

, ** That Petrarch's passion fbr the lady was so 
far sincere, as to give him uneasiness, appears 
from an account of his life and character, written 
by himself in Latin prose, and prefixed to a folio 
edition of his works, of which I have a copy, 
. printed in the year 1554. But that his love was 
of tbat permanent and overwhelming nature, 
which some writers suppose, or that it continued 
to the end of his life, (as a late writer afBrms,) 
there is good reason to doubt, upon the same a^i- 
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thority. Nay, there is presumptive, and even 
positive evidencse of the contrary ; and that he 
was less subject, than most men can pretend to 
be, to the tyranny of the * Winged Boy.' 
■ " The presumptive evidence is founded on the 
verj' laborious life which he must have led in the 
pursuits of literature. His youth was employed 
in study, at a time when study was extremely 
difficult, on account of the scarcity of books and 
of teachers. He became the most learned man 
of his time ; and to his labour in transcribing se- 
veral ancient authors, with his own hand, we are 
indebted for their preservation.. His works, in 
my edition of thpm, fill 1455 folio pages, closely 
printed; of which the Italian Sonnets are not 
more than a twentieth part : the rest being Latin 
Essays, Dialogues, &c, and an epic poem in Latin 
verse, called 'Africa,' as long as 'Paradise Lost. 
His retirement at Vaucluse, (which in Latin he 
calls Clausa,) was by no means devoted to love 
and Laura. " There," says he, in the account of 
his life above mentioned, " almost all the works 
" I ever published Were completed, or begun, or 
" planned ; and they were so many," these are 
his words, " that even to these years they employ 
'" luid &tigue me." In a word, Petrarch wrote 
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mjaxe ,tba& I cpi^m transcribe in twenty years ; 
4Ih1 qiQF^ than I think he could have composed, 
ti^OMgti be hfid studied without intermission, in 
fef^y* Can it be .believed, that a roan of ex- 
treme sensibility, pining, from twenty-iliTe.to the 
end of his. life, in hopeless love, could be so zea^ 
Itma a student, and so voluminous a writer ? 

" But more direct evidence we have from him- 
sdf, ,iD his own account above mentioned of his 
life, .oonv^sation, and character. I must not 
translate 'the passage literally, on account of an 
indelicate word <^r two ; hut I shall give the sense 
<tf it: /'In my youth I was violently in. love; 
" butit was only once; and the. passion was ho- 
" nourable, or virtuous ; and would have conti- 
".nued longer, if the. flame, already decayiiig, had 
" not A«eff Gptmgukbed by a death, which was 
"bitter indeed, but useful." And a little afler, 
he says; " B^ore J was foj-ty years of age, 1 had 
■ " banished from my m>ud every idea of love, as 
" effectually as if I had never seen a woman*" 
He adds some, things, in a strain of bitterness, 
execrating the belie passion, as what he had al- 
ways hated as a vile and a disgracelitl servi- 
tude. 
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*' In the abore passage, your Grace will ob* 
serve, that Petrarch does not name his mistress. 
This, if we consider the manners of that ^e, and 
the piety and good sense of Petrarch, may make 
us doubt whether Laura was realty the object of 
his passion. I had this doubt for a little while : 
* but Hieronymo Squarzafichi, a writer of that age, 
and the author of another Latin Life of Fetrarcb, 
prefixed to the same edition of his works, poiii- 
lively says, that the name of the lady whom 
the poet loved was Lauretta, which her admirer 
changed to Laura. The name, thus changed, 
supplies him. with numberless allusions to the 
laurel, and to the story of Apollo and Daphne. 
Might not Petrarch, in many of his sonnets, have 
had an allegorical reference to the poetical laurel, 
which was offered him at one and the same time 
l^' deputies from France and from Italy;' and 
with which, to hb great satis&ction, he was ac- 
tually crowned at Rome with the customary so- 
lemnities? In this view, his love of feme and of 
poetry would happily coincide with his tenderness 
for Laura, and give peculiar enthusiasm to such 
of his thoughts as iqight relate to any one of the 
three passions, 
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"But how, you mil say, is all this to be recon- 
ciled to the account given by the French author 
of that Life of Petrarch, which Mrs Dobson has 
abridged in English? 

" I answer : First, That Petrarch's own account 
of his life, in serious prose, is not to be called in 
question : and, Secondly, That to a French bio-' 
grapher, in a matter of this kind, no d^ree of 
oedit is due. I have seen pretended lives, in 
French, of Horace, Tibullus, Propertius, &c. in , 
which there was hardly one word of truth ; the 
greatest part being (able, and that sort of de- 
clamation which some people call sentiment. And 
your Grace knows, that no other character be- 
longs to the ' Belisarius ' and ' Incas of Peru ' 
by MarmonteL The French Life of Petrarch I 
consider iii the same light; and that what is said 
of his manuscript letters and memoirs, is no bet- 
ter than a job contrived by the bookseller, and 
executed by the author." 
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leti:e;r clyu. 

JOHN SCOTT* TO pR nKA,TTl^. 

RatcUff-crow, London, lOih M^y, 1782. 

" Accept my best tliankyB for thy very kind and 

acceptable letter. I am now happy enopgh to be 

* Jdin Scam, of Amwell, near Ware, in HertfprdEbirft. was, 
as this letter indicates, one of the people called Quakers ; a poet 
of DO mean genius, as hi« £dognes,,E)«gies, Od^, and oUier 
pieces, which have been collated and jiublish^d, Hfftjiy testi* 
fy- His two longest works are, " Amwell," a descriptive poem, 
and " An Essay on Painting." He was not less distinguished 
by ijie btameless^uvphcityof I>is,niqitnen>'than^y thevTBjnvtl) 
of-his friendship, and the activity of his beney^lepce. TlK"4glt 
bred to no profession, he was far from leading a life of idleness 
or inactivity; but while he amused himself widi poetry and gar- 
dening, of wliich he was unconiutonlyi fond, he enipioyed ^afi^ 
of his time in worksi of public utility in the vicinity of his resi- 
dence. He published a pamphlet, full of good sense and phi- 
lanthropy, entitled, " Observations on the Present Slate of the 
Parochial and Vagrant Poor." He firequently interfered in their 
distresses, and was ever ready to stand forward as the arbitrator 
of difierences among his neighbours. In general, be seems to 
liave imitated the philanthropy of that well-known character, 
" The Man of Ross." Dr Beattie, with whom, among other li- 
terary persons, he bad become acquainted, and between whom 
a similarity of taste had produced an intimate friendship, alludes. 
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able to say, that Ihave finished my volume of 
* Poems:' I shall wait, with some anxiety, for 
toy friend's opinion of some of the contents, par- 
ticularly Hifi ' Oriental Eclogue?,' the ' Mexican 
Prophecy,' and the * Essay on Painting;' for on 
these, as far as i can trust my own judgment, I. 
think must much depend the lank I may be. al- 
lowed to hold as a poet. I should like also to 
know which of the smaller odea most obtained 
my friend's approbation. The ' Essay on, Paint- 
in one of hia letten,t to this pait of Mr Scott't character : " I 
" am aatonished," says Dr Beattie, " at the activity of your 
" mind, and the Teraatilityof yonr geaius. It is really araasing, 
" that one and thesame penon thonid, in one and the aamn 
" year, publish the most elegant poems, and 'A Digest of Laws 
" relating to the Highways.' ' Go on. Sir, in your laudable re- 
" soltUioD of delighting. and instiucting mankind, of patroniung 
" the poor, and promoting the public weal." 

This amiable man died of a putrid fever at London, the 12th 
December, 1783, in the fifty-lburth ye»rof his age. 

See a wbll-written life, and critical remarks oa his works, by 
. Dr Anderson, prefixed to his poems in " The British Poets," Vol, 
jap.717. 



* la 1T7B, with a frieadly zeal, be nndertoak the defence of hia friend 
Dr Seattle, from ui anofrynnHu attack in " Tlie Gentlnnan'i MagaKine." 
for Jsnaaiy, . in a ktler in tbc same Maeazine for March foUonine, to 
which he rigned hii name, and received Dr Bealtie'sacknowledgmentB on 
tbeoccasioD. 
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ing' was &n- after-thought; it was begun when' 
the previous part of the book was printed, and 
finished in about five weeks ; it was therefore a 
hasty, though, I hope, not an incorrect, perform-' 
ance. I had designed (as I mention in the intro- 
duction) something of this kind long before Hay- 
ley's ' Epistle to Romney' appeared, but had laid 
it aside. Happening to write a few Itneson the 
Subject, with an intent to introduce them ' into 
another poem, where I afterwards found them 
not easily introducibte, and thinking tliem too 
good to be lost, I determined on the work in 
question, where I knew they would appear with 
propriety. Thus, from very small, and indeed' 
unforeseen circumstances, things of some impor- 
tance often arise. I endeavoured, as much as 
possible, to avoid the same ground that Hayley 
had trodden. On Landscape he had said little ; 
I had therefore room to expatiate. On Portrait 
he had said much ; and I was necessitated to say 
something ; but even there I wished not to imi? 
tate, but rather to rival, my predecessor. Hay- 
ley's piece has great merit, but is tedious from 
its length and inequality. That khul of rhyming 
prose, used by Dryden in his earlier works, seems 
coming much into &shion; but I am clear it 
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xaast be a vicious taste that gives it encourage- 
ment. For tlie couplet versification, we can;have 
no better model than that of P<^e ; or if that can 
be at all improved, it must be by a sparing use of 
Diyden'a ; manner ■ in what (notwithstanding I 
have the authority of Johnson against me) I do 
not hesitate to call the best poetry he ever wrote, 
his '.Tales' and ' Fables.' Another vicious mode 
of composition seems also to be gaining ground, 
which, if adopted, will almost absolutely destroy 
the distinction between two species of writing, 
.which should] be ever kept separate — rhyme and 
blank verse : I mean, breaking the lines of coup- 
lets ; or, in other words, running the sense too 
much from one line to another.- This is counte- 
nanced by one very good poet, Meikle, translator 
of' The Lusiad,' who, in a fine poem, entitled, 
' Almada-hili,' has practised it to an excess, and 
by that means injured his poetry. I am told, Ma- 
son is about a translation of Fresnoy's ' Poem 
on Painting.' The original, as far as I can judge, 
reads flat and dry. ...Dryden's prose version does 
not mend it. What charms Mason's poetical 
powers may bestow upon it, I do not pretend to 
determine.. There is more.in expression than ve 
often are aware of The same thought in dif- 
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ferent language will disgust or ddiiglit us. So 
just is the axiom of Pope, — 

" Tnie wit,* is nature to adrantagc dressed; 
" What oA was titooght, bvt ne'er w mil 



" I believe I mentioned in a fisnner tetter, Uiat 
I had seen Biyant on the * Rowley»i Controver- 
sy/ and that Dean Milles had publtriied a pom- 
pous quaito edition of the autlioF. Both these 
gentlemen have been compl^ely answered, in a 
very good and decisive pamjAlet, by Mr Tliomas 
WarUm ; and Mitles has been most severely ridi* 
culed in an archaie^ogical epistle. This is an ex- 
cellent perlbnnance of the smo-bumorous kind : 
it is pretty boldly attributed to Mason ; but I 
scarcely think it is his. Mason has givm us no- 
thing avowedly his own, but of- the suUime or 
pathetic, as fiir as I can recoHect. I should ra- 
ther fix this new production on the yet undisco- 
vered author of the f^ous ' Heroic Epistle ;* 
they certainly breathe the same spirit of poetry 
and pditics. 

. * I sbMld raster bam Mid tm pcntrf; or hxleed good cow- 

pCMtion of oay tptaa. , 
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** Did I e^ef mention Dr Johnson's prefeces > 
Wy friend Tolas doubtless seen that ftind of etitor- 
ttinmeAt and information ; of striking observa- 
tSttns, and usefiil reflections ; -of good sense, awd 
of rlHbetal' pr^dices ; of just and of unjnst criti- 
cfem^ Tteit a rtiind, so enlarged as Johnson's, itt 
some respects, should be so confined in others, is 
aftiiazing. The titled scriMilers of the last centu- 
ry; tbe prosai<6 Dtohan, tile inane and qu^At 
Y^dtn, Mdeven the Gi^b-^reet Pomfiret, meet 
with all possible fevour. Every man who ex- 
presses sentiments of relif^ous or political liber* 
ty; every man who writes in blank verse, or 
writes pastoral ; and every man contemporary 
with himself — is sure to meet with no mercy. 
To Bkcfcmote, I Ihittk, he has done but justice. 
Blackmore, with all his absurdities, was a poet ; 
bis poem on * The Creation,' (tedious as it is) 
safficiently prt>ws it Pope, aiid his brother wits, 
Were too hard upon Bfeckmore : it was very well 
to point out YAi &ults, but ungeneroHs to stig- 
matise him as an absolute dunce. Dr Johnson 
^as very properiy estimated the merits of Prior, 
whose potfticxl powers were too highly rated by 
the readers of his own time,- tfaou^ it must be 
allowiA), thatffluch of bis 'Solomon,' and some 
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of hia ' Heniy and Emma,' U real poetiy. Dyer, 
, Shenstone, Collins, Aken»de, and Gray, are the 
authors wh(Hn I most regret as sufferers by John- 
ion s unjust censure : and what must one think 
of the critic's tast«, who could prefer Dryden's 
wretched, conceited ' Ode on Mrs Killigrew,' to 
the ' British fiard' of our English Pindar ? 

" As soon as thy health and avocations will 
permit, I shall be glad of a few lines from a 
friend, whose correspondence is always hig^jr 
acceptable." 



LETTER CLVIII. 

SR BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAU FORBES. 

Aberdeen, 25th October, 1782. 

** Elphinst(»i's ' Martial' is just come to band. 
It is truly an unique. Tbe spedmens formerly 
published did very well to laugh at; but a wholfc 
quarto of nonsense and gibberish^ is too much. 
JIt is strange that a man, not wholly illiterate^ 
should have lived so long in England, without 
learning the language. 

" I have lately been very much entertained 
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And instructed with a work of a different nature, 
which wili do honour to this country, and be a 
blessing to mankind^ Dr Campbells * Transla- 
tion of the Four Gospels,' with explanatory and 
critical annotations. I have revised the first eigh- 
teen chapters of Matthew ; and am really asto- 
nished at the learning and accuracy of the au- 
thor. He had before given the world sufficient 
proofs of both ; but this will be his greatest work. 
It will be accompanied wtjth preliminary dissei-- 
tations, for explaining what could not be conve- 
niently illustrated in the notes. I have read the 
titles of the Dissertations, and shall soon have . 
them in my hands. Tlie whole will make, as I 
guess, two quarto volumes. I have several times 
ttudied the Gospels in the original ; but had no 
idea, till now, that the common translation stood 
to much in need of a revisal." 
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LETfER CLIX. 

Dk BEATTIE TO MRS MONTAGU. 

AberdecD, 30th Jsnuary. 178). 

'' I lately had the happiness to receive irom the 
Bishop of Chester the most agreeable accounts 
of your health ; which no perplexities of my own 
can ever make me cease, ^ven for a single hour, 
to be interested in. 

" Your little godson, who was all last summer 
in the country, returned home in October, and 
since that time has been under my own inspeo 
tien ; which, till now, the peculiar circumstances 
of my family did not permit him to be. I ibund 
him wild, and not veiy tractable; though not 
destitute either of aifection or of generosity. He 
had been committed to the care of people, who, 
it seems, thought it too soon to inure him to mo- 
ral discipline. But as that part of education can- 
not, in my opinion, begin too early, I have been 
combating his evil habits with all the caution and 
steadiness I am master of; and my success has 
been not inconsiderable, I have taught him to 
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fear my anger above every thing, (for he is too 
young to be impreased with any fear of a higher 
kind;) and I find* that the more he fears, the 
more be loves me. His brother co-operates with 
me in this good work ; and I hope we shall ia 
time make him a very good boy. He is stout 
and healthy, and the picture of good humour 
and good cheer, and a very great fevourite in the 
neighbourhood. Bodily correction I have never 
used as yet ; considering it as a dangerous reme- 
dy, which ought not to be had recourse to, till 
all others have been tried and found inelfectual. 
My other boy is busy at his French and Greek. 
I thought him too young to go into the higher 
classes, and have made him study the elements 
of Greek a second time. He ie not, I think, very 
lucky in a French master. The man speaks the 
language well enough, but does not seem to be 
an exact grammarian : however, my boy knows 
grammar pretty well, and has always been ac- 
customed to study with accuracy ; so that I hope 
he is in no danger of getting into habits of su- 
perficial reading. 

*' We have been here, and still are, in great ap- 
prehensions of &mine. Last summer was cold 
and tempestuous beyond ima^nation ; and in 
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many parts of the country there was little or n* 
hai vest. Oatmeal, without which our common 
people have no notion of supporting life, sells just 
now at double its usual price ; and the common 
people are murmuring; and anonymous letters, 
in a threatening style, have been sent to many 
persous. In no other part of Scotland is tlie 
scarcity so great as in this town and neighbour- 
hood ; and 1 betieve it is the fear of the military 
alone that prevents insurrection. 

" I am just now informed, that preliminaries 
of peace with France and Spain are signed, and 
that a cessation of hostilities is agreed on with 
the Dutch. The news is certainly very agree- 
able, if the Conditions be but moderately good. 
Whether our separation from America will be 
beneficial or hurtful, either to this country or to 
that, is, I think, doubtful: but such a separation 
must have happened soon; and I wish it had 
happened forty years sooner. Though our em- 
pire is diminished in extent, our national honour 
is not impaired; and our enemies, notwithstandr 
ing what they have gained, and we have lost, 
have no cause of triiunph. 

" My new book has been in the press for some 
time ; and 1 have now received sixteen sheets of 
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it, which is about one-fifth, of the whole. . It is a 
quarto, of the same size nearly with my last ; and, 
what I have seen, is very correctly printed. The 
proprietor, Mr Strahan, thinks it will be ready 
for publication in the spring. I am afraid the 
plainness and simplicity of the style wilt not hit 
the taste of the present race of orators and cri- 
tics; who seem to think, that the old English 
tongue, and the old English Constitution, stand 
equally in need of change. Their reasonings, 
however, have not yet satisfied me, that our fore- 
iathers were at all inferior to us in the arts either 
of writing, or of government My models. <^ 
English are Addison, and those, who write like 
Addison, particularly yourself. Madam, and Lord" 
Lyttelton. We may be allowed to imitate what 
we cannot hope to equal; nay, I think we are, 
in every laudable pursuit, commaoded by all the 
great teachers of mankind to do so. 

" The literary labours of Lord Kaimes have 
come to an end at last. He was certainly an ex- 
traordinary, man : and, though he cannot be vin- 
dicated in every thing, his enemies must allow, 
that his mind was uncommonly active, and his 
industry indefatigable. He was six-and-fifty years 
an author ; for to a Collection of Decisions, dated 
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in 17S6, 1 have seen a preface of his writing. He 
retained his good humour to the last lie and I 
misunderstood one another for several years ; but 
we were thoroughly reconciled long before his 
death, and he acknowledged that he had utterly 
mistaken my character. 

" I am very hippy to find, that my notions, in 
regard to the origin of language, coincide so ex- 
actly with yours. I have, I think, confuted Mon- 
boddo's theory ; which I look upon as equally ab> 
surd and dangerous. He and Lord Kaimes passed 
a few days last autumn together at Gordon- Castle, 
and gave no little entertainment to the compa- 
ny ; for they two were in every thing direct op- 
posites; and they mutually despised and detest- 
ed each other. Kaimes confessed that he under- 
stood no Greek ; and Monboddo told him, that 
DO man who was ignorant of Greek could pve- 
teod to write a page of good English, Monbod- 
do has many good qualities : but on the subject 
of Greek and of Aristotle,- he is as absurd and as 
peifentic as Dob Quixote was on that of chival- 
ry. The last time I saw him, I incensed him to 
the highest degree, by calling the great circum- 
navigator Cook an ingenious philosopher. It was 
to no purpose that I exj^uned the sense in which 
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I Used the Vord, and laid }am, that by pfdiosop^^ 
I meant the kn&wkdge of nature egipSed to practi' 
t)al and useful parpoies: he seemed to think that 
I had offered an insult to sdence, by calling a 
toan a philosopher, whose only merit, he said, was 
" that of being a good seainan, even as one may 
" be an expert shoemaker or tailor, and who, bie- 
" sidies, was of an obscure origin ; for I hold,* 
end he, " that in men, as well as in horses, no- 
** thing can be great but what is tiobk.*' It woSj 
indeed, in opposition to this notable aphorism, - 
tbU I bad mentioned the name of Cook with 
that encomium which provoked the wrath of 
Monboddo." 



LETTER CLX. 

na BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAU FORBES. 
Aberdeen, 2d Maich, 1783. 

'* I have been more idle, and more in compa-? 
ny this winter than I used to be ; which the doc- 
tor teUs me is good for my health. But I have 
not been qnite idle: I have revised, with all the 
attention 1 am master of, Dr Campbell's new 
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translation of Matthew and Mark, with the notel 
upon it, and ten or twelve of his preliminary dis- 
.sertations ; and that this revisal has been the work 
of some time, you will readily believe, when I tell 
you, that I have written, of critical remarks, not 
less than seventy or eighty quarto pages. Many 
of these, indeed, I thought of little moment; 
but as lovers before marriage are advised to be 
as quick-sighted, and at^r marriage as blind as 
possible, to one another's laults, so I consider it 
as my duty to be as captious as possible in the 
revisat of a friend's work before publication,, and 
when it is published to be captious no longer. 
The Principal, however, is pleased to think more 
favourably than I do of my strictures, and tells 
me he has adopted nine-tenths of them. Of the 
translation of Luke and John, and the notes up- 
on it, and of four or five more preliminary disser- 
tations, he has tlie materials almost ready ; but 
they are not yet put togetlier. The whole will 
amount to two laige quartos at least; and will, 
in my opinion, be one of the most important 
publicatioss that has appeared in our time. It 
is really a treasure of theological learning, exact 
criticism, and sound divinity; and has given me 
more information, in regard to what may be 
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called scriptural knowledge, than all the other 
books I ever read. His translation conveys the 
meaning of the original very correctly, and, so 
far as I could observe, neither adds nor takes 
away a single idea; but I have told him, that I 
wish it had been more strictly literal, and more 
conformable to the Greek (or rather to the He- 
brew) idiom, which is in many things congenial 
to the English. His love of conciseness makes 
him sometimes less simple, though perhaps not - 
less expressive, than the original, and sometimes 
less harmonious tlian the common version. But 
I believe most of the passages of this sort, that 
I objected to, will be mended." 



LETTER CLXI. 

SR BEATTIE TO THE DUCHESS OF GOROOVj 
Aberdeen, I6th March, 1783. 

" I do not wonder that your Grace sliouid be 
greatly affected with Lord Kaimes's kind remem- 
brance in the hour of death. Friendship, tliat 
can stand such a test, must be very sincere in- 
deed. But ^ou have other friends, who are ca- 
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fahie ei all this, though p«rhap» it may not bt 
in their power to shov it. Hecolleetion and ccon- 
posure are not granted to all in those awful mo- 
ments. On his own account, his death is not to 
%e regretted ; but Mrs Drummond* is much to 
be pitied. No man ever eDJo}'ed fif^ niote thai 
be; and, wheA we consider how Httle lime he 
|taBsed in sleep, we cannot suppose his ^e to be 
less than one hundr&d and twenty. All his wishes, 
witli respect to this world, were gratified ; and 
there is no reasbn to think, that his life could 
have been prolonged without a proJoagat^on of 
paitt. I hope he eni|^yed a good hand to draw 
the picture. A good portrait of a dear friend is 
inestimable ; but an indifferent one is a daily and 
an hourly grievance. As I wish to die satisfied 
with every body, it gives me great pleasure to 
think, that, before his death, he became satisfied 
with me ; this, and many other good things, I 
owe to your Grace. 

'* I need not attempt to express what I feel, in 
consequence of that kind invitation which your 

■• The wife of Lord Kaimes. She assumed the name of DrunnK 
moDiJ, on sacceediDf to her family-ealate, on the denth of her 
nephew. 
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Grace and the Duke hare honoured me with. I 
haVe been long accustomed to his Grace's good- 
ness and jour's in this particular; but I trust my 
gratitude is as lively as it was at the first. If my 
health would permit, and if I could get my fami- 
ly properly settled, nothing would hinder me 
from setting out for Gordon-<Castle the first ot 
second weeh of April." 



LETTER CLXII. 

DE BEATTIE TO THE HON. UK BABON GORDON. 

Aberdeen, 30U) March, 17BS. 

" I realiy do not know what to say, or what 
to think, of the times. ' Tliey aeem to exhibit 
scenes of confusion; which are too extensive for 
my poor head either to arrange or to compre- 
hend. We had much need of peace ; but I know 
not whether we have reason to rejoice in tlie 
peace we have made. Yet Lord Shelbume spoke 
plausibly for it ; but Lord Loughborough was as 
plausible on the other side. When a controver- 
sy turns upon a fact, in regard to which the two 
contending parties are likely never to agree, a 



by Google 



300 LIPE or D& BEATTIE. 

decision is not to be expected ; and people nitty 
continue to wrangle, and to make' speeches, till 
death; like the president of the Robin-Hood, 
knock them down with his hammer, without 
coming one inch nearer the truth than they were 
at first This seems to be the present case. If 
we were as much exhausted, and our enemies as 
powerful, as one party affirms, we had nothing 
for it hut to surrender at discretion, and any 
peace was good enough for us : but if we were as 
little exhausted, and our enemies as little power- 
ful as the other party say's, we might have made 
a struggle or two more before we called out for 
mercy. 

" To the present confusion in our councils I 
can foresee no end, till the rage of party subside, 
or till the executive power regain some part of 
that influence, which it has been gradually losing 
ever since I was capable of attending to public 
affairs. The encroachments that have lately beea 
made on the power of the crown are so great, as 
to threaten, in my opinion, the subversion of the 
monarchy. Our government is too deraoerati- 
cal ; and what we want, in order to secure its 
permanence, is not more liberty, for we have too 
much, but the operation of a despotical principle^ 
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to. take place in cases of great public danger. If 
it had not been for this, the consular state of 
Rome would not have existed two hundred years. 
I bate despotism, and love liberty, as much as 
any man ; but because medicine has sometimes 
Jdlled as well as cured, I would not for that rea- 
son make a vow never to swallow a drug as long 
as I lived. The despotical principle I speak of, 
might be a little violent in its operation, like 
James's poAvders and laudanum ; but if it could 
allay paroxysms and fevers in the body-politit^ 
(which, by judicious management, it certainly 
might do,) it would be a valuable addition to th^ 
ffiateria medica of government." 



LETTER CLXIII. 

JOHN SCOTT TO DR BEATTIE. 

Ammll, 29th Angnst, 1789. 
" I know not what apology to make, for not 
doing what ought to have been done many weeks 
ago. I can only say, what I am sure my friend 
will readily believe, that whatever were the cause* 
pf my 80 long delaying to answer hiskind ^nd. 
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acceptable letter, wast of regard for faim wu not 
junong the Dumber. 

" I have read mucli of the ' DissertationB ;' * 
aid with much pleasure. I cannot wish any part 
of them suppressed, because I do not find them 
tedious. All, whom I have heard speak of them, 
have spoken highly of their merit; and I believ% 
they will stand high in the opinion of all good 
judges. For my own part, I have read them with 
an almost uninterrupted correspondence of senti- 
ment on every occasion. This was very fiir from 
being the case during my perusal of Dr Johnson's 
' Lives;* I pursued his narrative with avidity, and 
sometimes profited by his remarks; but, in ge- 
neral, I found a forcible repulsion to his political 
and literary opinions, but more to the illiberal 
manner in which they are expressed. It is strange 
so good a writer, both in prose and vene, should 
be so ill a critic ; and that a man, whose private 
character is so benevolent, should, as an author, 
indulge such contemptuous acrimony. 

" Thy countryman, Dr Blair, has published a 
critical work ; I have not read it, a few detached 



• * Dr Seattle's DissertationB, moral and critical on Memorf 
«ai ImagUiittioD, &c. publiished UiU year. 
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pisH^es excepted, which I met witib nithenh 
view6, and as I gave tfae To^uBoes a. cursory m.^ 
Bpectlon afi they lay in a bookseller's shop. I saw 
enough of them, however, to detfnnine me to 
purchase tbem, as soon as I have leisure for read- 
ing. At present I am much engaged with nay 
own intended publication, which is in the press. 
I believe I nientiiHied the nature of this critical 
work of mine in a former letter. It will consist 
of a series of essays on several celebrated poems, 
by an investigation of whose beauties and de- 
fects I have exempUfied the difference between 
good and bad composition. * My criterion of 
merit is classical simplicity; that is to say, the 
manner of Homer, the Greek tragic poets, Virgil, 
Milton, Pope, in contradistinction to every spe- 
cies of iaise ornament. There never was a time 
when it was more necessary to counteract the 
public taste, which is now running wild after 
this fashi<»iable clinquant, as I think it is termed 
by Addiscm. The poems ] have criticised are, 
Denham's ' Cooper's- Hill,' of which I have no- 
thing to praise, and all to censure; Milton's 
* Lycidas,' and Dyers ' Ruins of Rome,* which I 

'^. Tbfse Criti«al Euajs vrene pubK>))ie(i in 173$. 
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have vindicated from the censure of Dr Johnson, 
and given the praise they merit; Pope's :' Wind- 
lor Forest,' CoIUns's ' Oriental Eclogues,' Gray's 
' Elegy,' Goldsmith's ' Deserted Village,' and 
Thomson's 'Seasons;' in all which I have much 
to applaud, and something to hlame. 

" The Monthly Reviewers say, that criticism 
is fashionable ; X hope then I shall have the luck 
to be for once in the ^hion. I might often 
have beeu in iashion, but for a restive kind of 
disposition, that liked to write and print what 
pleased my own fency, rather than what I liad 
reason to think would please the readers of the 
day. I never could flatter the Bath-Easton esta- 
blishment,' nor be a candidate for their laureafc 
sprig of myrtle ; nor can I now praise the flimsy, 
flowery, inane productions of the Hayleyian school. 
I love good poetry, but I cannot admire bad, how 
much soever it may be the ton to admire it 

" My worthy friend, Mr Potter, in a letter I 
received from him some time ago, requested me 
to mention when- 1 wrote, that he had ordered 
Dodsley to send thee a copy of his ' Observations 
on Gray,' with two or three proofs of the hea(^ 
which I expect are before now safely arrived. 
I know, by experience, how difficult it is to get 
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4 good Ukeneis.of any person in an engravmg; 
I ain;suFe mine, prefixed to'my poeans, h not a 
good one. .^r Uoole's, prefixed to his ' Ariosto.' 
is a very good one, and cost much lees than mine. 
I did. not know Gray, but somehow or other, 
&0m. jay own ideaa of wlat &Bch a man should 
have beeo^ I am wholly of thy pinion, that 
Madon's priot. could not be quite like the ori- 
ginat 

" As I SBldomhave kisure. to keep copies of 
my letjters, I am apt to forget, irom lame to time, 
what. I b^ve written; I xlo not now recollect, 
whetiier I mentioned in my former letter two 
zeoent pnUications, in tiie poetical way, of con- 
adcrable merit. The one is called 'Aurelia, or 
the Contest,' ft mock epic, in censure of the ladieia 
for painting their faces, and other lashionable fe- 
male ^bles. Tljis is written by the younger 
Hoole, son of the translator of * Ariosto,' who 
jniUiahed a pretty.imitation of the .'' Bath Guide,' 
entitled, .' llflodetn Manners.' He is a young man, 
and I think a rising genius ; his .last poem bas- 
not many faults, it is indeed rather too long. 
The other publication is called ' The Village,' a 
very classical composition, but also too long; and 
very unnecessarily, and I think absurdly, divided 
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into two books. It seems designed as a contra^V 
to GoIdamith*s * Deserted Village,' in one point 
of view ; that is, so far as Goldsmith expatiates, 
on the felicities and innocencies of niral life. The 
author of * The VilU^' takes the dark side <^ 
the question ; he paints all with a sombre pendl ; 
too justly perhaps, but to me, at least, unpleas- 
iBgly. We know there is no unmixed happiness 
in any state of life, but one does not wish to be. 
perpetually told so. The author of the above is 
a Mr Crabbe, who publish^ » poem, called 'The 
library,' about two years ago. I am told he waff 
an apprentice to a surgeon in Sufitdk, but, on 
the display of his poetical talents, met with friend^ 
who advised him to take orders, and gave him a 
living. Literary merit, in this age, rarely meets 
such encouragement. 

5* I am sorry, my dear friend, to hear so ill an 
account of thy health. I hope the sea air and 
bathing may by this time have had their desired 
salutary effect. When health and leisure will 
permit^ I shall hope to be favoured with a line. 
Thy correspondence is always highly 'acceptably"- 
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tETTER CLXIV. 

IMl BEATTIE TO THE BISHOP OF WORCESTEE. 

Peterhead, isth S^temb«', 1713. 
" Your Lordship's very kind letter, which I 
bad the honour to receive about six we^ks ago, 
demands my most grateful acknowledgments. I 
Ttshed to have made them sooner, but was pre- 
vented by a tedious indispositioa ; from which, 

' after long perseverance in the use of the se^rbatb 
at tliis place, I am now recovered so ikr as to be 
able to attend a little to the duties of life. 

" I know not how to thank your Lordship for 
honouring my book with a perusal ; nor have I 

' words to express the pleasure which your appnv 
bation of it has afforded me. Some professed cri- 
tics have been pleased to find much fault with it, 
and with me; but your favourable opinion, vay 
Lord, is more than a sufficient counterbalance to 

. all they have done, or can do, and satisfies me, that 
my endeavours to do a little good, and §^ve a little 
harmless amusement, have not been wholly un- 
successful. Indeed I have the happiness to find, 
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that most of those who approve my principlea, 
are as friendly to this perfoimance as I could de- 
sire, 

" I have not yet met with Dr Bkir's ' Lec- 
tures,' but 1 hear they have been very well re- 
ceived. With respect to his ' Sermous,' I am 
entirely of your opinion. Great merit they un- 
doubtedly have ; but I cannot discover in them 
that sublime simplicity of manner and stjjrle, 
which I have long thought essential to such corn* 
positions, and have seen so nobly exemplified in 
those of your Lordship. 

" Whether it will be in my power to pr^are 

' any more of my papers for the press, I know 
not ; but I shall keep the thing in view ; and, if 
Providence grant me a moderate share of health 
and spirits, shall consider it as my. indispensable 
duty, as iar as I am able, to promote the love of 
truth, and to oppose the licentious doctrines that 
many authors of this age are labouring so indus- 
triously to establish. Though my last publica- 
tion does not bear a controversial form, a great 
part of it was really intended, as your Lordship 
bbserves, " to correct some mistakes, and obviate 

, " some abuses, of other writers." 

" I would have availed myself, with the great- 
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est pleasure, of your Lordship's most: obliging 
iavitotion to Worcestershire; but I am n6t yet 
so well as to undert^e a journey, and the busi- 
■ ness of my professioti will soon call me to Aber- 
dfeea,.aad confine me to the college. Next sum- 
mer I hope I shall be in a cdndition to revisit 
Ei^iand, and pay my respects to your lordship 



LETTER CLXV. 

GEORGE COLMAK, ESQ.* TO DR BEATTIE. 

Margate, 13th October, 1783. 

" t am highly flattered by your approbation of 
my explanation and version of ' Horace's Epistle,' 
and more especially by your exact coincidence of 
opinion concerning the drift and intention of the 
poet; whose purpose has long appeared to me 
SO' very obvious, that I have only wondered at its 
having beeti so strangely misconceived and mis^ 

•■ Tie trandator of Horace's ' Art of Poetry,' of 'Tereoce;' 
into familiar blank verse; and author of some excellent come- 
dies, 'The Jealous Wife,' 'The Clandestine Marriage,' 'The 
English Merchant,' 'The Deuce is in Him,' and several others.' 
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taken. Still, however, I was inclined to doubt 
• and suspect the treacherous self>compla«eiicy of 
my own feelings till I found my sentiments eon- 
finncd by men of learning and discernment like 
yourself. X ought, however, in some measure, to 
r^;ret the havit^ innocently deprived the world 
of your intended essay on the subject, though 
that very circumstance inspires me wiUi the most 
agreeable confidence in the propriety of my own 
undertaking." 



LETTER CLXVI. 

SK BEATTIE TO THE DUCHESS OF GOBDON. 

Aberdeen, igth January. 17S4<. 
" Your Grace will do me the justice to believ^ 
that nothing in which you are interested can be 
indifferent to me. I am very much concerned 
to find, from the general strain of the letter, 
which I had the honour to receive a few days 
ago, that your present situation is not quite agree- 
able to you. You will no doubt be anxious and 
solitaiy ; but nobody is so well prepared for soli- 
tude as you are. The resources you have in yoUi 
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«wn mind, and the pleasure you take in superin- 
tehdii^ and instructing your charming young 
Aiends, will make the lonely hours glide imper- 
ceptibly away. 

" I have got one companion foi* your Gfac^ 
jind abill send him by the first opportunity. It is 
Hoole'a translation of ' Ariosto,' which I have just 
received,' and which your Grace commissioned 
me to order for you. It fills five large octavo 
volumes; the typ^e very good and comfortable; 
the prints only so so. I know not bow you will 
rfefish it; but I own it is rather too extravagant 
for me. Spenser is not less extrav^ant; but 
the harmony of his numbers, and the beauty and 
variety of his descriptions and of his ling^age, 
intoxicate me into an utter forgetfiilness of all 
the faults of his lable. Hoole is a smooth versi- 
fier; but he is rather a feeble one. His harmony 
is without variety; for he knows not bow to 
adapt it to the subject ; or rather his ear is not 
delicate in perceiving the effects that words may 
produce by their sound, as well as by their signi- 
fication. This deficiency, however, is not pecu- 
liar to Hoole; he has it in common with Waller, 
Lansdowne, Roscommon, and several other poets 
of no inconsiderable name. I formerly attempted 
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to r^'Ariosto'in his own Italian; but found 
him tedious, and could not endure the incohe- 
rence of the' fable. I have conversed .with Itar 
lians, and read critics on the subject, but never 
could see the reiiaon of that preference which his 
countrymen give him to the correct, the classical 
the delightful Tasso."* 

* On lhi» questioD, refjanJing the respectire poetical merits of 
Arioiito and Tasso, see Baretti's ' Flisiory of the Italian Tongue/ 
prefixed to his 'Italian Library.'f A friend has informed roe, 
(for I have not been able to meet tvith the book in thie coantry,) 
.that the finest piece of criticism, any where to be met with, on 
this subject, ia in a prose letter of Metastasio's, at the end of one 
of his two poalhumous volnmes. He concurs in opinion with 
Dr Beattie; and, with all due respect for the critical abilities of 
Mr Baretti, Metaatasio.must be allowed to be a great authority. 
ThiH letter of Metastasio's, which is addressed to Ch. Sig. Dos 
Dominico Diodati, a Neapolitan lawyer, is mentioned by Ura- 
boschi in liiis ' Storia ddia Poesia Italtana,' t an afasUact of 
which has been lately published iu London by Mr Matbias, to 
which those may refer who wishto see this controversy handled 
with much critical accuracy. Tiraboschi, in highly praising 
the various merits of those two great poets, finds the ' Gieni- 
salemme ' of Tasso, and the ' Orlando Furioso ' of Ariosto, so 
totally different in their nature, design, and execution, as not to 
admit of buiag brought into comparison with each other. -Id 
various points, however, such as, fertility of iovention, powerful 
description, and felicity of expression, his opinion seems rather 
to lean in &rour of Arioita % 

+ P. lul. i Vol. III. part i. p. 2M. 
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LETTER CLXVII. 

. DK BEATTIE TO MKS HOITTAOIT. 

Aberde^t, 2d February, llii, 
" Mr Dilly having informed me, that a new 
edition is wanted of the ' Minstrel,' and the other 
little poems subjoined to it, I am now revising 
and correcting them for the last time. Will you 
permit me, Madam, to inscribe them to you ? 
The inscription shall be short and simple ; and, 
if you please, in the following terms; 

To 

MRS MONTAGU. 

Thete liult Poem, 

Now revited and corrected 

For ihe laa tme, . 

jlre, 

'Wilh eoery Sentimertt cf 

Stieeiu and Graiilude, 

Mott respectfully irucribed 

By tilt ArTHOm. 

" I have another favour to ask, which is, that, 
as I have mentioned the name of (Hir lamented 
friesd* Dr Gregory, in the coucludiiig stanza of 
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the second book of the ' Minstrel,' you will not 
forbid me to insert yours in the last stanza of the 
first. I bad not the honour to be known to you 
when I publiabed that first book ; and, intending 
to put the name of a friend in the last staniia, 
but being then undetermined with respect to the 
person, I left in oiie of the lines a blank space, 
which has been continued in all the editions. 
That blank, with your permission, shall now be 
.filled up ; and then the stanza will run thus : 

Here pause, my Gothic lyre, a litUe while; 
The leisure hour is all that thou canst claim : 
Bat on this Terse if Montagu should smile. 
New lays ere long shall animate thy fianie ; 
And her applause lo me is more than fame, 
For still with truth accords her taste refined. 
At lucre or renown let others aim ; 
I only wish to please the geittJe mind. 
Whom nature's charms inspire, and love of humankiDd. 

" It would give me no little pleasure to see in 
the same poen\ the names of Mrs Montagu and 
Dr Gregory; two persons so dear to me, and 
who had so sincere a friendship for one another. 
Besides, Madam, I beg leave to put you in mind, 
that the first book of the poem was published at 
Ids desire, and the second at yours. So that I 
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have more' reasons than one for making this re- 
quest When this afiatr is settled, and the vo- 
lume revised once more, I bid adieu to poetiy 
for ever. I wish I could say of my voice what 
Milton said of his ; that it is 



- Unchanged 



To boane or mute, though fallen on evil A^yt, 
On evil days though fallen. ■' 

But, alas ! I am in the condition of Virgil's for- 
lorn shepherd, to whom indeed it better becomes 
me to compare myself: 

Omaiafert attUttmimuniquoque. Sape ^ longoa 
Caitando pttenmi nmnmi me amden iota 
Nuac obliia nuhi tot carmina ; oox qaoque Meaim 
Jamfiigit tJMo.— — 

By the bye, I have a good mind to make this 4 
motto to my little poetical volume.'* 
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LETTER CLXVIII. 

DH BEAxriE TO THE HON, MR BABON GOllDOM. 
k Aberdeen, 7tk ManA, 1784. 

" I ought to Have acknowledged long ago the 
receipt of your most obliging favour of February 
12th; but so many cross accidents have come in 
my way of late, that I had no time to settle to 
any thing. This has been a most dreary ■winter 
to me, and has, I believe, run away with several 
years of my life ; but I will not at present trou- 
ble you with my lamentations. 

" Let me rather congratulate you on the length- 
ening day, the dissolution of the frost, the ap- 
proach of spripg, and that hope of a long tract ojf 
good weather, which the late ?^5pii <?f te^fpest 
may encourage us to entertain. The snow dis- 
appears apace ; and all this day it has rained 
without intermission. You will now get on horse- 
back, with Rhffitus, Pholus, Hylasus, and the rest 
of your brethren; and Virgil's idea will again be 
realised : 



by Google 



LIFE OF Dn BEASTIC. 



Deacendwu Cattauri, Omolen Oikri/nque nivalem 
Unqueiaei ama rapido .- dat eiMibua ingens > 
&/ha ioaui, el magno txdtmt virgabafi-^ore: 

while we, two-legged and featheiless animals, 
fflust be satisfied with the " Sccretum iter et fat- 
•* kntis semita vita." 

" I wish I could also coBgratalate you on a 
political thaw, and the renovation of life and 
fluidity iti our chapnels of public bbsioess ; but 
there all circulation seems to be at an end. Sure- 
ly we never expected to see such times as these. 
The constitution, I am afraid, will receive, a 
shock ; the precise nature of which, however, it 
is impossible to foresee. I admire tlie form of 
our government as much as any body ; but I 
have long thought the demociatical principle ra-. 
ther too predominant ; and if it continue to ga- 
ther strength, as it has done for these twenty 
years . past, the independence of the two other 
branches of the legislature will be jiothing but a 
name. Several of our ancient statesmen were of 
opinion, that England could never be ruined but 
by a parliament ; and Montesquieu says, that this 
will happen, whenever the legislative power shall 
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become more coinipt than the executive. From 
the executive, at present, I think w^ h^ve no- 
thing to fear ; and I am persuaded, that the ma- 
jority of the nation is of the same opinion. 

" I hope Lord Mooboddo will live tilt his me- 
taphysical quartos equal in number the nuuj 
Muses, and the books of bis friend Herodotus. I 
am told he is angry at my last book, and says t 
know nothing of the origin of language. If that - 
be the case, it must be in a' great meaeure hi^ 
feult, as well as my misfortune; for I have read 
all'that he has published on that subject; and I 
have the same access to Lucretius that he had. 

" With all the terrors of singula de nobis anni 
Pradantur before my eyes, I have not been able 
to apply to any sort of study this winter. I had 
neither time nor tranquillity for such employ- 
ment. 

" The Principal's work • proceeds apace i and 
a great work it will be : the greatest indeed, at 
least the most important, of any I have ever seen 
in that way. I have read three-fourths of it with 
vast pleasure, and 1 hope no little benefit" 

* Campbell's ' Tnui^atioa of the Four Gtxpels/ 



by Google 



MF£ OF DR BEATTIE. ' JI19 



The two folbving letters of Cowper's ,weHr 
given me, when unpublished, by Mr Hayley, 
with pennission to make any use of them I 
pleased. He has since printed them himself ia 
the third volume of the ' Life of Cowper.' But 
such delicate, yet emphatic praise, of Dr Beatti^ 
fi^m such a writer as Cowper, is too grateful ti^ 
me to be passed over h^e. 



tETTEE CLXIX 

VILLUU COWPER, esq: TO THE REV. WILLIAH 
UNWINi * 

5tli April, 1784. 

'^ I thafiked you in my last for Johnson ; } 
now thank you, with more emptiasis, fo^ Beat- 
tie, — the most agreeable and amiable writer I 

♦ Hayley'B ' Life of Cowper^ Vol III. p. 2«. 
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ever met with ; the only author I have seen, 
whose critical and philosopliical researches are di- 
TersiBed and embellished by a poetical imagina- 
tion, that makes even the driest subject and the 
leanest, a feast for an epicure in books. He is so 
much at his ease, too, that his own character ap- 
pears in every page ; and, which is very rare, we 
see not only the writer, but the nian ; and that 
man so gentle, so well-tempered, so happy in bis 
itelif^on, and ao humane^ in his ^lilofiopby, that 
it is necessary to love him, if joiie has any senw 
pf what is lovely. If ybu haVe not his poem, 
called ' The Minstrel,' and cannot borrow it, I 
must beg you to buy it for me; for, though I 
cannot afford to deal largely in so expensive a 
commodity as books, I must afford to purch^st^ 
at least the poetical works of Beattie." 
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LETTER CLXX. 

WILLIAM COWPEB, ESQ. TO THE REV. JOHN 
NEWTON. • 

2eth April, 1784. 

" I have been lately employed in reading Beatx 
tie and Blair's * Lectures.' The latter I have not 
yet finished. I find the former the most agree- 
able of the two ; indeed the most entertaining 
writer upon dry subjects that I ever met with. 
His imagination is highly poetical, his language 
easy and elegant, and hJs manner so fitmiliar, that 
we seem to be conversing with an old friend, on 
terms of the most social intercourse, while we 
read him. In Blair we find a scholar, in Beattie 
both a scholar and an amiable man ; indeed so. 
amiable, that I have wished for his acquaintance 
ever since I reaJ his book." 

* Hayley's • life of Cowper,' Vol IIL p. 253. 
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LETTER CLXXI. 

DR PEATTIE TO MISS VALEKTINE. * 

Edinbn^h, 23th May, l7S4i. 

" Many interesting matters have happened 
^ce Z have been here; and if I had time^ i 
could write a wondrous Ipng letter of news- The 
election of So^h Peers; the meeting of Parlia- 
ment; the state of parties; the old and the new 
ministry; Pitt ^nd Fox; the General Assembly — 
all these things are npw forgotten; and nothing 
here is spoken or thought of but Mrs Siddons. I 
have spen this wonderful person, not only on the 
stage, but in private company ; for I passed two 
days with her at the Earl of Buchan'g. Hec 
powers in tragedy are beyond comparison great 

* Min Ms^aret Valentiae, duster of Mr John Valentiac^ 
in Hoatrose, by Jeaa Beattie, aisUr of Dr Beattie, and dow the 
wife of Mr Professor Glennie ; || to wbow aflectionate care, di^ 
ring WTeral yean, while the had the saperintendance of his &• 
mily, Dr BeaUie was so highly indehted, and which he lo gnte* 
folly remembered in his will. 

I VoL I. p. W. 
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t tllDught my old irkiul Gamck fdl litde or nf>- 
Uiing short of tbeatriciU per&ctioii ; aod I have 
leeo him in his prime, and in his highest cfaarac* 
ters : but Garrick never afiected me half to much 
ae Mrs Siddoos has done. Indeed the heart that 
abe caanot subdue must be made of other mate- 
rials than flesh and blood. In the ' Caledonian 
Mercury' you wilt see, from time to tim^ some 
critical observations on her action, which are very 
well writtm. The encomiums are high; but I 
assure you they are not above her merit. James, 
too, has seen her, and ia transported. He never 
till now, he says, knew what acting was. It 
was very difBcult to procure places ; but by the 
kind attentions of the Duchess of Gordon, and 
Lord and Lady fiuchan, I was nobly accommo- 
dated, and in the very best seats in the house. 
In private company, Mrs Siddons is a modesty 
unassuming; sensible woman; of the gentlest 
and most elegant, manners. Her moral cfaaractn ' 
is not only unblemished, but exemplary. She ta 
above the middle size, and I suppose about thirty- 
iouT years of age. Her countenanoe is the moat 
interesting that can be ; and, excepting the . 
Duch^s of Gordon's, the most beautiful I have 
ever seen. Her eyes aod eyo«b«ows aie of die 
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deepest black. She loves niiisic, and is fond of 
the Scotch tunes; many of which I played to 
her on the violoncello. One of tiiem (" She rose 
and let me in," which ywi know is a favourite of 
mine,) made the tears start from her eyes. " GTo 
" on," sud she to roe, " and yon will soon have 
*' your revenge ,-'' meaning, that I would draw a» 
many tears from her as she had drawn from me. 
She sung " Qneen Maiy's Complainlf to admira- 
tion ; and I had the honour to accompany her or 
the bass." 



LETTER CLXXn. 

DR BEATTIE TO SIB WILLIAU F0KBE9. 

Lowloa, IM Jaly, 17ft4. 
" Our fiiend Sir Joshua Reynolds is in perfect 
health and spirits. I dined with him the day'af-; 
ter I came to town, and on Sunday last, when 
General Faoli, Dr Johnson, Mr Boswell, and se- 
veral others were there. Sir Joshua's picture of 
Mrs Siddons is one of the greatest efiforts of the 
pencil. He agrees with me, that she resembles 
Garrick in her countenance. Old Mr Sheridan, 
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vho piques himself not a little on having been 
instmmeotal in bringing forwwd that incompara- 
ble actress, assured me the other day, that in eve- 
ry eomic character, from Lady Townly to Nell 
the cwbler'e wife, she is as great and as original 
as in tragedy. I asked Tom Davies, (the author 
of ' Garrick's life,") whether he could account 
for Garrick's neglect, or rather discouragement, 
of her. He imputed it to jealousy. " How is it 
*' possible," said I, " that Garrick could be jealous 
V <rf a woman f" " He would have been jealous 
" of a child," answered he, " if that child had 
" been a fav,ourite of the public : to my certain 
" knowledge he woutd." Johnson has got the 
letter of his late illness ; but has the look of de- 
cline. Wine, I think, would do him good, but 
he cannot be prevailed on to drink it He has, 
however, ft voracious appetite for food. - 1 verily 
believe, that on Sunday last he ate as much tc^ 
dinner, as I have done in all for these ten days 
past. I sat an hour with Johnson the other day, 
l^nd he spoke of you with great kindness; * and 

* Dr Jdhnson's acquaintance and mine first began when he 
c^e to Edinburgh in the year 1773, on his tour to the He- 
brides. As he lived in the house of my iriend Air Jloswell, 
fvith whom 1 was extremely intimate, I was Tery much witt^ 
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sjmpathiied with my situaAion, in a manner tiu^t 
^id honour to his fteltngs." 



LETTER CLXXIIL 

PB BKATTIK TO 9l& VILLlMit FORVKS. 

HuntoB, near MudMooe, Kent. I4tb July, 11». 

" I am now, my dear Sir, arrived at a plaac; 
where external nature weais a iace of the most 
profound tranquillity ; and sit dowK to thask' 
you for your two last letter^, which came to hand 
tiK day before I left the town. It is so ikr fatr 
tunate, that Mrs B's removal to Musselburgh was 
attended with so little inconveniencff. My con- 
fidence in your friendship and goodnesft Mtitely 
satisfies me> that you will soon put matter} on a 

Dr JahiiMB at HM tiine ; uid erar afher, when I tncl otmmn 
to go U> LondoD, I unifonnly experienced from bim the utmost 
Icindnesi and attention. Sir Joshua Reynolds, Mr Langton, Mr 
BoaweU, Dr Beattie, being onr conunnt fWend^ fermed ■ sort 
of bond of nnion between Jh Johnson and ipe ; to which cir- 
cumstance I attributed much of the notice with which be ho- 
noured me. It is unnecessary for me to say here bow highly I 
respected the talents and the virtaes of that truly a 
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right footing. I lameutf indeed, that your atten- 
tion to me and mine should ^ve you so much 
trouble ; but the consciousness of dobig good to 
the unfortunate and forlorn will in part reward 
you ; and no mind erer possessed that consclous- 
Oess in a more exquisite degree than yours has 
reason to do. 

" The hot weather made London so disagree- 
^le, that I was obliged to leave it before I had 
seen &11 my firiends : I must make a longer stay 
when I return thither. I wish I had time and! 
capacity to give you ii description of this parson- 
ftge. It is delightfully situated about half-vray 
down a hill fronting the south, about a mile from 
' Coxheath. My windows command a prospect, 
extending southward about twelve miles, and 
Arotn east to west not less, I suppose, than forty. 
In this whole space I do not see a single speck 
of ground that is not in the' highest degree culti- 
rated; for Coxheath is not in sight The lawnS 
in ^e neighbourhood, the hop-grounds, tbe rich 
verdure of tbe trees, and their endless variety, 
form a scenery so picturesque and so luxuriant 
that it is not easy to lancy any thing finer. Add 
to this, the cottages, churches, and villages rising 
here and tbere among the trees, and scattered 
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over the whole country ; clumps of oaks, and 
other lofty trees, disposed in ten thousand differ- 
ent forms, and some of them visible in the hori- 
eon at the distance of more than ten miles ; and 
you will have some idea of the beauty of Hunton. 
The only thing wanting is the murmur, of -run-, 
ning water; but we have some ponds and clear 
pools, that glitter through the trees, and have a 
rery pleasing effect With abundance of shad^ . 
we have no damp nor fenny ground ; and though 
the country looks at a distance like one continued 
grove, the trees do not press upon us : indeed I 
do not at present see one that I could wish re- 
moved. There is no road within sight, the hed- 
ges that overhang the highways being very high ; 
so that we see neither travellers nor carriages, 
and indeed hardly any thing in motion ; which 
conveys such an idea of peace and quiet, as I 
think I never was conscious of before ; and forms 
a most striking contrast with the endless poise 
and restless multitudes of Piccadilly. 

" fiut what pleases me most at Hunton is not 
now in view ; for my friend, the Bishop of Ches- 
ter, is gone out a riding. You are no stranger to 
the character of this amiable man. Mrs Porteus 
is not less amiable. Their house is the mansion 
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of peace, piety, and cheerfulaess. , The Bishop 
has improved his parsonage and the grounds 
about it as much as they can be improved, and 
made it one of the pleasantest spots in England. 
The whole is bounded by a winding gravel-walk, 
about balf-a-mile in circumference. Close hy, 
lives a most agreeable lady, with whom we all 
breakia^ted to-day. She is the widow of Sir Ro- 
ger Twisden ; and, though not more than iive- 
and-twenty, lives in this elegant retirement, and 
employs herself chiefly in the education of her 
daughter, a flne child of four years of age, who 
^8 mistress of her catechism, and reads wonder- 
fully well. I expect soon to see our friend Mr 
Laogton, as the Bishop proposes to send him an 
invitatioD, Rochester being only ten miles off. 
Tunbridge-wells is fifteen miles the other way. 
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LETTER CLXXIV. 

BS BEATTIE TO SIB WILLIAM FOBBES. 

Hanton, near Maidatone, Kent, Slit July, I78i. 

" Your last letter having given me the fullest 
assurance, that the unfortunate ol^t of our at- 
tention is now in circumstances as comfortable as 
her condition will admit of, I have been endea- 
vouring to relieve my mind, for a time at least, 
from that load of anxiety which has so long op- 
pressed it ; and I already feel the happy conse- 
quences of this endeavour. My health is greatly 
improved ; and, if this rheumatism would let me 
alone, I might almost say that I am quite well. 
Certsun it is, that I have not been so well any 
time these four years The tranquillity and beauty, 
the peace and the plenty, of this charming coun-r 
try, are a continual feast to my imagination ; and 
I must be insensible, indeed, if the kindness, the 
cheerfulness, tfae piety,' and the instructive con- 
versation, of my excellent friend the Bishop of 
Chester and his amiable lady, did not powerfully 
operate in soothing my nmd, and improving my 
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lieart Those people of feshion in the neighbour- 
hood, who visit the Bishop, and are Tisjted by 
Ilim, are a small but select society, and eminent- 
ly disthiguished for their piety, politeness, litera- 
ture, and hospitality. Among them, I have found 
some old friends, wfaotn I formerly knew in Lon- 
don, and have acquired some new ones, on whom 
I set a very high value. Mr Langton and Lady 
Rothes liavejust left us, after a visit of two days. 
You will readily imagine with what fegret we 
parted with them. Our friend Lang^n is conti- 
nually impro\7ng in virtue, learning, and every 
other thing that is good. I always admired and 
loved him ; but now I love and admire him more 
than ever.* We had much conversation about 
you. I have given the Bishop a full account of 
niy femily transactions, particularly tot the last 
twelvemonth. He highly approves of every thing 
that has been done ; bestows great commendap 
tions on my conduct ; and has given me such ad- 
vices as one would expect from his good sense 
and knowledge of the world. I have not yet 
fixed a day for my departure from this paradise; 
{tut I fear it must be in the course of next week. 

* VoL n. page 28+. 
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My friends urge me to prolong my stay, and I 
a^ much disposed to do so ; but I piust now re-. 
'member, that the year begins to decline, and X 
have several other visits to m^ke, and things to 
dp, before I leave England. Meanwhile, I shall, 
from time to time, let you know where I am, and 
lyhat I am doing. Any letter you may fevour me 
with, you will be pleased to put under the Bishop 
of Chester's cover. 

" If I could give you an adequate idea of the 
way in which we pass our time 4t HpntoQ, I am 
sure you would be pleased with it This is a, 
rainy day, and I have nothing else to do at pr^p 
sent : why, then, should I not make the trial ? 

" Our hour of breakfast is ten. Immediately 
before it, the Bishop calls his family togetheii 
[H^ys with them, and gives them his blessing : 
the same thing is constantly done af^r supper, 
'^hen we part for the night. In the intervals of 
breakfast, and in the evening, when there is no 
company, his Lordship sometimes reads to us in 
some entertaining book. Afler breakfast, we se- 
parate, and amuse ourselves. ^ we think proper, 
till four, the hour of dinger- At six, when thq 
weather is feir, we either walk, or make a visit 
to some of the clergy or gentry m the neighbour- 
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liood, and return about eight We then have 
music, in which I am sorry to say, that I am al- 
most the only performer. I have got a violon- 
cello, and play Scotch tunes, and perform Han« 
del's, Jackson'3, and other songs, as well as I can; 
and my audience is very willing to be pleaserf. 
The Bishop and Mrs Porteus are both fond of 
music. These musical parties are often honoured 
with the company of the accomplished and ami- 
able Lady Twisden, of whom I gave you some 
account in my last. Observe, that there are in 
this part, of Kent no fewer than three ladies of 
that name : but the one I speak of, is Lady Twis- 
den of Jennings, in the parish of Hunton ; who, 
in the course of one year, was a maid, a wife, a 
"widow, and a mother ; whose husband, Sir Roger, 
died about five years ago ; and who,' though pos- 
sessed of beauty and a large fortune, and not 
more than twenty-five years of age, has ever 
since lived in this retirement; employing herself 
partly in study, but chiefly in acts of piety and, 
beneficence, and in the education of her little 
jtlaughter, who is indeed a very fine child. I 
have just now before me Miss Hannah More's 
' Sacred Dramas,' which I borrowed from Lady 
Twisden, and in which I observe that she has 
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marked her favourite pacs^es with a nicety of 
selection, that doe5 great hoDour to her heart, as 
well as to her judgment By the bye, Miss More* 
is an author of very coniiderable merit. My cu- 
riosity to see her works was excited by Johnson, 
who told me, with great solemnity, that «be was 
" the most powerful versificatrix" in the £ng^sh 
language. 

" So much for our wwk-days. On Strndayt^ 

* In n former part tf these IVI«inoin,t tome mendon is made 
of the ivorks of thU amiable and excellent morali^ wbo still lives 
to instroct the world by her writings. It is a circianstance hi^ 
ly redounding to her pmiie, and well worthy of being r^ctvded^ 
thatibesHJea those admirable publications, calculated for the meii- 
diaa of the upper circles of life, she thought it no degradation of 
her talents to employ her peo in the sentce of the lower cIums 
of the people; and at a period when the press in Britain was 
teeming with the most infamous productions, purposely calcula- 
ted to difibse the principles of infidelity and sedition, she em- 
ployed herself in compoung short and familiar tracts, in Ute ffNiB 
ef Tales, Dialogues, Ballads, suited to the capacities of the lower 
orders of society, and designed as an antidote to the poisonous 
tendency of the others. Those useAil little pub licatioos were priat. 
ed in a cheap form, in order that they m^ht be the more wide- 
ly distributed by well-disposed persons; and, it is to be hopei^ 
they were productive of the happiest ejects. Mrs Hannah 
More's latest pnbtication, is entitled, " Hints towuda fimnin^ 
llie Character of a young princess." 

* VeULp-tW. 
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at eleven, we repair to church. It is a small, but 
neat building, with a pretty good ring of six 
hells. The congregation are a stout, well-featu- 
red set of people, clean and neat in their dress, 
and most exonplary in the decorum with which 
they perform the several parts of public worship. 
As we walk up the area to the Bishop's pew, 
tb^ all make, on each side, a profound obei- 
sance ; EUid the same as we return. The prayers 
are very well read by Mr Hilt, the curate, and 
the Bishop preachea. I need not tell you now, 
because I think I told you before, that Bishop 
Porteus is, in my opinion, the best preacher, in 
respect both of composition and of delivery, I 
have ever heard. In this capacity, indeed, he ia 
universally admired, and many of the gentry 
come to hear him from the neighbouring parishes. 
After evening service, during the summer months, 
bis^I/mlsbip generally delivers from his pew a ca- 
tachetical lecture, addressed to the children, who» 
for this purpose, are drawn up in a line before 
him along the area of the church. In these lec- 
tt^es, he explains to them, in the simplest and 
clearest manner, yet with his usual elegance, the 
fundamental i^id essential principles of reli^on 
and nioraUty ; and concludes with an address to 
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the more advanced in years. This institution of 
the Bishop's I greatly admire. When children 
see themselves so much attended to» and so much 
pains taken in instructing them, they cannot fail 
to look upon religion as a matter of importance ; 
and, if they do so, it is not possible for them, 
considering the advantages they enjoy, to be ig- 
norant of it. The catachetical examinations in 
the church of Scotland, such of them at least as 
' I have seen, are extremely ill calculated for do- 
ing good ; being encumbered with metaphysical 
distinctions, and expressed in a technical lan- 
guage, which to children are utterly unintelli- 
gible, and but little understood even by the most 
sagacious of the common people. The Bishop told 
me, that he chose to deliver this lecture from his 
pew, and without putting on lawn sleeves, that 
it might make the stronger impression upon the 
children ; having observed, he said, that what 
is delivered from the pulpit, and with the usual 
formalities, is too apt to be considered, both by 
the young and the old, as a thing of course. On 
Sunday evening, he sotnetimes reads to his ser-' 
vants a brief and plain abstract of the Scripture 
history, somewhat similar to that which was late^ 
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ly published by Mrs Trimmer, and formerly by 
Lady Newhaveo. 

" In no other district of Great Britan, that I 
have seen, is there so little the appearance of po- 
verty, and such indications of competence and 
satisfaction in the countenance and dress of the 
common people, as in this part of Kent. In this 
parish there is only one ale-house, the profits 
whereof are inconsiderable. The people are fond 
of cricket-matches, at which there is a great con- 
course of men, Women, and children, with good 
store of ale and beer, cakes, ginger-bread, &c. 
One. of these was solemnized a few nights ago in 
afield adjacent to the parish-church. It broke 
up about sun-set, with much merriment, but with- 
out drunkenness or riot. The contest was be- 
tween the men of Hunton and the men of Peck- 
ham; and the latter were victorious." 
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LETTER CLXXV. 

DB BEATTIE TO MRS MONTAGU. 

HoDbxi, near MsudUone, Kent, 6th August, 178i. 
" Your remarks on Mre li.'s condition are equal- 
ly striking and just ; she is certainly not, unhap- 
py. And your observation, " That the days of 
** human life, that are passed without sorrow and 
" withoqt sin, are neither to be lamented when 
"passing, nor regretted. when passed," has sug- 
gested to me several comfortable reflections. I 
' should indeed be equally insensible, both to mo- 
lal dnd intellectual excellence, and to the pictu- 
resque beauties of nature, if the charming scenes, 
and the delightful society, in which I have passed 
these three weeks, had not soothed my mind in- 
to a sweet forgetfulnesa of care, and encouraged 
me to hope, that I am not in so forlorn a condi- 
tion as I lately imagined. * 

" The very countenances and behaviour of the. 
common people of this district have had their ef- 

* Tlus alludes to acmx familf-distresses to which he had beea 
■abjected. 
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feet in composing my mind and f&iMng my spi- 
rits. I left a country, which is at all times bar- 
ren and dreary, and which, when I left it, had 
not got the better of a two years scarcity, I had 
almost said, famine. The peace and the plenty of 
this region form the most striking contrast ima- 
ginable. Here, the people are .stout, imd heSrty, 
and active ; their apparel is neat and decent ; and 
their honest countenances are strongly expressive 
of content and competence. When Vii^il says 
of his happy husbandmen, that they suJSer no 
pjHD, either from pitying the poor, or from envy- 
ing the rich, I am now satisfied, that he had no 
idea of either blaming or praising their Stoical 
apathy ; his meaning certainly was, that the rich 
cannot be envied where all have enough, and that 
the poor cannot' be pitied where poverty is un- 
known." 



LETTER CLXXVI. 

VR BEATTIE TO DB PORTEUS, BISHOP. OF CBE8TEU. 

Sandlefonl, near Newbury, Berks^ .1 8lh August, ITSfc 
" It is but a week since I exchanged the para- 
dise of Hunton for the purgatory of London; 
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ap^ it seems almps.t a year: so much, during &at' 
short period.have I suffered from heat, and bustle, 
and bad air, and (what is worst of all) from sor- 
row of heart' at parting with the best of friends. 
The mouth which I passed at Hunton was the 
happiest of my life ; and I dare not flatter myself 
with the hope of such another. But I shall, as 
long as I live, derive satisfaction from, recalling 
the persons, the conversations, and the scenery, 
of it ; which now occupy so large a space (if I 
may so express myself) in my imagination, that 
there is hardly room for the intrusion of any other 
idea. 

" On Saturday and Sunday I was so over- 
powered by the intolerable heat of the town, that 
on Monday I was glad to make my escape a se- 
cond time into the country! I passed the night 
at Reading,, and yesterday at three o'clock arri- 
ved here; where I found Mrs Montagu and her 
nephew in perfect health, and very anxious in 
their inquiries after the health of Mrs Porteus 
and your Lordship, I had not been here five mi- 
nutes, when the wind on a sudden shifted, with 
a violent squall, to the north-east, and the wea- 
ther in an instant changed from veiy hot to very 
cold, as it still continues to be. 
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** This place is much improved since I saw it 
' hst A great deal of brick-building and garden- 
wall ia cleared away, and the tawn is opening 
very fast on every side. A little rivulet, that 
used to wander, unheard and unseen, through a 
venerable grove of oaks, is now collected into 
two large and beautiful pieces of water, round 
which the walks and grounds are laid out to very 
great advantage indeed. The situation is on an 
eminence, with a gentle slope of a quarter of a 
mile towards the south ; and from everj- part of 
Hie lawn there is a beautiful prospect, first of a 
romantic village, called Newtown, and beyond 
that of the Hampshire hilU, some of which are 
tufted with wood, and others bare, and green, 
and smooth, to the top. 

*' At the distance of about thirty yards from 
the house of Sandleford, stood formerly an old 
chapel, (for the place was once a priory,) which, 
for a century past, or more, had been neglected, 
or used as a place for lumber. This, Mrs Mon- 
tagu has transformed into a very magnificent 
room, and joined to the main body of the house 
by a colonnade; which, expanding in the middle, 
hbA rising to the height of thirty feet at least, 
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fonni a noble drawing-room of an elliptical ifaape. 
'^en the doors of these rooms are thrown open* 
the walk, from end to end, is upwards of au hun- 
dred feet, and the he^hth and breadth propor- 
tionable. The dining-room tenoinates in a very 
large window in the Gothic style, reaching from 
the floor almost to the roof, and looking into a 
grove of tall oaks, whidi, with a happy and veiy 
peculiar effect, retire from the eye in four rows, 
and g^ve to this spacious apartment the ^peac- 
ance of a vast arbour. From this account, if I 
have done any justice to my idea, you will con- 
plude, and Justly too, that there is some little re- 
semblance between this room and the new room 
»t Hunton." 



LETTER CipCXVII. 

PB BEATTIE TO HBS MONTAGU. 

Edinburgh, 18th September, 1784. 
" I cannot express my regret at being obliged 
to leave so soon the charming society at Sandle- 
ford; a society in which I had so many opportu- 
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nides. of improving both my underistanding and 
my heart; ^nd in which I must have been cal- 
lous indeed, if I had not been every moment cwi- 
scious of the most delightful emotions that ad- 
miration and gratitude can inspire. I beg to be 
remembered, in the most affectionate terms, to 
your amiable and accomplished nephew, whom I 
found to be just what I wished, and what I ex- 
pected. He is as good as I wish him to be, and 
I hope he will always be as happy. 

" My journey was very pleasant. The weathea- 
was uncommonly fine; and the gay harvest ^enea, 
that -everywhere surrounded me, conveyed such 
ideas of vivacity and gladness, as could not &il 
to have the happiest effects on my health and 
spirits : and I was surprisingly recovered before I 
got to Temple-Newsam, * in Yorkshire, where I 
passed ten days very agreeably. I then resumed' 
my journey, and arrived here the day before yes- 
terday. Most of my friends being gone to the 
country, I can have no temptation to remain long 
in Edinburgh, and am just on the eve of my de- 
parture for Aberdeen and Peterhead ; irom which 

* Tbit seat of Lady Viscountess Iiyine, 
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lut place I shall have the honour to write to you, 
as soon as I have had a conversation with Mrs 
Arbtithnot I am impatient to see her, and to 
■ '' make the widow's heart sing for joy," in the 
contemplation of your goodness." 



In order the better to understand the foUoW" 
ing anecdote, which does equal credit to Dr Beat- 
tie and to Mrs Montagu, it is proper to mention, 
that the worthy woman, to whom Mrs Montagu 
thus extended her beneficence, was a Mrs Ar- 
buthnot, whose maiden name was Anne Hepburn, 
Slaughter of the Reverend Mr Alexander Hepburn, 
a minister of the episcopal church pf Scotland^ 
who had been d(Hnestic chaplain in theiamily of 
the Earl Marischal of Scotland, and preceptor to 
his sons, the late Earl Marischal uid General 
Keith. She inherited from nature no inconsider- 
able portion of genius, and had enjoyed the be- 
nefit of a literary education. Her reading, how- 
ever, had unfortunately taken a turn very un^ 
usual with die female sex; and she had imbibe^ 
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ft partiality for the sceptical philosophy ; but of 
which she became completely cured, by the sub- 
sequent perusal of books of a better tendency, 
particularly Butler's ' Analc^ of Natural and 
Revealed Religion,' which she justly considered 
as a work of pre-eminent merit, and which con- 
tinued to be her fevourite study, next to the 
Scriptures, to her dying hour. 

She was married in the year 1737, when twen- 
ty-eight, to Captain Andrew Arbuthnot; a name 
of which there were at that time several fumiliea 
in Pet^head, of the same kindred, distinguished 
for their great integrity and simplicity of man- 
ners. The celebrated Dr Arbuthnot was a branch 
of the femiiy. Her husband was master of a ves- 
sel that traded fixun Peterhead to America; and, 
during one of his voyages, died of a fever at 
Charlestown, in South Carolina, in the year 1 74O, 
To add to this palamily, while the mate, who 
brought home the vessel to Peterhead, had come 
on shore, to communicate to her the melancholy 
tidings of her husband's death, by some accident 
the vessel was wrecked in the bay, and in her 
the whole of the captain's property was lost. 
Thus, in one hour, she found herself deprived of 
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an afiectioiiate husband, and left totally desti- 
tute, with the charge of a boy, a child of a year 
old. 

Afterthis dire calamity, Mrs Arbuthnot strug- 
gled hard to maintain herself and her s<Jn by her 
labour, and the kindness of her friends, who con- 
trived to aaust her in a concealed manner, so as 
not to hurt the delicacy of her feelings ; and" she 
has frequently been heard to say, she sometimes 
received aid as if it had dropt from heaven, with- 
out her knowing from what hand it came. 

To fill up the measure of her misfortune, her 
only son, whom she had used every effort to edu- 
cate, by means of a smalt bursary at the Univer- 
sity of Aberdeen,* and who, by the interest of 
some of his father's relations, had obtained a ccm- 
mission in the array, in which hie served with re- 
putation, died at an early age in the West Indies, 
at a period when he had the prospect of future 
promotion, by which he might have been enabled 
to contribute to his mother's more comfortable 
subsistence. Thus berefl of every consolation, 
except what she derived from religion, and the 
soothing tenderness of her friends, she conUnued 

* See Vol. I. p. 20.- 



i.vCoogIc 



LIFE OF DR BEATTIE. 34p7 

contentedly to strive with virtuoua poverty du- 
ring the whole course of her long widowhood. 

While Mrs Arbuthnot had resided for a short 
time at Aberdeen, during the period of her son's 
education, she had become known to the late Dr 
John Gregory, to Dr Beattie, and several of the 
eminent literary characters .of that time, who 
esteemed her for her taste in books, and respect- 
ed her by reason of her virtues and exemplaiy 
piety. Dr Beattie, in particular, contracted an 
intimate friendship with Mrs Arbuthnot, with 
whom he constantly lodged during his annual 
visits to Peterhead. In her house he enjoyed 
tranquillity and perfect freedom ; and, when he 
was disposed for conversation, he had always the 
benefit of Mrs Arbuthnofs, whose cultivated un- 
derstanding, and pious frame of mind, were ex- 
actly suited to his taste. To her opinion he -ge- 
nerally submitted his literary productions before 
their publication; and he used to say, that he 
had seldom found her mistaken in her judgment 
of their merit. On representing her situation to 
Mrs Montagu, that lady was pleased to settle oa 
her an annuity, which raised this poor, but grate- 
-fnl woman, from her contented poverty, to a state 
ef comparative affluence. Mrs Arbuthnot died 
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19th May, 1795, at the very advanced age of 

eighty-six. 



LETTER CLXXVIII. 

DE BEATTIE TO MRS MONTAGU. 

Peterhead, nth October, 178*. 
'* I arrived at Peterhead the first of October. 
I went instantly to Mrs Arbuthnot, whom I found 
in tolerable health, sitting solitary by herUttle 
fire, and amusing herself, as usual, with a book 
and her work ; both of which she has the art of 
attending to at the same time. She was the 
more pleased to see me, as my arrival was unex- 
pected ; for she had not heard that I was return- 
ed to Scotland. After she had asked all the cus- 
tomary questions, I told her, without betraying 
aay'emotion, or seeming to have any thing in 
view but her amusement, that if she was at iei- 
sure, I would tell her a stoiy. I accordingly be- 
gan ; and, agreeably to the commission with 
which you honoured me, made a very long and 
circumstantial story of it, recapitulating, as fas 
as my memory would enable me, eveiy thing that 
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passed in that conversation at Sandleford, of which 
she and her aunt, Mrs CockburD,* were the sub- 
ject I saw she was greatly affected with the 
idea of your thinking so ikvourahly of her aunl^ 
and with your condescension in iiiquiring so mi- 
nutely into iier own story and character ; but I 
■ did not throw out a single hint that could lead 
her to anticipate what was to follow. At last, 
when I found that her heart was thoroughly 
wanned, and recollected your observation, that 
the human heart in that state becomes malleable, 
I hastened to the conclusion, which I expressed 
in the simplest and fewest words possible; so 
that the whole struck her at one and the same 
instant. She attempted an exclamation, but it 
was inarticulate, and almost resembled a scream ; 
the tears ran down her furrowed cheeks ; and she 
could only say, " O dear, I cannot speak one 
" word !" and seemed almost exhausted with the 
effort that had produced that short sentence. I 
desired her not to attempt to speak, but to hear 
me a little further ; and then told her, Madam, 

* A lady of conBiderable genius and learning, widow of the 
Reverend Mr Cockburn, one of the ministers of the episcopal 
chapel at Aberdeen, of whose writings two volumes were pub» 
luhed, msny years ago, now almost entirely foi^tten. 
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that such acts of beneficence were iumiliar things 
toyou ; * and mentioned some instances that had 
come to my knowledge, particularly that of Mrs 
Williams. She held up her eyes and hands, some- 
times in silent adoration of Providence, and some- 
times with the most passionate expressions of gra- 
titude to her noble benefactress. In a word, 
Madam, she accepte J your bounty in a way that 
did honour both to her understanding and to her 
feelings; and I left her to compose herself by 

"* On thia sobject of Mrs Montagu's charitable distribnti<m^ 
it were injustice to her to omit ioaerting the following paragr^h 
of a letter of hen's to Dr Seattle, now lying before me. It al- 
ludes to the person mentioned in a letter of Dr Beattte's to her, 
p. 113. 

" The Duchess-dowager of Beaufort gave me a guinea for the 
" little man with the great soul, whom the vulgar at Aberdeen 
"call a dwarf: be so good as to give him a guinea, and chai^ 
" it to my account^ and if at any time he is sick or distressed, 
" remember that one, who ia weary of seeing little minds in 
" great men, will gladly relieve one where this unseemly cir- 
" cumstance is nobly reversed. Consider me always in the beat 
" light in which you can put me, as the hanker of the distress- 
" ed ; and at any time call on me for such objects ; and, in all 
" senses of the word, / will honour yow bill. Vulgar wretehed- 
" ness one relieves, because it is one's duty to do so; and one 
" has a certain degree of pleasure in it : but to assist merit in 
"distress, is an Epicurean feast j and indulge this luxury of 
" taste in roe, when any remarkable object shall ofler itself to 
" your acquaintance." 
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silent meditation. Indeed I made haste to get 
away after I had executed my commission ; for 
the scene was so delightfully affecting, that I 
could stand it no longer. 

" When the news was known next day in the 
town, it ditfiised a very general joy ; and many 
an honest heart invoked the blessing of heaven 
upon your head : for Mrs Arbuthnot's character 
is exceedingly respected by z\\ who know her; 
and her narrow circumstances have long been 
matter of general regret; as the delicacy of her 
mind was well known, which- no doubt discou- 
raged some persons trom making a direct offer 
of their services, though indirectly, I believe, 
that some little matters have been done for her 
benefit. Yet, since her husband's death, which 
happened four-and-fopty years ^;o, I know not 
whether she was at any time worth ten pounds 
a-year. With this small appointment she has 
constantly maintained the appearance of a gen- 
tlewoman, and has received the visits of the best 
people in the town and neighbourhood, whom 
she was always happy to entertain with a dish of 
tea : and among her visitors can reckon the (pre- 
sent) Duchess of Gordon, the Countess of Errol, 
Lord Saltoun's ^milyi Sir William Forbes, and 
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many others of the best fashion. What is yet 
more strange, with this small appointment, she 
has always found means to be charitable, to the 
poor; and when I have seen her dealing out hec 
alms, which was commonly a handful of oatmeal 
to each person, I know not how often she. has 
put me in mind of the widow in the Gospel. 

" There are several persons of her name in this 
town ; and therefore it may be proper to inform 
you, that her distinguishing name is Mrs Andrew 
Arbuthnot. The name Arbuthnot is frequent in 
the neighbourhood. The great D.r John Arbuth- 
not, so eminent for his virtue, his learning, and 
his wit, was the grandson of a gentleman-farmer,, 
who lived at a place called Scots-inill, three miles 
from this town; and Dr Arbuthnot and Captain; 
Andrew Arbuthnot were second-cousins. 

" I am afraid Mrs Arbuthnot will not long 
stand in need of your bounty; for she is seventy-- 
six years of age, and suffers much from a cou^ 
and asthma. I was introduced to her about, 
twenty years ago, by her nephew, Mr Arbuthnot 
of Edinbui^h, and have since been as attentive 
to her as I could; of which she is so sensible, 
that sometimes, in the extravagance of her grati- 
tude, she has called me . her good, gemus. : She 
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actually gave me that appelUti<ai in the £ist 
draught of that letter which she wrote to you 
about a week ago, and which I hope, Madam, 
you have received; but I prevailed with her to 
change the phrase. 

" Since I came hither I have been seven or 
eight times in the sea ; and I think I am already 
the better for it. Only, for three or four houm 
after every plange, I am a little disconcerted by 
a confusion in the head, and a tremor in the 
hands ; of which I am afraid you will see too 
many proofs in this letter : but that symptom will 
probably disappear, when I am a little more ac- 
customed to salt-water. I shall remain here a 
fortnight longer; and then the business of the 
college will fix me in Aberdeen for the winter. 

" Permit me now. Madam, to tliank you for 
yoiir most obli^ng letter of the 20th of Septem- 
ber, which, after wandering long from place to 
place, has overtaken me at last The harves<t- 
scenes, which interest you so much, were also 
very interesting to me in the course of my jour- 
ney through England"; for, the weather was the 
finest that could be, and every scythe and sickle, 
and the waggons, and the gleaners, were all in 
motion. With peculiar satisfaction I took no- 

VOL. II. z 
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tice of that laudable Englisb custom, of permit- 
ting the poor and the infinn to glean the fields. 

" How shall I thank you, Madam, and my 
amiable friend, Mr Montagu, for the kind invi- 
tation you gave my son and me to pass some part 
of the ensuing spring at Sasdleford ! Be assured* 
it will be a grievous disappointment to us both, 
if we cannot get that matter accompUsbed. If 
my domestic afiairs continue quiet, as I thank 
God they are at present, I hope we sbaU find no 
difficulty in it" 



LETTER CLXXIX. 

SB BEATTIH: TO THE DUCHESS OF GORDOir. 
Peterhead, 1 7 th October, 1784. 

** It flatters me very much to hear, that I am 
just now in fevour with Lord Monboddo ; for I 
lately heard a very diflferent account. I am like- 
wise happy to understand, from his comparing 
your Grace to Helen of Troy, that there is at 
least one Modem to whom he is willing to do 
justice : for, in that comparison, he certainly tn- 
tends a veiy great compliment, though I cannot 
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think there is a great one. I hope he will no 
longer insist on it, that Helen was seven feet 
' high • and that he will devise some expedient, to 
vindicate that lady's character from the aspersion 
of having been at least fourscore when Paris ran 
away with her : a paradox, which, for the honour 
of my friend Homer, I wish I were able to con- 
fute ; though I cannot think of any other way of 
doing it,, than by supposing, that there were two 
fair ladies of that, name, one of whom came to 
Troy, and the other eloped with Theseus about 
sixty years before." 



tETTEE CLXXX. 

DR BEATTtE TO HKS MONTAGU. 

Aberdeen, 31st Januaiy, 1785. 

*' The sea-bath was of considerable service to 
mie ; and as this has been the most quiet winter 
I have passed these seven years, I am rather in 
better health than usual, and have of late been 
making some progress in a little work, of which 
you saw a sketch at Sandleford, and which you 
did me the honour to read and approve of. It 
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was your approbation, and that of the Bishop of 
Chester and Sir William Forbes, that determined 
me to revise, correct, and enlarge it, with a view 
to publication. When finished, it will make two 
little volumes, of the size of Mr Jenyns's book on 
the * Internal Evidence of Christianity.' My 
plan is more comprehensive than his, and takes 
in the external evidence of miracles and pro- 
phecy, as well as the intemaL That you may 
see. Madam, somewhat more distinctly what I 
intend, I beg leave to transcribe the follomng 
paragraph frcon my introduction : 

" I have met with little practical treatises, 
" called, Ten minutes advice — to those who are 
" about to engage in such or such an enterpnze. 
" These performances may have their use, though 
" they do not contain a full detail of the business 
" alluded to. I mean to give Ttvo hows advice 
" — to that person, who may be in danger from 
•' the books, or from the company, of infidels, 
" and who is candid enough to desire to be in- 
" formed, in few words, whether the evidence 
" on the other side be so plausible, as to deserve 
" the notice of a rational mind. If I shall sa- 
" tisfy him that it is, he will naturally lay me 
" aside, and have recourse, for farther informa- 
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" tion, to those great authors, who have gone 
" through the whole subject, and illustrated and 
*' proved many things, which the narrowness of 
*' my plan permits me only to affirm, or perhaps 
** only to hint at. And (which is far the most 
" important part of the whole procedure) he will 
" at the same time reverently consult those sa- 
" cred oracles, which contain the history of di- 
*' vine revelation \ and which he will find more 
" frequently, perhaps, and more fully, than he is 
" aware of, to carry their own evidence along 
" with them. And when he has dohe all this, 
" in the spirit of candour, with an humble and 
" docile mind, and wit^ a sincere desire ta know 
" the truth and his duty, I may venture to assure 
1' him, that he will not regret the time he has 
" employed in the study ; and that, from the 
" writings or conversation' of unbelievers, his 
" feith will never be in danger any more." 

" Your sentiments of Dr Arbuthnot agree en- 
tirely with mine. He had, I think, more wit 
and humour, and he certainly had much more 
virtue and learning, than either Pope or Swift. 
The eloquence and ostentation of BoUngbroke 
could never impose on Arbuthnot ; he told his 
son, (whom Z once had the honour to convei'se 
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with at Richmond) that he knew Bolingbroke 
was aa infidel, and a worthless vain man. The ^ 
Doctor was the son of a clergyman of this coun- 
try, and was educated at the Marischal College. 
His grand&ther lived at a place called Scots- 
mill, in a romantic situation on the brink of a 
river, about three miles froin Peterhead ; a place 
which I often visit as classic ground, as being 
probably the place where the Doctor, when a 
school-boy, might often pass his holidays. I am 
informed, that the late Dr Hunter bequeathed 
an original picture of Arbuthnot to that univer- 
sity ; at which it should appear that he had been 
educated. If this be true, it is the property of 
the Marischal College. If I knew any thing 
of Dr Hunter's executors, I would write to 
them on the subject; as the picture has never 
appeared." 
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LETTER CLXXXL 

DB BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAM FOBBES, 

Aberdeen, 7th February, 1785. 

" The quiet which I have enjoyed this winter, 
especially since I received your tetter, has not 
only given me better health than usual, but has 
also left my mind at leisure to resume that little 
work on the ' Evidence of Christianity,' of which 
you saw a sketch last summer. AH the intro- 
ductory part is now written, and the part you 
saw is extended to double its former size. One 
entire section is added on the evidence arising 
from prophei^; and, in evincing the usefulness 
of revelation, I have had occasion to make some 
additional remarks on the insuffideni^ of the an-: 
dent philosophy, and the characters of the phi- 
losophers. Whether this work shall ever be of 
use to others, I know not; but this I know, that 
it has been of considerable benefit to myself. 
For though, when I entered upon it, I under- j 
stood my subject well enough to entertain no 
doubt of the goodness of my cause, yet I iind, sa 
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I advance, new light continually breaking in up- 
on me. 

" My list of Scotticisms is also very much en- 
larged. I believe I shall print it here for the 
convenience of correcting the press, which, in 
the present state of the post-office, cannot be 
done by a person at a distance. If you see Mr 
Creech, please to ask what number of copies I 
shall send to him. It will be a pretty large 
pamphlet, and the price shall not exceed a shil- 
ling. 

" Dr Campbell's preliminary dissertations are 
all finished ; they alone will make a large quarto. 
I have read them all with great pleasure. They 
are a treasury of theological learning ; and writ- 
ten with a degree of candour, as well as precision, 
of which, ill matters of this kind, the world has 
seen very few examples." 
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LETTER CLXXXII. 

DM, BEATTIB TO THE EEV. DR LAINO. 

Aberdeen, ISlh Febraary, 1783. 

" You may believe, that your accounts of Mrs 
Arbuthnot's recoveiy, so fax exceeduig what I 
expected, gave me the greatest pleasure. I see 
now, she will soon be what she was before; which 
I heartily pray may be the case. I was rather in 
low spirits about her, when I wrote last to Mrs 
Montagu. 

" In that lady's last letter to me, dated Slst 
November, there are some sentences, which I 
shall set down here, as I know they will give 
Mrs Arbuthnot pleasure. 

" My mind is so much engaged by Mrs Ar- 
" buthnot, I cannot think of any thing else. 
" Sometimes I think I am wicked, in not being 
" thankful enough, that I am at last admitted to 
" her friendship. I fret and repin^ that I had not 
" that happiness many years sooner. , Alas ! what 
*' presumption is it in me to repine at this ! As 
" if I deserved the heartfelt-delight of being in 
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" any degree serviceable to one of the best of 
" human beings. What pleasure should I have 
" had in her oorrespondeDce ! While I read your 
" account of her noble and delicate manner of 
" receivii^ the friendship of one, who had a high 
" veneration for her and her aunt, I lived along 
** the Sne, and every word excited a sens^ition. 
^' I am pleased to find, that by her husband she 
" is so nearly allied to my first favourite of all 
" the beaux etprits, Dr Arbuthnot He bad none 
" of the peevish jealousies of Mr Pope, nor the 
*■' harshness and pride of Dr Swift. Conscious 
" of more noble endowments, he was not anxious 
" to obtain the character of a wit There is such 
" ease, and so natural an air in his writings, as 
'^ prove him to have been witty without effort or 
" contrivance. I have heard my old friend, Lord 
" Bath, speak of him with great affection, as a 
^' most worthy and amiable man, and as a com- 
'' panion more pleasant and entertfuaing than ei- 
^* therPopeor Swift. When I find much to admire 
'^ in an author, I always wish to hear he has qua- 
*' lities for which I may esteem ai^d love him ; and 
'' I have listened with great pleasure to Lord Bath's 
'* and the late Lady Hervey's praises of Dr Apt 
"huthoot With what delight must our friend at 
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" Peterhead read the works of so amiable a rela- 
*' tion ! But the only real and sincere happiness 
" which remains for her" 

" What follows is a compliment to me, which, 
as I do not at all deserve, I shall not transcribe. 

" In my answer you will suppose that I did 
not fail to express my approbaticm of her senti- 
ments of Dr Arhulhnot, which coincide exactly 
with my own. I have told her of Scots-mill, 
and of my making pilgrimages to it as classic 
ground ; and I have told her every thing I know 
of pr Arbuthnot's history, so far as relates to 
this country. I believe, however, I omitted to 
tell her, that he and I are of the same county, 
aiid that I had the honour to be bom within four 
miles of the place of his birth," 



J-ErrER CLXXXIII. 

DB B£ATTIE TO TBE QON. MR BARON GORDON. 

Aberdeen, 28th Febryary, 17B5. 

" The Duchess of Gordon must, I think, have 
been mistaken, when she wrote to me some time 
ago that I was then in &vour with Lord Mon- 
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boddo. He never has pardoned me for calling 
Captain Cook a philosopher; and I am afr^d 
never will. Besides, I think he did not use me 
quite well in the preface to his ' Metaphysic ;' 
and when a man uses you ill, he seldom ikils to 
hate you for it. However, I have not retOTted. 
In my last book, when I combat his opinions, I 
seldom mention his name, and I never mentitm 
him without paying him a compliment. Hie 
third volume of ' Metaphysic ' I have not Seen ; 
but Principal Campbell gave me the other day such 
an account of it, as satisfies me, that it must be 
the most extraordinary performance that ever 
was written, and that he is determined to believe 
every thing that is incredible. I wonder whe- 
ther he has ever read ' Tlie Voyages of Sinbad 
the Sailor.'* His hatred of Johnson was singu- 
lar ; he would not allow him to know any thing 
but Latin grammar, and that, says he, / knew as 
well as he does. I never heard Johnson say any 
thing severe of him ; though, when he mentioned 
his name, he generally 

" Grinned horribly a gliaslly smile." 

Johnson was a good man, and did much good ; 
* In the ■ Arabian Nights Entertainment.' 
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aad every one who knew him, or his works, must 
allow that he possessed extraordinary abilities. I 
long to see Mr Boswell's ' Johnsoniana.' 



LETTER CLXXXIV. 

DR BEATTIE TO DR PORTEVS, BISHOP OF CHESTER. 
Abq^deen, 2m October, 1785. 

" I read lately Sheridan's ' Life of Swift.' It 
is panegyric from beginning to end. Swift had 
many good as well as great qualities; but his 
character was surely, upon the whole, veiy ex- 
ceptionable. Mr Sheridan, however, will not 
admit that he had any fault Even his brutality 
to Stella on her death-bed, which undoubtedly 
hastened her dissolution, his biographer endea- 
vours to apologise for; and he has a great de^l 
of very unsatisiactory reasoning on the subject 
of the Yahoos. The question is not, whether that 
man is not a very odious animal, who finds his 
own likeness in those filthy beings ; but whether 
Swift did not intend his account of Uiem as a sa- 
tire on human nature, and an oblique censure of 
Providence itself in the formation of the human 
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body and soul. That this vas Swift^s meaning, 
is to me as evident, as that he vrote the book : 
and yet I do not find tny own likeness in tiie 
Yahoos : I only know, for I think I could prove, 
that Swift wished it to be understood, as his opi- 
luon, that the human species and the Yahoo are 
equally detestable. Mr Sheridui, too, is not, I 
think, ovepcandid in what he says of Lord Or- 
rery ; whose book, though not free from faults, 
contains some good criticism, and shows no little 
tenderness ftx the character of his hero. 

*' I long to see Dr Johnson's ' Prayers and Me- 
ditations,' and Mr Boswell's * Journey to the He- 
brides ;' but it will be a great while before they 
find their way to this remote corner. 

" Has your Lordship read Dr Reid's * Essays on 
the Intellectual Faculties of Man ? Those readers, 
•who have been conversant in the modem pbilo* 
BOphy of the mind, as it appears in the writinga 
of Des Cartes, Malebranche, Locke, Berkeley, 
and Hume, will be much entertained with this 
work, which does great honour to the sagacity 
and patience of the author. It cont^ns the prin- 
ciples of his former book laid down on a larger 
scale, and applied to a greater variety of sub- 
jects. Ever since Plato, or rather Pythi^ras,, 
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took it into his head, that the soul perceives only 
what is contiguous to, or inclosed in, its own sub- 
stance, and consequently perceives not outward 
things themselves, but only ideas of them, this 
ideal system has been increasing in bulk and ab- 
surdity ; and it is astonishing to see, that so many 
men of parts could be the dupes of it. All this 
rubbish is noW cleared away, and a happy rid- 
dance it Is. Dr Reid treats his opponents, and 
their tenets, with a respect and a solemnity, that 
sometimes tempt me to smild His style is clear 
and simple ; and his aversion to tlie word idea so 
great, that I think he never once uses it in deli- 
■venng his own opinions. That little word has 
indeed been a source of much perplexity to me- 
taphysicians ; but it is easy to use it without am- 
biguity ; and it has now established itself in the . 
language so effectually, that we cannot well do 
without it. It was not without reason, that the 
learned Stillingfleet took the^alarm at Locke's in- 
discreet use of that word. It was indeed an tgitis 
fatuus to poor Mr Locke, and decoyed him, in 
spite of his excellent understanding, into a thou- 
sand pits and quagmires. Berkeley it bewildered 
sldll mpre; and it reduced David Hume to the 
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condition of d, certain old genttanan, of whom 
we read, that, 

" Fluttering hU pinions vain. 



" Plumb down he dropped tea thoisaud fatbcoi deep." 



LETTER CLXXXV. 

DB BEATTIE TO MRS MONTAGU. 

Aberdeen, I5th Narember, 1785. 

" Please to accept, Madam, of my best thanks 
for the elegant copy of the last edition of your 
work, which was forwarded to me by Mr Dilly. 
I am glad to see you have now claimed thepro- 
perty of the three beautiful Dialogues ; but it 
g^ves roe concern to observe, that you have paid 
too much attention to my foolish remarks. 

" The death of the Duchess-dowager of Port- 
land * affected me most sensibly. I was no stran- 
ger to her virtues; I was under great obligations 
to them ; and, from the tranquillity of her life, 
the cheerfulness of her temper, and the amusing 
nature of her favourite studies, I had flattered 

* Vol, I. p. 335. 
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myself, that great ornament of her sex and coun- 
try would live many years. Poor Mrs Dekny ! • 
I pitied her from my soul ; but had I known all 
the truth, I should have been much more in pain 
for her. Having heard that she brought Dr De- 
lany ten thousand pounds, which was a great 
fortune sixty years ago, I presumed that her cir- 
cumstances were at least independent, if not opu- 
lent. I must blame her extraordinary request of 
being omitted in the Duchess's will ; and I won- 
der her Grace would comply with it. What a 
charming account you ^ve me of their Majesties' 
generosit}- to Mrs Delany ! f There was more in 
it than generosity ; there was an affectionate sym- , 
pathy, and a goodness and tenderness of heart, 
which does them more honour than even that 
high station, to which their pre-eminence in vir- 
tue, as well as the laws of their country, gives 
them so just a title. When the rage of party 
subsides, and misrepresentations are forgotten, 
how great, and how amiaUe, will those distin- 
guished characters appear ! 

" Among the many curiosities, which the Du- 
chess of Portland had collected, there was a vo- 

* Vol. L p. 364. t Ibid. 

roL. II. 3 a 
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lijmej, which you have no doubt seen, coptuniog 
some prose-treatises in manuscript of the poet 
prior. Her G^ace v(9ls so good as to permit nae to 
read them, and I read them with great pleasure. 
One of them, a dialogue between Locke and Mon- 
taigne, is an admirable piece of ridicule on the 
subject of Locke's philosophy; and seemed to 
me, when I readmit, to be, in wit and humour^ 
not inferior even to the ' Alma ' itselC I took 
the Uberty to say to the Duchess, that it was 
pity they were not given to the world j but I 
found her rather averse to the publication. She 
aaid, she could not bear to, see her old friend cri- 
^cised and censured by such people as the Critical 
Reviewers, &c. I hope the work will no longer 
be suppressed. 

" Mr Boswell has published what I am in- 
formed is. an extraordinary book, of the ' Sayings 
of Dr Johnson.' Johnson, no doubt, s^ud maoy 
good things : but his want of temper, and vio- 
lent prejudices, often divested liim of his candour, 
and made him say what was not only improper, 
bat in a very high degree censurable. I hope 
Mr Boswell has made the due distinction between 
what deserves to be known, and what ought to 
be foi^otten." 
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The ftrilowing letter from Dr Beattie to Mr 
Arbuthnot, pves, I think, a very just criticism 
en Mr Boswell's 'Tour to the Hebrides.' 



LETTER CLXXXVI. 

DB BEATTfE TO ROBERT AHBUTHNOT, ESQ. 

Abn^een, 36th Novcmbm-y 1785. 

" Mr Bosweil's book is arrived a« hst, and I 
have jiist gone through it. He is very good to 
are, as Dr Johnson always was; and I atn very 
grateful to both. But I cannot approve the plan 
of such a work. To publish a man's letters, or 
his conversatioR, without his consent, is not, in 
my opinion, quite feir : for how many things, in 
the hour of relaxation, or in friendly correspon- 
dence, does a man throw out, which he would 
never wish to hear of again ; and what a restraint 
would it be on all social intercourse, if one were 
to suppose that every word' one utters would be 
entered in a register! Mr BosweM indeed says, 
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that there are few men who need be under any 
apprehension of that sort. This is true ; and the 
argument he founds on it would be good, if he 
had published nothing but what Dr Johnson and 
he said and did : for Johnson, it seems, knew, 
that the publication would be made, and did not 
object to it ; but Mr B. has published the sayings 
and doings of other people, who never consented 
to any such thing ; and who little thought, when 
they were doing their best to entertain and 
amuse the two travellers, that a story would be 
made of it, and laid before the public. I approve 
of the Greek proverb, that says, " I hate a bottle- 
" companion with a memory." If my friend, af- 
ter eating a bit of mutton )vith me, should go to 
the coflFee-house, and there give an account of 
every thing that had passed, I believe I should 
not take it well. . 

" Of Dr Johnson himself, as well as of others, 
many linings are told which ought to have been 
suppressed ; such^ I mean, as are not in any re- 
spect remarkable, and such as seem to betray ra- 
ther infirmity or captiousness, than genius or vir- 
tue. Johnson said of ' The Man of the World,' 
that he found little or nothing in it Why should 
this be recorded ? Is there any wit in it ; or is it 



:, Google 



LIFE OF DR BEATTIE. J7S 

likely to be of any use ? The greatest dunce "on 
earth is capable of saying as goad a thing. Of a 
very promising young gentleman, to whom Dr 
Johnson was under the highest obligations, (for 
he had risqued his lifein Johnson's service,) and 
who, to the great grief of all who knew him, un- 
fortunately perished at sea about ten years ago, 
Dr Johnson said, that it was pity he was not 
more intellectual. Why should this be recorded ? 
I will allow, that one friend might, without 
blame, say this to another in confidence; but to 
publish it to the world, when it cannot possibly 
give, pleasure to any person, ■ and will probably 
give pain to some, is, in my judgment, neither 
■wit nor gratitude : and I am sure Mr Boswell, 
who is a very good-natured man, would have seen 
it in this light, if he had given himself time to 
think of it. At Aberdeen the two travellers were 
most hospitably entertained, as they themselves 
acknowledge ; and when .they left it, they said 
to one another, that they had heard at Aberdeen 
nothing which deserved attention. There was 
nothing in saying this ; but why is it recorded ? 
For no reason that I can imagine, unless it bein 
order to return evil for good. I found so many 
passages of this nature in the book, th^t, upon 
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the whole, it left raUier a disagreeable impresaiott 
upon my mind ; though I readily own there ore 
many things in it which pleased me. 

" The Bishop of Chester's thoughts on this 
subject are so pertinent and so well expressed, 
that I am sure you will Uke to see them : " You 
*' will," says his Lordship tn a letter which I receiv- 
ed yesterday, '* be entertained with Mr Boswell's 
" book, and edified with some of Johnson's pray- 
" ers ; but you will wish that many things in 
" both those publications had been omitted : and, 
" perhaps, if they had not existed at all, it would 
" have been better still. Johnson's friends wilt 
" absolutely kill him with kindness. His own 
" character, if left to itself, would naturally raise 
" him very high in the estimation of mankind; . 
'* but by loading it with panegyric, anecdotes^ 
" lives, journals, &c. and by hanging round it 
** even all his little fwbles and infirmities, they - 
" will sink it lower in the opinion of the best 
" judges of merit. I saw lately a letter from Mrs 
" Piozzi, (late Mrs Thrale,) in which she an- 
** nounces her ' Anecdotes of Dr Johnson to b« 
" published this winter ; and aftee that are t« 
" follow his Letters, to hec, Src. Mr BosweU also 
" is to give us hi» hife ; wkJ Sir Jotia Hawkiiof 
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** is writing another, to be prefixed to a complete 
" edition of hh works. Our modest and worthy 
" friend, Mr Langtbn, is the only oiie. who bb- 
" serves a profound silence on this occasion ; and' 
** yet no one could speak to better purpose, if he 
" pleased, and if he thought it would aliswer any 
" good end." 

" Johnson's harsh and foolish censure of Mrs 
Montagu's book does not surprise me ; for I have 
heard him speak contemptuously of it. It is, for 
all tliat, otie of the best, mr^t original, and tiiost 
elegant, pieces of criticism in our language, - o^ 
any other. Johnson had many of the talents df 
a critic ; but his want of temper, his violent pre- 
judices, and something, I am afraid, of an en- 
vious turn of mind, made him often a very un- ■ 
fair one. Mrs Montagu was very kind to him ; 
but Mrs Montagu has more wit than any body ; 
and Johnson could not bear that any person 
should be thought to have Wh b(it hlm^If. Even 
Lord Chesterfield, and, whdt is iiiort strange, 
even Mr Barke, he would Aot i\idw to have *it 
He preferred Smollett to FieMriig. He ifoulrf 
not grant tHait Armstrong's poettt on * Health',* or 
the tragedy of ' Douglas,' had any merit He 
told me, that be never read Miltoin: throiiglij titt 
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he was obliged to do it, in order to gather words 
ibr his Dictionary. ' He spoke very peevishly o£ 
the masque of Comus ; and when I urged that 
there was a great deal of exquisite poetry in it; 
" Yes," said he, " but it is like gold hid under a 
" rock ;" to which I made no reply ; for indeed 
I did not well understand it. Pray, did you ever 
see Mr Potter's ' Remarks on Johnson's lives of 

* the Poets ?' It is very well worth reading. 

" By a Latin letter which I lately received 
from Holland, I am informed, that Dutch transr 
lations of the first part of my last book, and of 
my ' Remarks on Laughter,' have bgen published, 
the one ' at Haerlem, the other at port I am 
greatly obliged to the Dutch. The ' Essay on 

• Truth/ they translated twelx-e years ago ; and I 
have a copy of the veraion, which I am told, by 
those who understand the language, is veiy ex- 
act 

" I become every day more and more doubt* 
iul of the propriety of publishing the Scotticisms. 
Our language (I mean the English) is degenera- 
ting very fest; an^ mapy phrases, which I know 
to be Scottish idioms, have got into it of late 
years : so that many of my strictures are liabje 
to be opposed by authorities >trhich the world ac- 
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counts unexceptionable. However, I shall send 
3'ou thp manuscript, since you desire it, and lei 
you dispose of it as you please." 



On tliis subject of Mr Boswell's ' Tour to ihe 
' Hebrides,' I likewise received a letter, some 
time thereafter from Df Beattie, which I shall 
insert here. But as it refers to one of mine, to 
which it is in answer ; and as that letter contains 
some information respecting the publication of 
that work of Mr Boswell's which I am not ill 
pleased should be known, I shall venture, for the 
first and only time, to insert in this work a letter 
of my own. I found it among some hundreds, 
which Dr Beattie had preserved : for he seems 
seldom or never to have destroyed the letters be 
received from his friends. 
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LETTER CLXXXVII. 



SIR WILLIAU fORBES TO Dlt BEATTIE. 

Edinburgh, 9tb January, 178&. 
*' Boswell's • book, which I dare say you have 
seen before now, contains many things that might, 
and several that ought to have been omitted. In 
regard to those of the first description, Mr Boswell 
seems to have adopted the idea of the writers on 

* Mr Boswell's acqaaiutance and mine began at a Very ear- 
ly-period of life, and iin intimate oonespondence conUnned b^ 
tween i» ever after. It scarcely reqnires W be meatiooed here, 
that he v^as the choeen friend of General Paoli and of Dr John- 
son. The circle of bis acquaintance atnoQg the learned, the 
witty, and indeed among men of all ranks and professicHiB, vas 
extremely extensive, aa his talents were considerable, and his 
ponviviaJ powers made his company much in request. His 
wannth of heart towards Us friends^ was rery great; and I hare 
known fen men who possessed astronger sense of piety,or mors 
fervent devotion, (tinctured, no doubt, with some little share of 
saperstition, which had probably been in some degree fostered 
by his habits of intimacy with Dr Johnson,} perhaps uot always 
sufficient to regulate his imf^gination or direct his conduct, yet 
still genuine, and founded both in his understanding and his 
heart. His ' Life' of that extraordinary man, with all the faults 
with which it has been charged, must be allowed to be one of 
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glfUb, 96 well Hescribed by Lord l^les in one t)f 
hia papers in the ' World,' who think a fact 
ought to Tie recorded merely because it is a factt 
for surely he has retained a great deal of conver- 
sation neither instructive nor entertaining; al- 
though other parts again are highly so. As to 
the offensive passages, I really do not believe that 
he considered them in that light when he gav^ 
them to the press-: for I do believe him to have 
been sincere in his declaration, that it was not 
his intention to hurt any mortal; and my memo- 
' ly serves ' me to recollect many passages of the 
original MS. which he has omitted for that very 
reason ; and in his second edition, which is now 
printed, he tells me he has omitted a good deal 
of the first. I have been accused of being his 
adviser to print the book, from a letter of mine 
towards the conclusion ; which, by tlie bye, he 
i&serted without my knowledge or permission: 
but that letter" merely related to a perusal of the 
MS., at a time when I had not the most distant 

the most (5haTacteriatic and eatertainiug bio^phical worka in 
the English language. Por Mr Boswell I enterlained a sincere 
regard, which he returned by the strongest proof in his power 
to confer, by leaving me the guardian of his children. He died 
JD London, 19th May, 1795, in the fiity-fifth year (rf his age. 
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idea of his printing his Journal I have also been 
accused of having written that complimentary 
letter, because of the eulogium with which he 
has been pleased to honour me in his book : but 
that passage, in which I' am mentioned in so flat- 
tering a manner, was not in the original MS. 
which I saw. * As his * Life of Dr Johnson' will 
probably be a work of a similar nature, I have 
taken the liberty of strongly enjoining him to be 
more careful what he inserts, so" as not to make 
to himeelf enemies, or give pan to any person 
whom he may have occasion to mention : and I 
hope he will do so, as he seems sorry for some 
' parts of the other. 

" I have been much pleased with iJr Johnson's 
* Prayers and Meditations :' Uiey show him to 
have been a man of sincere and fervent piety ; 
but I think Mr Strahan has been nmch to blame 
in printing the MS. ixrbatim. I do not think 
an editor is at liberty to add a single iota to the 
work of his author ; hut surely there could have 
been no crime in Mr Strahan's retrenching occa- 
sionally a few things, which throw, in some de- 
gree, an air of ridicule on a work of so serious a 

* He has menticHied this in his second edition, p. 524. 
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nature ; and which, by giving cause for scoffing 
will perhaps diminish the good effects the book 
might otherwise be expected to produce : had he 
likewise substituted Elizabeth, (which Bosweli 
tells me was Mrs Johnson's real name,) in the 
place of such a ridiculous appellation as Tetty, 
surely no man could have found fault with the 
' change. It is somewhat extraordinary to see a 
mind so vigorous as .his was, distressing itself 
with terrors on subjects apparently of no great 
importance, while the whole tenor of his life had 
been so irreproachable and useful to the world by 
his writings; which, one should think, are of 
sufficient ni^^itude to render unnecessary bis 
self-accusation of idleness. 
. " It would ^ve you pleasure, I am sure, to 
hear of Mr William Gregory's* having got a 
living. He is a most excellent young man ; and 
has well supported Dr Reid's character of him, 
when, in a letter to m^ while he was at Glasgow 
college, the Doctor called him one of the incorrup- 
tibks. The living is worth about L. l6o, and it is 
a good thing to have such a patron as the Arch- 
iMshop of Canterbury." 

• Son of the late Dr John Gregory. He is wnce dead. 
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LETTER CLXXXVin. 

SH BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAM FORBES. 

Aberdeeo, iSth F^raaiy, 17S6. 

** It is vith much conceni, and with the most 
cordial sympathj, that I condole with Lady F»- 
bes and yoa on your late afflictions. I pray God 
they may be aanctified to you ; that you may be 
strengthened to beat tbem without flojury to 
your health ; and that the dear aarvtrors may be 
■pared for a comfort to therr parents, a blessing 
to one another, and an orDament to society. 
Those, whom a wise PTovideDW has been pleased 
to take aiway, have been soon released from their 
warfare, and have now an eternity of happiness 
before them, without the possibility of change. 
This consideration will sooth your melancholy, 
and will shortly, I trust, enable you to overcmne 
it. 

" What you say of Mr Boswell coincides with 
my sentiments exactly. I am convinced he meant 
no harm ; but many things in his book are inju- 
dicious, and must create him enemies, and are 
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really injurious to the memory of Dr Johnson. 
Johnson's iaults were balanced by many and great 
virtues; and when that is the case, the virtues 
9nly should be remembered, and the faults entire- 
ly ftirgotten. But in this book, Johnson's want 
of temper, want of candour, obstinacy in dispute, 
and rage of contradiction, (for most of his speech- 
es began with No, Sir,) are minutely recorded 
and exemplified. I cannot but take notice of a 
very illiberal saying of Johnson with respect to 
the late Mr Strahan, (Mr Boswell has politely, 
conceakd the name,) who was a man to. \^honi 
Johnson had been much obliged, and whom, <»i 
account of bid abilities and virtues, aa well aa 
^ank in Uf^, every one wbo knew him (and John- 
son as well as others) acknowledged to be a most 
cespectable character. See page 94. * I have seen 
the letter mentioned by Dr Gerard, and I have 

* After so serere a reproof from Dr Beattie, it is proper, fis 
his sake, to insert here the paragraph from Mr Boswell's ' Jour- 
nal' which occasioned it. 

" Dr Gerard told us, that an emineat printer was very ioti- 
*■ mate with WarburlOD." Johaon. •• Why, Sir, he has printed 
" some of his works, and, perhaps, bought the property of some 
" of them. The intimacy is such as one of the Professors here 
" may hare with one of tha carpenters, who is repairing the col- 
« lege," &c. kc. 
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seen many otter letters from Bishop Warbiirton 
td Mr Strahan. They were very particularly ac- 
quainted; and Mr Strahan's merit entitled him 
to be on a footingof intimacy with any Bishop, 
or any British subject. He was eminently skilled 
in composition, and the English language; ex- 
celled in the epistolary style ; had corrected (as 
he told me himself) the phraseology of both Mr 
Hume and Dr Robertson ; - he was a faithful 
friend, and his great knowledge of the world, 
and of business, made him a very useful one. 
His ftiendsbip for Mr Hume-did not prevent his 
being a very warm friend of mine. He told me 
some curious anecdotes of Mr Hume, which I 
took down in writing at the time, and which, if 
you please,- 1 shall send you. 

"Johnson's book of Prayers is, as Macbeth 
says, " a sorry sight." In themselves the prayers 
have merit ; but the best passagesare taken from 
the ' Book of Common Prayer,' which is indeed 
a rich and inexhaustible fund. To compose forms 
of devotion is a most improving exercise; and 
to publish them maybe beneficial: but to pub-, 
lish a history of one's own devotions and alms, is 
iometbirig so like " praying in the comers of the 
« streets,'' that I cannot think Johnson would 
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have cbii&ente3 to it till want of health had im- 
t»dred his ^ulties. Some of the memorandums 
are such as cannot be read without pain and" pity. 
Others are of a different character. To set down 
in a devotional diary, " JV. B. I dined to-day on 
*• herring and potatoes," is a most extraordinary 
incongruity." 



LETTER CLXXXIX. 

DK BEAtTIE TO >rUE BISHOP OF V0BCE8TEB. 

Aberdeen, 2l8t July, 1786. 
" Had not my right-hand been disabled by a 
bruise, of which I have not entirely got the bet- 
ter, I should have sooner returned my grateful 
acknowledgments to your Lordship, for your 
most obliging letter. Your approbation of my 
little book* does me the greatest honour; and 

* " EvideDces of the Christian Religion, briefly and plainly 
stated;" in which Br Beattie has given, if not a regular de- 
duction, a concise and most aseful summary, of the most strik- 
ing and popular arguments, in elegant and perspicuous lan- 
guage, in support of the divine origin of the G«MpeL It will 
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will have much influence in rendering it success- 
^1. Lord Hailes, with whom I passed a day not 
long ago, IB also well pleased with it; and, in 
general, it seems likely to meet with a reception 
&r more fiivourable than I had reason to expect. 
It is indeed a veiy- brief summary; Init my friends 
are pleased to think tt has on that account a bet- 
ter chance, in these days, to be read, than if it 
had been of a greater size. 

" Before I put it to the press, I was very an- 
xious to see your Lordship's ' Sermons,* (preach- 
ed at Lincoln's-inn,) of which I had heard such 
an account as greatly raised my curiosity. But 
even the best books find their way slowly into 
this remote corner^ I have read the book once 
and again with great delight; and it will be my 
own fault if I am not the better for it as long as 
I live. My approbation can add nothing to its 
fame ; yet I must beg leave to say, that I parti- 
cularly admire your happy tfdcnt m expounding 
difficult texts, and the perspicuity, conciseness, 

be difficult, perhaps, to find any other book oa the subject that 
coDtaius more valuable matter, so well ananged, in so Bmall a 
compass, as diis little treatise of Dr Beattie's; which, although 
meant chiefly for those who are just finishing their academical 
coune, will be perused at any age, by the ittious and derou^ 
witb equal profit and delight. 
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and elegance, of your st^le; which I look upon 
as the perfection of pulpit-eloquence; being 
equally captivating to the learaed, and intelli^- 
ble to the simple. 

" Though my heatUi will not now pennit me 
to attempt a long journey, yet I stilt flatter my- 
self with the hope, that I shall one day avail my- 
self of your kind invitation, and pay my duty to 
your Lordship at Hartlebury. The last time I ' 
was'in England I did seriously intend it, but was 
prevented by illness." 



In the year 1786 there were published at Aber- 
deen, " Outlines of a Plan for uniting the King's 
" and Marischal Colleges of Old and New Aber- 
" deen, with a view of rendering the System of 
" Education there more complete." 

A similar idea of an union had been started in, 
the year 1747, in 1754, and in 1770; but on 
each of those occasions, such opposition had 
arisen to it from one quarter or another, that it 
had always fallen to the ground. It was now 
thought tiiat it might be revived with better 
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hopes of succesa ; either irom the measure being 
better understood, or fiom the conditions on 
which it was proposed to be carried into eSedt 
being rendered less exceptionable than they had 
formerly been. It is proper to mentjon, that 
those two universities, although situated within 
a mile of each other, are two perfectly distinct 
and separate establishments, as much so as the 
universities of Edinburgh and Glasgow, eadi 
having her own professors, separate revenues, 
and separate jurisdictions. As neither the one 
nor the other contained a system of education so 
perfect, nor advantages so considerable when se- 
parate, as it was thought they might be made to 
embrace, if united, and one common seminary of 
- learning were formed out of the two, many per- 
sons were of opinion, that such an union, if it 
could be brought about upon fair and equitable 
principles, would tend greatly to the benefit of 
both. It was thought, for example, that one 
professor for each branch of science would be 
fully equal to teach, when -united, the small num- 
ber of students attendant on each septate class; 
and that the classes, by containing a larger num- 
ber, though not too great a body of stud«it^ 
would probably draw into one class a gre^ei 
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proportion of young men of superior abilities, 
whereby' a greater emulation would be excited; 
while- the professors, whose incomes depend 
diiefly <m their class-fees, would find them aug- 
mented by their increased number of students, 
whom it would be their object anil endeavour to 
rfflder as numerous as in their power, by their 
industry ajid attention. Nor would this be all 
the advant^je which this newly-modelled semi- 
naiy.of learning would derive irom such an uni- 
on; for, by means of the double salaries paid at 
^esentto the professors of the same branch, one 
of each of which it was proposed to abolish, aa 
the present incumbents should die out, new pro- 
fessorships might be established in the united 
universities, which do not at present exist in 
^ther. Thus, a school of medicine, and another 
of law, might be introduced at Aberdeen, as well 
as at Glasgow and Edinburgh, to the veiy great 
advantage of the northern part of the kingdom. 
Professorships of astronomy, agriculture, and 
other Iwanehes not taught th?re at present, might 
also be estj^ished ; a botanic garden might be 
cieated ; the libraries, as well as the museum and 
. ph^osophieal apparatus, augmented by additional 
purchaaes: and thus studeuta^ frcnn the remoter. 
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parts of the country, might have the advantage 
of findit^ a more complete system of education 
open to them nearer home, without being put to 
the tiouble and expence of going to look for it 
in a southern part of the country. 

Sucli were the plausible arguments urged in 
fevour of the union, l^ the Principal and Profes-, 
sors of Marischal College, by whom tht: plan was 
at this time revived. They were joined, bow- 
ever, by no more than two of the Professors of 
the neighbouring university; the Principal and 
all the others declaring themselves strenuously 
adverse to the measure, as tending to a complete 
ovt^rthrow of the constitution of their universi^, 
of which they said the revenues and this patron- 
age were by much the most considerable; and 
therefore the advantages to be derived ftom such 
an union would be all on tJie side of Marischal 
College. 

Whether these were the real motives on the 
part of the Professors of King's Cdlege, or 
whether, from the omission of any ceremonious 
punctilios on the part of the Professors of Maris- 
chal- College towards their brethren of King's, in 
the manner of first opening the business, the op-' 
position. is to be attributed, it is not easy now to 
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say. But that Dr Beattie thought favourably of 
the measure, there can be no question; as he ap- 
pears to have taken considerable pains to bring 
it about : and that he must have believed it pos- 
sible to accomplish such an union, without en- 
croachiug on the rights and privileges of either 
party, his known love of justice will not allow us 
to doubt. As it was obvious, however, that no 
union coujd possibly take place between two se- 
parate and independent societies, without the 
hearty concurrence of at least a majority of each, 
after some &rther iruitless attempts, which 
serveci only to widen the difference between the 
two, the measure was finally abaudoned as hope- 
less ; and has never since been revived. Whether 
such an union be really practicable, ^r whether, 
if to be attained, it would be for the benefit of 
science in general, are points foreign from the 
present memoir. It ought not to be omitted, 
however, that as such an union could not be set 
on foot without even the attempt being produc- 
tive of some bad humour among the members of 
both colleges, as soon as the question was fairly 
laid to rest, Dr Beattie exerted himself strenu- 
ously; and not unsuccessfully, in allaying any 
heat that had arisen. Having an annual custom 
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of dining together, at the ^t retu^ of their 
yearly meeting, Dr Beattie la^xnired, tha-t aH 
that ^lad past on the subject should be hMri^d ig^ 
oblivion, and nothing preva,il but hanuony ^^ 
good humour.* 



LETTER CXC. 

J}R BEATTIE TO THE DyCUESS Olf GQ^OV. 

' Peterhead, 28Ui July, 1786. 
- " I have the pleasure to infpnti your Gt^ux, 
though you have no doubt heard by other means,, 
that the scheme for the union of our t,wo <f6l- 
leges goes on wonderfully well, and, tl}fLt th(^, 
greater part of the nobility and gentry in this- 
part of the kingdom seem v^ry much inclined tQ. 



* In the course of this business, a variety of papers, me- 
moirs, cases, plans, (but none of them mitten by Dr Beattie,) 
were printed and circulated by both uniTenities, irttere tfae ar- 
^ments on each side are detailed. Of these I hare in my 
possession a Urge collcctioa. But I am surprised so little is 
preserved on the subject in the " Scots Magasine," although 
professedly a repository of intelligence regarding Scottish tnn^ 
actious. 
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]>romote it. The petition to the King is sub- 
scribed by the whole Marischal College, (the 
rector and dean of &culty included,) and by two 
of the other college. 1 wrote the other day to 
solicit Lord KinBoull's approbation and advice, 
which I am confident will not be with-held. We 
ca^ never be sufficiently thankfiil to the Duke of 
Gord<^ and your Grace for the ho^iour you have 
(j^nus us in eptering ao warmly into our vi^ws ; 
afi/i I rejoice in the hope, that we shall, in a tittle 
tim^ under the iullu^nce of so l»gh a patrt^iag^ 
sf^cceed in a measure, which most of us have ^d 
at heart these mafiy years, and whigh evciy 
fii^4. te literature^ and, the north of Scotland, 
uijl^, blinded by prejudice and self-intewslt 
vm% see.tio be so very desirable. 

" i have (j^fcrred sending my little book* to. 
th^ library o^ Gordon-castle, tjU a new and mose 
corract edition should come out; which will pEo- 
bably be soon, as it has been a great while at the 
pres^. The first edition was all sold in about 
five weeks, and has met with a reqeption much 
ippre. fayouraWe th^ I could have expected." 

• " EYidences of the Christian Religion." 
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LETTER CXCI. 

DB BBKJAHIK RUSH TO DB BEATTIE. 

Huladeli^iB, IrtAugtut. 1786. 

" The American revolution, which divided the 
British empire, made no breach in the republic 
of letters. As a proof of this, a stranger to your 
person, and a citizen of a country lately hostile 
to yours, has expressed his obligations to you for 
tile knowledge and pleasure he has derived from 
your excellent writings, by procuring ' your ad- 
mission into the American Philosophical Society; 
a certificate of which, subscribed by our ittustri- 
ous president, Dr Franklin, and the other officers 
of the Society, you will receive by the next ves- 
sel that sails to any port in North-Britain front 
this city. 

" The stranger, alluded to, finished his studies 
in medicine in Edinburgh in the year I769, and 
has ever since taught chemistiy and medicine in 
the college of Philadelphia. His name (with the 
greatest respect for yours) is, 

" Benjamin Rush." 
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LETTER CXCII. 

DR BEATTIE TO THE DUCHESS OF GORDON. 

Aberdeen, lOth September, 1786. 

" Permit me now to return my moat gratefiil 
acknowledgments to your Grace and the Duke, 
for your goodness in interesting yourselves so 
much in my recovery. When I saw the letter to 
Dr Livingston, your kind attention drew tears 
from my eyes. I have had a pretty severe illness. 
The fever came on about six weeks ago; and I 
am still 80 weak, that it fatigues me to walk up 
or down stairs, and exhausts me to write the 
shortest letter upon the most ordinary business. 

" I know not what others are, but I begin to 
be low-spirited on the subject of the union. 
Mr ••••••'s last letter seems, as Milton says, to 

cast 

" OmiDouB cxMijecturc on the whole success." 

Lord ••*••* too appears to Iiave some unikvour- 
ahle prepossessions. Lord **** is very old and 
infirm; and I much doubt, whether we can with 
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propriety give him the trouble of taking an ac- 
tive part in the affair. I am very willing to be- 
lieve, that the present ,state of my nerves may 
incline me more to despondence than there is' 
any good reaaou for; and I heartily wish this 
may be the case. Whatever may be the result, 
the Marid^chal College have no reason to be 
ashamed frf what they have doae. The very ge- 
neral approbatioB which their condiMt has ret^v- 
cd from the most respectable part of the com- 
munity, does thena the greatest honour, and wi^ 
i trust, pcepore matters for brii^i^ forwaxd an 
umon one time or other, and probaUy at a period 
not Tcry remote. That is no\r clearly ascatinn- 
cd, whieh was never so well known before, that 
the voice of the public declares for an unioa ift 
the most expUcit terms." 



LETTER CXCnL 

DK BEATTIE TO SIR WILLIAM F0BBE8. 

AberdMD, 144h September, 17B^ 
" I anr indebted to you. for two very afiection^ 
•ate and entertaining letters, and wiU endeavour 
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to answer them as soon as my head ind haqd 
are a tittl^ better settled. At present I can hard- 
ly hold a pen. 

" I am very happy to hear of your visit to 
Hunton. ■ I often wished the Bishop of Chester 
and you acquainted. He wrote me word of his 
having met with Lady Forbes and you, ahd of 
the great satisfaction he had in the hopes of a 
visit from you. You would like Mrs Porteus 
greatly. Her cheerfulness, good sense, and good- 
ness of heart, make her a most excellent com- 
panion for the Bishop, artd exceedingly beloved 
by all who know her. As you were but a day at 
Hunton, you would see but little of Lady Twis- 
den, wbo is as remarkable for modesty as for 
every other virtue; but if you had been with her 
for some days, you would have found her most 
worthy of that character which I think I former- 
ly gave you of her. 

" We have had much talk about uniting our 
two colleges. I was desired to write to you about 
it long ago ; but would not then trouble you, as 
Lady Forbes was indisposed ; and of late I have 
not been able to write. The union is much ap- 
proved of by the country in generals but it is 
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oi^KMtid by the Principal and six of the Profes- 
sors (^ King's College. I shall tell you more 
about it very soon, and send you some memorials 
and other papers." 



END OF THE SECOND VOLUH^. 



Finrted by Jmdm BallKitjnw & Cs. 
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